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Abstract

The process of the interpretation of the Holy Quran can be viewed from different
perspectives. There are certain principles and methods for interpretation which are called
the science of interpretation. The purpose of the current study is to identify the political
capacity of Quran’s interpretation based on contemplation in thoughts of Ayatollah
Khamenei. Employing a descriptive-analytic method, this article examines the element
of contemplation in speeches and comments of Ayatollah Khamenei. Since the approach
adopted by Ayatollah Khamenei in understating the Quran is a social and civilization-
based one, systematization is the fundamental basis in his thoughts. Ayatollah Khamenei
looks at the verses of the Quran politically and socially and, using some verses of al-Hajj
Surah, described saying prayer, donating Zakat, and promoting virtue and preventing vice
as three important factors which contribute to the systematization. A desired political
system, in view of Ayatollah Khamenei, is one that is based on divinity and Islam in
which spirituality as well as the mundane world are two key elements. In Ayatollah
Khamenei’s interpretive thoughts, a legitimate political system is the one which follows
Islam and Shia school of thought based on Velyat-e Fagih. Parameters like faith and piety
should be also taken into account by leaders and rulers of an Islamic society so that
people and officials can grow and reach salvation under the leadership of such a leader.
Keywords: Quran, contemplation, political interpretation, politics, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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