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Abstract

One of the strategies pursued by opponents of the Islamic Republic of Iran as part of
efforts to weaken the Axis of Resistance and undermine Muslim unity has been to accuse
the people of Palestine and Gaza of Nasibism and hostility toward the Ahlul Bayt (AS)
in order to alienate them from the sympathy and support of the Shia community. During
his visit to Iran’s Kurdistan Province on May 13, 2009, the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei firmly rejected this accusation against the
people of Gaza in his meeting with local scholars. This study, adopting a descriptive-
analytical approach, aims to examine the meaning, origins, and historical continuity of
the term “Nasib” and enlarge upon Ayatollah Khamenei’s position on the matter. The
findings demonstrate that the Palestinian people - particularly those in Gaza - are not
Nasibis; rather, they are widely recognized for their deep affection and reverence for the
Ahl al-Bayt. Numerous mosques and academic institutions in Palestine bear the names
of the Ahl al-Bayt, and references to their virtues and examples abound in the words of
Palestinian poets, religious figures, and resistance leaders.

Keywords: Nasibism, Palestine, Gaza, Ahlul Bayt, Ayatollah Khamenei.

* Email: manahihosein@ut.ac.ir (Corresponding Author)

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International CC BY 4.0 @ ® ”



https://www.pajoohname.ir/article_236070.html
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2445-5424

Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Throughout Islamic history, one of the main tools used by the enemies of Islam to
weaken Muslim unity has been the deliberate spread of division through rumor and
religious slander. This strategy, which finds its roots in the era of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), aims to undermine the image and legitimacy of certain Muslim
groups by labeling them with disbelief or hypocrisy.
In the contemporary era, given the significance of the Palestinian issue in the Muslim
world, such divisive propaganda has increasingly targeted Palestine and its supporters.
The accusation that Palestinian Sunnis are Naszbis (enemies of the Ahlul Bayt) and that
Iranian Shias are Rafidis represents one of the clearest examples of this systematic effort,
promoted by Zionists and anti-Islamic resistance movements.
These misleading claims discourage Iranians from supporting Palestine and, conversely,
portray Palestinian fighters as agents of Iran, creating mistrust among Arabs and Sunnis
toward the resistance movement. Such rhetoric has even influenced some within the Shia
community, leading a few individuals to repeat the baseless claim that Palestinians are
Nasibis.
Given that the Leader of the Islamic Revolution has repeatedly emphasized the
importance of preserving Muslim unity in the face divisive schemes in engaging with the
Islamic world, and following the spread of the accusation that the people of Gaza were
Nasibis, Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei addressed this issue directly during his visit to the
Province of Kurdistan in a meeting with Shia and Sunni scholars on May 13, 2009. In
this meeting, while reaffirming the need for Islamic unity, he responded to the claim by
highlighting the enemies’ efforts to sow division among Muslims. His Eminence stated:
At the height of our support for Palestinians, we realized that some dangerous ideologies
were being propagated. Some individuals were trying to convince a number of luminaries
and revered scholars to withdraw their support for the Palestinian people; these
individuals had told them that the people of Gaza were Nasibi, which meant that the
people of Gaza were opposed to the members of the Prophet's (pbuh) household (Ahlul
Bayt). They managed to convince these scholars. Then the scholars sent me several letters
saying that the people of Gaza were Nasibi. I replied: "May God protect us. May God
curse the evil and abolished Satan. There are some Mosques in Gaza named after the
Commander of the Faithful (pbuh) and Imam Hussain (pbuh). How could these people
be Nasibi? They are Sunni, but not Nasibi." But, that was their type of speech and
behavior then. (Speech: 23/02/1388).
Prior to this, the Leader had indirectly referred to the issue in another speech in 1992,
mentioning American and Zionist propaganda against Palestinian fighters (Speech:
7/1/1371).
Likewise, Martyr Morteza Motahhari has described such accusations as attempts to
undermine the sympathy of Iranian Shias toward the Palestinian people. He wrote:
“They know that the people of Iran are Shia and that Shias love Imam Ali and believe
that whoever is his enemy is a disbeliever. To destroy this sense of sympathy, they
fabricate such claims.” (Motahhari, 1402: 4/32).
Accordingly, revisiting and analyzing the concept of Nasibz, its historical and
jurisprudential origins, and the reasons for its use in the contemporary context—
especially regarding Palestine—is both a scholarly and strategic necessity.
2. Methodology
This paper is a theoretical and qualitative study conducted through content and discourse
analysis. Its aim is to extract and explain the viewpoint of the Leader of the Islamic



