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Abstract

One of the neglected aspects of the Quran-based interpretation of the Islamic Revolution
is the history of its formation. Undoubtedly, understanding the activities of Ayatollah
Khamenei related to Tafseer (interpretation) will reveal important dimensions of the
history of interpretive movements. This research, through a comprehensive analysis,
discovers the historical trajectory of the interpretive movement in Mashhad and presents
a clear picture of Ayatollah Khamenei’s efforts in shaping the Quran-based interpretation
movement of the country. This study - using a combination of library and field methods
- analyzes Ayatollah Khamenei’s exegeses and oral memoirs. Also, for the sake of
accuracy in historical sequence, Savak documents have been carefully examined. In the
field method, after identifying Ayatollah Khamenei’s students active in Tafseer during
that petiod, their oral memoirs were received and analyzed. The findings of the research
show that Ayatollah Khamenei was the initiator of the interpretive movement from 1968
to 1973, which was unprecedented in the entire country at that time. His Tafseer sessions
and lessons in Mashhad began at a time when there were no serious and noteworthy
lessons around in the seminary or among the general public. His Eminence offered three
types of Tafseer methods during this period: official seminary interpretation, public
student interpretation, and home interpretation. Highlighting the importance of fighting
against cruelty in Tafseer, His Eminence's innovations in expressing interpretation, the
trend-setting content of the interpretation, and the reinterpretation of fundamental
Quranic concepts were among the most important features of Ayatollah Khamenei’s
Tafseer lessons and sessions. These very characteristics made His Eminence's Tafseer
sessions the largest religious gatherings in the country at that time.

Keywords: Interpretive movements, Tafseer, Mashhad, Ayatollah Khamenei,
interpretation.
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