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Abstract

In today’s world, the purification of human societies of multiplicity has become a major
concern among scholars, prompting extensive efforts to identify effective strategies for
achieving societal unity. As a strategic concept in Islamic discourse, unity is regarded as
one of the central themes of Islamic political thought. This study employs the content
analysis method, using MAXQDA software and drawing on the statements of the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, to explain and conceptualize this notion. The main research
question examines how societal unity is depicted in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thoughts and
how it can serve as a paradigm for organizing social relations. The findings show that
realizing a model of societal unity in an Islamic society requires attention to multiple
components. The Leader describes unity as a strategic issue and consistently urges
scholars, political elites, and the Iranian people to uphold unity based on the teachings
of the Holy Quran and love for the Prophet of Islam. Islamic unity plays a significant
role in strengthening the cohesion and solidarity of the Muslim Ummah (community)
and in resisting hegemonic powers. The results further indicate that the codes derived
from analyzing the Leader’s statements can be classified into two categories: theoretical
frameworks of unity and operational mechanisms of unity.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
Introduction
In today’s era, the purification of human societies of multiplicity has drawn considerable
scholarly attention, prompting extensive efforts to develop effective strategies for
achieving societal unity. In Islamic teachings, societal unity is regarded as one of the most
vital ideals. The Holy Qut’an repeatedly emphasizes the cohesion of Muslims as a single
Ummah. Numerous Islamic rituals - such as Hajj, congregational prayer, jihad, and Zakat
(almsgiving) - serve as prominent symbols of unity, while divisiveness is strongly
condemned. As a religion with a collective ethos, Islam encourages its followers to pursue
cohesion and solidarity. Given present-day challenges, renewed attention to this Quranic
principle is more essential than ever. Societal unity is viewed as the only viable path to
preserving Islamic identity and advancing the Muslim world in multiple domains.
As a leading advocate of Islamic unity, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei has played a significant role in strengthening the cohesion of the Muslim
Ummah. His Eminence considers unity not a tactical concern but a strategic imperative,
consistently urging scholars, intellectuals, political leaders, and all members of the Islamic
community to unite under Quranic guidance. Within His discourse, unity emerges as a
strategic keyword and a central theme. This study secks to elaborate on this concept
based on his speeches and authoritative scholarly sources. Its central question is: What is
the position of societal unity in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thoughts, and how can it serve as a paradigm for
organizing social relations? To address this question, a content analysis of his speeches was
conducted.
Methodology
This research employs content analysis to examine Ayatollah Khamenei’s speeches.
Relevant data were collected through thematic searches of his addresses related to unity.
The data were analyzed using MAXQDA software, based on a coding system with three
levels: basic themes, organizing themes, and global themes. Basic themes consist of key
codes and points derived directly from the text; organizing themes emerge from
synthesizing and grouping these basic themes; and global themes represent overarching
concepts that reflect the governing principles of the texts as a whole. Depending on the
complexity of the data and analytical goals, multiple global themes may emerge, though
always fewer in number than basic and organizing themes. Each global theme forms the
core of a thematic network, and a single analysis may generate more than one network.
Opverall, the thematic network method provides a coherent and practical approach for
qualitative analysis, enabling a rich and nuanced interpretation of the text through its
foundational patterns and structures.
Results and Discussion
Within Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual framework, societal unity is understood not
merely as a religious or ideological requirement but as a comprehensive socio-political
strategy for building an ideal Islamic society and reviving Islamic civilization. Content
analysis of his speeches indicates that unity, in his view, is not a superficial or temporary
measure but a fundamental and ongoing strategy rooted in the Quran, the Prophet’s
tradition, the experience of the Islamic Revolution, and the practices of the Infallible
Imams.
Societal unity involves cooperation and convergence around shared values while
preserving natural and jurisprudential differences. In the Qur’an, unity is portrayed as a
divine principle and the foundation of Ummal cohesion, supported by concepts such as
Habl Allah (The Divine Rope), a single community, Szrat al-Mustagim (the straight path),
and faith-based brotherhood. According to Ayatollah Khamenei, unity exists in degrees,



