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Abstract

Verse 28 of al-Hajj Surah, due to its conceptual breadth, has consistently been subject to
interpretive debate and has produced a range of seemingly divergent readings - from
individual material benefits to the strategic aims of the Ummah. Addressing the question
of how this interpretive trajectory can be understood within a coherent framework, this
study employs a descriptive—analytical method to propose an innovative model based on
“coexisting interpretive waves.” The findings show that the understanding of “benefits”
has not followed a linear process of replacement but rather the emergence of
complementary semantic layers. The first wave, focused on the individual, interprets the
benefits as tangible material gains (such as trade) or spiritual gains (such as Maghfirat
[forgiveness]) for the pilgrim. The second wave marks a conceptual shift toward the
Ummah, expanding the meaning of benefits to include transformative social dimensions
(unity and collective strength) and profound spiritual effects (Hajj as a school of
education and insight). The culmination of this development appears in the third wave -
the strategic reading of Ayatollah Khamenei - which reconfigures all previous benefits
from “ultimate goals” into “functional infrastructures” for achieving a higher purpose:
the “uprising of the Ummah”. By presenting this model, the study not only offers a
coherent framework for tracing the history of interpreting this verse but also provides a
methodological approach capable of analyzing the development of other key Quranic
concepts. It further underscores the dynamism of Islamic thought in activating the
strategic capacities of sacred texts.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
Introduction
The key phrase “/i-yashbadii mandfi‘a lahun” (so they may obtain the benefits [in store] for
them) (Hajj: 28), owing to the broad semantic range of benefits, has long been a field of
interpretive debate and subject to diverse and evolving readings throughout Islamic
intellectual history. From the earliest centuties, this breadth generated a vatiety of
seemingly divergent interpretations: some limiting bexefits to material gain from trade (Ibn
Qutaybah, 1411: 249); others restricting it to spiritual forgiveness and reward in the
hereafter (Tabari, 1412: 17/108); and still others combining both (San‘ani, 1411: 2/32).
Over time, the concept expanded to encompass social, political, and civilizational
dimensions, reaching a high point in its connection to the strategic idea of the “rising of
the Ummah” (Seyed Ali Khamenei, Speech, 18/03/1401). This plurality raises a
foundational question: What logic governs this trajectory of change, and how can these
diverse readings be understood within a coherent framework? This study addresses this
question through a systematic analysis of the exegetical development of the concept and
proposes an analytical model for understanding this process.
Methodology
Using a descriptive—analytical approach, the study examines and compares key exegeses
across various historical contexts. Its main innovation is the introduction of an analytical
model based on “coexisting exegetical waves.” Unlike linear approaches that interpret
development as the replacement of older views by newer ones, this model holds that
conceptual evolution occurs through the emergence of complementary semantic layers
that coexist, enriching and complexifying the original meaning. On this basis, the paper
identifies and analyzes three major exegetical waves: the first wave (individual-centered
reading), the second wave (community-centered and transformative reading), and the
third wave (strategic and consolidative reading). This framework enables the analysis of
the complexities, continuities, and conceptual shifts in the exegetical history of the verse.
Results and Discussion
Applying the “wave model” reveals a cumulative three-layered structure in the historical
understanding of the benefits of Hajj:
First Wave: Individual-centered reading
Prevailing in the early centuries (1st-3rd AH) and persisting as a foundational layer, this
reading defines benefits from the standpoint of the individual pilgrim and emphasizes
tangible, directly observable benefits. It comprises three main tendencies: a material view
(trade and markets), a spiritual view (forgiveness and eschatological reward), and an initial
comprehensive view that included both—accepted by leading exegetes such as Tusi (n.d.:
7/310) and Tabrisi (1372: 7/129) in the Shia tradition, and Tabari (1412: 17/108) and
Fakhr al-Razi (1420: 23/220) in the Sunni tradition. The continuity of this wave is evident
in later comprehensive works such as those of Suyuti (1404: 4/356) and Alusi (1415:
9/138).
Second Wave: Community-centered and transformative reading
Gaining momentum especially in the modern era, this wave shifts the focus from the
“individual” to the “Ummah.” Here, Hajj is reinterpreted as a global congregation for
generating collective benefits. These include broad social dimensions, such as unity,
collective strength, and mutual interaction for the spiritual growth of the Ummabh, as
articulated by Allameh Tabataba’i(1390: 14/369-370) and Ibn-e Ashur (1420: 17/177) -
as well as political dimensions, such as consultation on problems facing the Muslim world
and the formation of unified political positions, as analyzed by Fadlallah (1419: 16/55).
At the same time, spiritual benefits extend beyond basic reward and become a



transformative spiritual process in which Hajj functions as a school of moral training and
self-purification (as seen in the Hadith of Imam Reza (AS) (Nahavandi, 1386: 4/339) and
the analysis of Mudarrisi (1419: 8/51)) and as a source of insight and mystical unveiling
(evident in Qushayti (2000: 2/540) and Ibn-e Arabi (1422: 2/56)).

Third Wave: Strategic and consolidative reading

The culmination of this trajectory appears in the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei. This
reading reorganizes earlier benefits - individual and social - not as ultimate objectives but
as functional infrastructures for a higher purpose: the “rising of the Ummah.” By linking
the Hajj verse to “qéyaman li’I-nds” (Ma’idah: 97), it redefines Hajj as an annual workshop
for strengthening the Islamic community across three dimensions: spiritual (faith and
insight), socio-political (unity and disavowal of polytheists), and behavioral (lifestyle)
(Ayatollah Khamenei, Speeches, 18/03/1401; Ayatollah Khamenei, Weritings,
29/05/1397).

Conclusion

The study concludes that the exegetical history of benefits is a coherent process of
cumulative semantic enrichment. Ayatollah Khamenei’s strategic reading is not a parallel
alternative but a dynamic interpretive engagement responsive to contemporary
contextual needs, activating the verse’s potential as a “Quranic charter for societal
consolidation.” The success of the wave model in explaining this complex process
highlights its usefulness as a methodological tool for analyzing the historical development
of other key Qur’anic concepts. Ultimately, the study underscores the dynamism of
Islamic thought in activating the strategic capacities of scripture and emphasizes the
importance of understanding Hajj as a civilization-shaping institution in the
contemporary world.
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