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A Comparative Study of Quranic Exegeses by Renowned
Commentators and Ayatollah Khamenei Regarding Verse 157 of
Surah A’raf

Mohammad Ali Alipour *
A Seminary Student (Darse-e Kharej) at Khorasan Seminary School

Abstract

Verse 157 of Surah A’raf says: “Those who follow the Messenger, the Unlettered
Prophet, whom they find mentioned in the Torah and the Gospel in their possession. He
directs them to righteousness, and deters them from evil, and allows for them all good
things, and prohibits for them wickedness, and unloads the burdens and the shackles that
are upon them. Those who believe in him, and respect him, and support him, and follow
the light that came down with him—these are the successful.” This is one of the verses
related to the concept of freedom. After the Islamic Revolution, particular attention has
been given to the issue of freedom. However, it is still observed that there is no precise
understanding of it in Islamic societies. The correct concept of freedom in societies has
not been explained as it should, and it has led to a kind of social harm and a mistaken
interpretation of the concept of freedom, equating it with nudity and absolute freedom
of expression and behavior. This research secks to provide a precise interpretation of
freedom in the verse "He will remove from them their burdens and the shackles that
wete upon them" from the perspective of renowned commentators, with an emphasis
on the interpretive views of Ayatollah Khamenei, in order to clarify the concept of
freedom. This issue is examined in various aspects, which are addressed in this research
using an analytical-descriptive method. The findings of this research can be categorized
into three interpretations. In most exegeses, freedom in the aforementioned verse is
interpreted as the liberation of Bani-Israel from heavy burdens. In some exegeses,
freedom is interpreted as being freed from the chains of ignorance. The third
interpretation is extracted from the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei, who interprets
freedom in this verse as freedom from the tyrannical system, oppression, desires, and
humiliation.

Keywords: Freedom, A’raf Surah, Quranic exegesis, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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