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A Critical Analysis of Fighi Views on " 53¢lo 445" with Reliance on
Ayatollah Khamenei's Interpretive-Fighi Comments
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Abstract

One of the criteria of the Islamic culture is the way Muslims cope with Ahlul Kitab
(People of the Book). Verse 29 of Surah At-Tawbah speaks of a type of financial
agreement with People of the Book, under which they are required to pay a tax called

jizyah. There is a view that the meaning of the phrase " &3 o (i.;j" in this verse is to

humiliate the People of Dhimmi at the time of paying jizyah. Therefore, behaviors such
as standing them up, grabbing their beards, humiliating, and even slapping them in the
face have been considered permissible. The present study, using documentary sources
and a descriptive-analytical method, has sought to criticize this view. To achieve this goal,
after reviewing the concepts of "dhimmi" and "jizyah", in the first step, the possible

reasons for the aforementioned view in two areas of understanding the phrase " {5y

V';j " and also deriving from a hadith have been explained. In the next step, these Fighi

interpretations have been weighed against criteria such as presenting them to the Quran,
the linguistic concept of Seghar (minor, small), presenting them to the Sunnah, and being
in line with the Islamic moral system. The achievement of the study, based on the view
of Ayatollah Khamenei in interpreting verse 29 of Surah At-Tawbah and the related
Hadith, is in the invalidity of the aforementioned view and a sound interpretation of the
verse. According to this interpretation, undermining and humiliating the people of
dhimmi is not compatible with the standards arising from Islamic tenets.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, dhimmi, jizyah, Figh, jurisprudence, interpretation,
hadith.
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