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An Analysis of “Three Articles on Jahad”; A Book by Ayatollah
Khamenei- Ijtihad Methodology, Figh-Based Neo-Intellectualism

Mohammad Soheil Bahram-Nasab *
Seminary student, level 4, Political Figh, 1V ali-e Amr Islamic Sciences Center

Abstract

Developing an Ijtihad-based methodology is to identify descriptive or analytic stages
related to the process of inferring a religious decree; and developing an Ijtihad-based
method is to explore ways based on which Fuqgahas support an argument and infer, using
recognized and available principles. Both the analytic and comparative methods are
among Ijtihad-based methods. Qom’s Fighi (jurisprudential) school of thought employs
the first one while Najaf’s Fighi school of thought employs the second. Each method
has the parameters and steps to issue a Fatwa. By studying the Ijtihad-based method of
the two schools of thoughts in Qom and Najaf and by comparing it with the Ijtihad-
based method of this book (Three Articles on Jahad), this conclusion is drawn that the
book’s method is “analytic-historical-realist” which can be called a comprehensive
method between traditional and modern Figh. It seems that the Ijtihad-based
methodology of the book can be a prelude to its author’s Fighi school of thought. Figh-
based neo-intellectualism mainly addresses the concept of “Aman”(literally mean mercy,
refuge) in Figh and includes structural, content, and scientific neo-intellectualism.
Keywords: methodology, Ijtihad-based method, analytic and comparative methods,
Figh-based neo-intellectualism.
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