ranging from peaceful coexistence to the highest level—unity of hearts and unity of
purpose. His articulation of unity is intertwined with Tawhid (monotheism), 1 elayat, and
nation-building, and is realized through public awareness, wise leadership, elite empathy,
and institutional support.
The Leader emphasizes that unity is not solely a state-sponsored or elite-initiated project
but a collective endeavor in which ordinary people play a central role. By focusing on
common religious, moral, and national values, citizens can transcend sectarian divides
and cultivate mutual understanding and synergy. Ayatollah Khamenei highlights the
crucial role of religious, academic, cultural, and media elites in promoting unity, calling
on them to avoid divisiveness, assume responsibility, offer fair critique, and foster a
rational discourse environment.
He considers religious rituals - such as Hajj, Quds Day, Ramadan, and the culture of
martyrdom - as tangible manifestations of Islamic unity that possess great potential for
nurturing brotherthood among Muslims. These rituals, in his view, are not merely
individual acts of worship but occasions to strengthen collective will, demonstrate the
power of the Ummabh, and build shared identity.
At the same time, several obstacles hinder societal unity, including misconceptions about
unity, sectarian prejudice, ethnonationalism, politicization, social injustice, and foreign
interference. Global hegemonic powers and Takfiri movements, as external enemies of
unity, exploit media, financial, and political instruments to deepen divisions within the
Muslim world. In response, Ayatollah Khamenei proposes strategies such as promoting
a culture of dialogue, reforming the educational system, enhancing interfaith cooperation,
equitable resource distribution, attention to marginalized regions, supporting grassroots
organizations, and combating discrimination and corruption.
In his discourse, the benefits of unity extend far beyond internal cohesion; unity enhances
political stability, national security, economic development, mental well-being, national
identity, and international standing. He has consistently stated that unity was the key to
the Islamic Revolution’s victory, the secret of the Islamic Republic’s endurance, and the
precondition for its continued success. Based on the study’s findings, unity in his thought
represents unity of direction, path, and purpose - requiring active public participation,
elite collaboration, and institutional coordination. Such unity can only be achieved
through collective action, focus on commonalities, and avoidance of division. Overall,
his discourse presents unity not merely as a timely necessity but as a historical duty to
reconstruct the Muslim Ummalh and resist divisive agendas. Realizing such unity paves the
way for restoring Islamic dignity and building a new Islamic civilization.
Conclusion
A close examination of Ayatollah Khamenei’s thoughts and views on societal unity
reveals a coherent, profound, and multilayered perspective on this fundamental Islamic
concept. In his view, unity is not simply a theoretical ideal or ethical recommendation
but a strategic solution to the crises of the Muslim world—a guarantee of national
security, a foundation for social progtess, and a key to building a new Islamic civilization.
His vision rests on three main pillars:
1. The theological and conceptual linkage of unity with Tawbhid, 1 elayat, and
nation-building;
2. The imperative to avoid divisiveness in religious, political, and social domains,
which he identifies as a major cause of Muslim decline;
3. The conscious engagement of the masses, elites, institutions, and intellectual
and religious leaders in cultivating a culture of cohesion and solidarity.



Ayatollah Khamenei views unity not as a political tactic but as a strategic principle;
neglecting it leads to enemy infiltration, the weakening of Umzmab identity, and historical
regression. In this framework, religious, ethnic, and ideological diversity is not an obstacle
to unity but, if wisely managed, a source of social enrichment. Understanding the enemy,
reinforcing shared identity, producing rapprochement discourse, promoting justice, and
fostering synergy among religious and academic institutions are among the key
mechanisms he proposes for strengthening unity.

His speeches demonstrate that achieving societal unity is a collective project requiring
the active participation of all societal sectors - from officials and ordinary citizens to
scholars and cultural elites. Only through such a unified vision can the Muslim Uwmzah
be rebuilt, imperialist agendas countered, and justice and dignity established across the
Islamic world. Through content analysis of his speeches, this study presents a
comprehensive model for strengthening societal unity in contemporary Islamic society -
a model that may serve as a strategic roadmap for cultural, educational, religious, and
societal policymaking in the Islamic Republic of Iran and the wider Muslim world.
Keywords: Societal unity, Ayatollah Khamenei, Islam, multiplicity, Ummah
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