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Abstract

This article adopts a comparative-analytical approach to examine models of anti-
colonialism in the Fighi—political thought of Ayatollah Khamenei and Sayyid Qutb. The
central research question addresses the fundamental distinctions between these two
models in confronting colonialism and Western domination, and examines whether a
direct intellectual influence of Sayyid Qutb on Ayatollah Khamenei’s anti-colonial
perspectives can be substantiated. The research methodology combines implicit content
analysis with a comparative study of the intellectual and practical positions of both
thinkers, drawing on primary texts and authoritative secondary sources. The findings
demonstrate that Sayyid Qutb, operating within the geographical and political context of
colonized Egypt and in confrontation with secular nationalist regimes, constructed his
anti-colonial discourse around concepts such as the “modern ignorance” of both
Western civilization and the rulers of the Islamic world, as well as the notion of “offensive
jihad.” His approach emphasized doctrinal purity within the Islamic world and strict
cultural demarcation from the West. By contrast, Ayatollah Khamenei, situated in the
context of pre- and post-Islamic Revolution Iran and confronting a composite form of
Western domination, encompassing both hard and soft power, developed and
institutionalized a model of “civilizational anti-colonialism.” This model is grounded in
governmental Figh, Wilayat al-Faqih, Islamic system-building, religious populism, the
resistance economy, and the concept of the “jihad of clarification”. The study concludes
that ideological and historical contexts have played a decisive role in shaping both the
scope and the mode of anti-colonialism in the thought and political practice of these two
figures. Accordingly, Sayyid Qutb represents a revolutionary and jihadi movement-based
model rooted in Sunni teachings, whereas Ayatollah Khamenei represents a system-
building model characterized by soft civilizational confrontation, combined with hard
defense when necessary, grounded in Shiite teachings and shared Islamic principles. This
latter model has been adopted and implemented by segments of both Shiite and Sunni
fronts of Islamic resistance, particularly under the leadership of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. With regard to the claim of a direct intellectual influence of Sayyid Qutb on
Ayatollah Khamenei, the findings indicate that while a degree of contextual inspiration is
plausible for any thinker, such influence in this case remains limited. Ayatollah
Khamenei’s distinct doctrinal foundations, specific historical and geographical
conditions, and close association with Imam Khomeini during the Islamic Revolution
have reinforced the autonomy and originality of his anti-colonial model.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
In the contemporary period, the Islamic world, like many other regions, has been
subjected to the political, economic, and cultural incursions of European colonial powers.
As a result, the emergence of anti-colonial thought became one of the most significant
components of political discourse in this geographical and civilizational sphere. Among
the prominent Muslim thinkers who articulated frameworks for resistance against
colonial domination are Sayyid Qutb in Egypt and Ayatollah Khamenei in Iran. Although
both share a commitment to opposing colonial hegemony, their models of anti-
colonialism differ substantially in form, methodology, and ultimate objectives.
Sayyid Qutb interpreted Western colonialism and the non-Islamic culture governing
Muslim rulers as manifestations of “modern ignorance.” Within this framework, he
regarded doctrinal purity and offensive jihad against Western civilization as necessary
prerequisites for the reconstruction of Islamic society.
In contrast, Ayatollah Khamenei conceptualizes anti-colonialism within a comprehensive
civilizational framework. He envisions a gradual trajectory encompassing Islamic
revolution, system-building, state-building, and society-building, culminating in the
realization of a New Islamic Civilization. Drawing on governmental jurisprudence, the
doctrine of Wilayat al-Faqih, the resistance economy, and comprehensive cultural,
ideological, social, and military resistance, he advances a multidimensional strategy to
confront colonialism and Western domination.
While apparent similarities between these two anti-colonial models cannot be denied,
divergent doctrinal foundations, religious orientations, and political-social contexts have
produced distinct analytical approaches and practical solutions. This article therefore
examines both the convergences and divergences between these perspectives and
critically assesses the claim that Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei’s anti-colonial thought
was directly influenced by Sayyid Qutb.
2. Methodology
The research methodology employed in this study is qualitative and comparative. Data
were collected through library-based research, including Sayyid Qutb’s principal works,
most notably Fi Zilal al-Quran (In the Shade of the Quran) and Ma alim fi al-Tariq
(Milestones), as well as Ayatollah Khamenei’s translations of selected works by Qutb and
collections of his speeches, writings, and statements on political and social thought.
3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Theoretical Foundations of Sayyid Qutb
Sayyid Qutb regarded contemporary Western civilization as a clear embodiment of
“modern ignorance.” In his view, liberation from this condition required the
establishment of an Islamic society governed by the Divine law at the individual, familial,
and social levels. However, he maintained that as long as Western civilizational
dominance and modern ignorance prevailed, particulatly in the Islamic world, the
realization of a truly Islamic society would remain impossible. Salvation thus necessitated
the formation of an Islamic civilization and the collective uprising of the Muslim
community to escape this civilizational abyss, enabling the Muslim Ummah (community)
to reassume its historical mission of guiding humanity.
With respect to colonialism, Qutb argued that although it appears to be driven primarily
by economic and political motives, it ultimately transcends historical contingencies and
evolves into a form of comprehensive civilizational domination. Colonialism, in his