Revolution regarding the non-Nasibism of the Palestinian people, based on his speeches,
official positions, and written statements.
2.1. Type of Research
The study is descriptive—analytical in purpose and qualitative—theoretical in nature. It
seeks to interpret the conceptual and substantive dimensions of the Leader’s views within
their intellectual and theological context.
2.2. Data Collection
Data were collected through documentary and library research. The main sources include:
e  The collected speeches, sermons, and statements of the Supreme Leader
(published on Khamenei.ir);
e  Books and academic articles related to Palestine and the phenomenon of
Nasib;
e Quranic, Hadith, and theological sources discussing the concept and criteria
of Nasib.
2.3. Research Tools
The research tools consisted of indexing method and reference management software
used for coding and categorizing data.
2.4. Data Analysis
Data were analyzed using directed qualitative content analysis. Relevant elements and
statements concerning Nasibism and Palestine were extracted from the Leader’s speeches
and then interpreted within theological—political frameworks. Comparative analysis was
also used to examine his views alongside historical and jurisprudential criteria of Nasib.
3. Findings and Discussion
An analysis of theological and historical sources from both Sunni and Shia traditions
shows that the Palestinian people, particularly those in Gaza, cannot be considered
Nasibi. In Sunni school of thought, Nasibi refers to those who regard enmity toward
Imam Ali (AS) as part of their religious devotion, whereas historical and religious
evidence demonstrates that such an attitude does not exist among Palestinians.
Likewise, a review of Shia scholarship shows that although scholars differ slightly in
identifying specific cases, they agree that explicit hostility toward the Ahlul Bayt (AS) is
the defining condition of Nasibism. Such hostility is not seen in the behavior of the
Palestinian people or in existing textual evidence.
Moteovet, sectarian and historical studies indicate that none of the classical historical or
heresiographical sources identify Palestine as the origin or center of Nasibi movements,
whether Takfiri or non-Takfiri. This conclusion is further supported by the prevalence of
the Shafi’i school in Palestine, which holds deep respect for the Ahlul Bayt (AS).
Field observations also confirm growing affection for the Ahlul Bayt (AS) and even a
modest rise in Shia adherence among Palestinians, with reports indicating the presence
of at least ten thousand native Shias. In Palestinian religious and resistance literature,
references to Imam Hussain (AS) and the event of Karbala are frequent; many speeches,
statements, and poems portray Karbala as a model of resistance against oppression.
Furthermore, the naming of mosques, schools, and religious institutions after Imam Ali
(AS), Lady Fatima (SA), and Imam Hussain (AS) reflects the honored position of the Ahl
al-Bayt in Palestinian religious culture.
Altogether, these findings show cleatly that the Palestinian people not only do not belong
to the Nasibism but also express deep affection and attachment to the Prophet’s
Household (AS). These results confirm and support the Supreme Leadet’s view that the
Palestinian people are not Nasibis.



4. Conclusion

1. According to Sunni definitions, Nasibis are those who regard hostility toward
Imam Ali (AS) as a form of religious devotion.

2. Shia scholars agree on the definition of a Nasibi as one who harbors and
expresses enmity toward the Ahlul Bayt (AS), though they differ slightly in
identifying its instances. Only a very small and rare group can be considered
Nasibi, and this classification does not apply to Sunnis in general.

3. Based on the views of both Sunni and Shia scholars, who classify Nasibi into
Takfiri and non-Takfiri groups, the people of Palestine and Gaza belong to
neither category.

4. No historian, heresiographer, or scholar from either tradition has identified
Palestine as a region associated with Naszbi groups, whether Takfiri or non-
Takfiri, from the origin to the spread of the phenomenon.

5. Most Palestinians follow the Shafi‘i school, and in recent years, interest in
Shi‘ism has grown rapidly among them, with at least ten thousand native
Shi‘as currently present.

6. Many Palestinian poets, religious figures, and resistance fighters compare their
struggle against Israel to the tragedy of Karbala and regard Imam Hussain
(AS), the Master of Martyrs, as their model. Numerous mosques and academic
centers in Palestine bear the names of the Ahlul Bayt (AS), demonstrating
their love for them.

7.  The wise Leader of the Islamic Revolution, as a jurist and insightful statesman
aware of global developments and enemy schemes, responded at the right
time and place—before Sunni scholars—to the claim of Palestinian Nasibism,
thereby safeguarding Muslim unity and continued support for Palestine.

Keywords: Nasib, Nasibism, Palestine, Gaza, Ahlul Bayt, Ayatollah Khamenei
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