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Abstract

The role and validity of custom in Quranic interpretation is a fundamental issue in the
methodology of understanding revelation. Since the Holy Quran was revealed in the
language of rational human communication and common understanding, determining
the extent of custom’s influence in uncovering the Divine intent is of particular
importance in interpretive ijtihad (legal reasoning). Although Shia Mufassirs (exegetes)
acknowledge the role of custom in clarifying meanings and identifying instances, its scope
and criteria of validity have not been systematically explained.

This study offers a scholarly examination of this issue. The findings indicate that, from
Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective, custom is not an independent source but a contextual
indicator and tool for understanding. At the level of intended usage, general custom
serves as the primary criterion for semantic analysis, but it carries no authority in supra-
sensible concepts or those with specifically Quranic technical meanings. In identifying
instances, custom is valid in perceptible subjects lacking a legally defined reality, whereas
in matters of the unseen and in technical religious terms, reference must be made to the
Quran, Sunnah, and reason. Thus, His Eminence’s ijtihad-based approach emphasizes
the alignment of custom with the Divine Lawgiver’s approval and the nature of the
subject matter, offering a principled framework for the methodical use of custom in
Quranic interpretation.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
Introduction
The role of custom in understanding and interpreting the Holy Quran is rooted, on the
one hand, in the rational communicative nature of revelation, and on the other, in the
need to delineate clearly its methodological limits and criteria of validity. Many Mufassirs
(exegetes) - particularly within the Shia school of thought - regard custom not as an
independent source but as an auxiliary tool for identifying intended usage and, in some
cases, determining the referents of Quranic verses. Nonetheless, the precise boundaries
of the validity of custom at the levels of “intended usage” and “serious intent” have rarely
been examined in a systematic manner. This study reassesses these boundaries using a
qualitative, document-based analysis. Drawing on Ayatollah Khamenei’s exegetical views,
it analyzes the position of custom alongside rational, linguistic, and narrational
considerations. The findings indicate that at the level of conceptual meaning and
indicative usage, general custom is the principal standard for determining meaning;
however, in interpreting supra-sensible concepts or those with specific Quranic technical
meanings, exclusive reliance on custom is not valid. By contrast, at the level of referents,
custom is authoritative in perceptible matters lacking a defined Sharia-based truth
(Hagiqah), whereas in unseen realities or terms with specialized technical meaning,
recourse must be made to the Qut’an, the Sunnah of the Infallibles, and reason.
Accordingly, Ayatollah Khamenei’s ijtthad-based approach treats custom as a contextual
indicator and interpretive tool rather than an independent source, grounding its role in
its alignment with the Lawgiver’s approval and the nature of the subject. This analysis
provides a principled framework for the methodological use of custom in Quranic
interpretation and forms a basis for comparative studies and the contextualization of
interpretive methods.
Methodology
The study employs qualitative content analysis with a seminary-based exegetical approach
that integrates principles of ijtihad and Islamic rationality.
Results and Discussion
The findings show that in the domain of conceptual meaning and intended usage, general
custom is the primary criterion for identifying meaning, whereas in interpreting supra-
sensible concepts or those with distinctive Quranic technical terminology, reliance on
custom alone is invalid. Conversely, at the level of referents, custom carries authority in
perceptible matters lacking a Sharia-based truth, while in unseen realities or conceptually
specialized terms, one must turn to Quranic exegesis by Quran, the Sunnah, and rational
argumentation. On this basis, Ayatollah Khamenei’s ijtihad-based approach regards
custom as a contextual indicator rather than an independent source, and its function
depends on its alignment with the Divine Lawgiver’s validation and the nature of the
subject. This yields a principled model for the methodical use of custom in Quranic
interpretation.
Conclusion
As a tool for understanding and interpretation, custom operates at two levels: the level
of intended usage of Quranic terms and the level of serious intent concerning the actual
referents of verses. According to exegetical approaches such as that of Ayatollah
Khamenei, custom is valid in determining intended usage across all lexical meanings. Its
role in identifying serious intent and referents divides into two domains: ontological (real)
concepts and normative (legal) concepts. Ontological concepts may be further divided
into perceptible concepts - where custom has a role - and supra-sensible concepts - where
it does not. Normative and legal concepts also fall into two categories: those with a



specific Quranic technical meaning (Sharia-based Hagiqah), in which custom plays no role,
and those without such a technical designation, where custom may serve as an

interpretive tool and contextual indicator.
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