analysis, is not metely an external imposition but also a symptom of internal deviation
within Islamic societies.

Qutb further asserted that the distinction between Dat al-Islam and Dar al-Harb is not
geographical but rather determined by the dominance of belief, thought, and legal
authority. His ideal Islamic society is conceived as an integrated community free from
manifestations of polytheism and unbelief.

Accordingly, his proposed means of confronting colonialism and rescuing Islam and the
Muslim Ummah from Western material civilization include resistance to corrupt rulers,
establishment of an Islamic system, cultivation of a faithful generation, and intellectual
as well as practical jihad against colonial domination.

3.2.Theoretical Foundations of Ayatollah Khamenei

From Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective, colonialism is a complex and multidimensional
phenomenon that, while retaining its essential nature, has manifested historically in
various forms, classical colonialism, neo-colonialism, and meta-colonialism, and
continues to evolve in the present era.

The foundational principle underpinning his anti-colonial thought is the Quranic
doctrine of Nafy-e Sabil (the negation of domination), which he applies across cultural,
political, and economic domains. In confronting colonialism, he emphasizes both the
necessity of repelling external aggression and the importance of cultivating a guiding and
protective current within society, one originally entrusted to the prophets and, during the
era of occultation, embodied in the leadership of Wilayat al-Faqih.

Ayatollah Khamenei regards the implementation of Islamic law within society and the
Islamic system as a vital strategy for preserving the independence of the Islamic order,
resisting meta-colonial domination and comprehensive Western hegemony, and paving
the way for the realization of the Islamic Ummah and the New Islamic Civilization.

His practical strategies for anti-colonialism include enemy recognition, Islamic
awakening, Islamic unity, independence and self-sufficiency, cultural resistance, the jihad
of clarification and public enlightenment, strengthening the resistance front, indigenous
knowledge production through a “software movement,” religious democracy, the
Islamic—Iranian Blueprint for Progress, and the realization of the key components
articulated in the “Second Phase of the Revolution” statement, namely human building,
social structuring, and the New Islamic Civilization.

4. Conclusion

The comparative analysis of anti-colonialism in the Fighi—political thought of Ayatollah
Khamenei and the political thought of Sayyid Qutb reveals that, despite shared
opposition to foreign domination and a common emphasis on Islamic resistance, the two
models diverge fundamentally in their epistemological foundations, methodologies, and
ultimate objectives.

Grounded in Shiite Figh, political rationality, and a civilizational understanding of Islam,
Ayatollah Khamenei conceptualizes anti-colonialism not merely as an emotional or
revolutionary reaction, but as a religious, rational, and strategic obligation directed toward
the realization of a New Islamic Civilization. Within this framework, resistance to foreign
domination is articulated through Wilayat al-Faqih, social insight, and the cultivation of
the Islamic Ummah.

By contrast, Sayyid Qutb adopts a more interpretive and idealistic approach, viewing
colonialism as a manifestation of modern ignorance and defining resistance primarily
through the establishment of Divine sovereignty and the total negation of non-divine



systems. His emphasis lies on internal transformation through a return to the Quran and
Prophetic practice, accompanied by a distancing from existing political structures.
Differences in jurisprudential traditions (Shiite and Sunni), conceptions of authority and
governance, methods of realizing the Islamic ideal society, and understandings of human
agency constitute the principal axes of divergence between these two models. This study
demonstrates that Ayatollah Khamenei’s anti-colonial framework is characterized by
jurisprudential coherence, strategic rationality, and civilizational continuity, whereas
Sayyid Qutb’s model places greater emphasis on idealistic, interpretive, and revolutionary
dimensions.

Ultimately, a nuanced understanding of these two paradigms contributes to a more
comprehensive appreciation of the diversity of Islamic resistance strategies in the
contemporary world and provides a conceptual foundation for re-examining approaches
to confronting domination and modern forms of colonialism.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, Sayyid Qutb, Jihad, Anti-Colonialism, Civilization,
West.
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