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F Abstracts

An Analysis of the Concept of “Taqwa” in Ayatollah Khamenei’s
Thought and A Critique of Contemporary Persian Translations of
Holy Quran

Mohsen Faryaders *
Alssistant professor of the Quranic Sciences and Hadith Department, Grand Ayatollah Boroujerds
University
Zahra Ebadi
Visiting professor at University of Quranic Sciences and Islamic Knowledge, Kermanshab
Reza Amani
Associate professor of the University of Quranic Sciences and Islamic Knowledge, Tebran
Ali Hajikhani
Associate professor of the Quranic Sciences and Hadith department, Tarbiat Modares University

Abstract

One of the scholarly achievements in Quranic studies following the Islamic Revolution
has been the proliferation and deepening of Qur'anic translations. Although this vast
movement has been accompanied by precision and subtle attention on the part of
translators in various translation styles, it has sometimes suffered from weaknesses. One
of these weaknesses can be seen in the translation of some keywords such as "taqwa"
(piety) and its derivatives. The present study, with the aim of achieving a correct and
complete meaning of this word and using a library-based method and a descriptive-
analytical approach in data evaluation, has analyzed the concept and equivalent of the
word "Taqwa" in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought and then, by comparing it with a number
of contemporary Persian translations of the Quran (translations by the late Fouladvand,
Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi, the late Ayatollah Meshkini, and Dr. Rezaei Isfahani), has
evaluated them. The result of this research is the discovery of a higher meaning compared
to other common meanings for this word; a matter that the four mentioned translators
have generally had a considerable distance in reflecting it in their translations. However,
Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi has performed better than other translators in translating it..
Keywords: Quranic translation, Taqwa, Contemporary Persian Translations, Ayatollah
Khamenei.
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