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Abstract

Governance is among the most central scientific and strategic concerns of contemporary
societies. Islamic governance, as a distinct and deeply rooted model within Islamic
political thought, has attracted the attention of both Muslim thinkers and Orientalist
scholars. Employing a descriptive—analytical method, this study seeks to address the
following question: How is the model of Islamic governance defined from the
perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei, and how can Orientalist views on this issue be
evaluated? The scope of the study concerning Orientalist scholatship is limited to the
“Governance” entry in The Princeton Encyclopedia of Islamic Political Thought. From
the perspective of the Leader, “governance in Islamic logic is fundamentally different
from prevailing forms of governance in the world; it is neither akin to monarchy, nor to
contemporary presidential systems, nor to military command structures, nor to coup-
based rule.” Accordingly, this research first enlarges upon the distinguishing features of
the Islamic governance model, such as the intrinsic integration of spirituality, rationality,
justice, and religious democracy; it then critiques the reductionist approaches and
sectarian classifications employed by Orientalist scholars in their treatment of Islamic
governance, demonstrating that their findings fail to grasp the civilizational nature and
functional dimensions of Islamic governance. Emphasizing the Quran-based model of
Islamic governance within the intellectual framework of Ayatollah Khamenei, this study
situates the model between voluntarist and centralized paradigms and underscores the
importance of reviving this discourse in the domains of theory-building and
policymaking.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Governance, as a pivotal subject in political science and societal administration, has in
recent decades evolved from a predominantly institutional-legal concept into an
interdisciplinaty paradigm concerned with managing complexity and uncertainty.
Multiple factors, including the growing interdependence of socio-economic systems, the
rapid expansion of digital technologies, transboundary crises, and shifting patterns of
public trust, have intensified the need for systematic research on effective governance.
Within this framework, Orientalist scholarship plays a significant role in examining power
configurations, legitimacy frameworks, modes of social participation, and interactions
between formal and informal institutions, while also providing historical and cultural
narratives that facilitate the analysis of governance systems in a globalized context.
Nevertheless, many of these studies adopt a reductionist orientation, conceptualizing
Islamic governance primarily through juridical and institutional lenses and thereby
neglecting its normative, ethical, and civilizational dimensions. This study secks to offer
a comparative examination of the Islamic governance model from the perspective of
Ayatollah Khamenei, alongside a critical evaluation of Orientalist interpretations, through
a descriptive—analytical approach.
2. Methodology
The present study employs a descriptive—analytical methodology, drawing primarily on
library-based sources and the entry “Governance” in the Princeton Encyclopedia of
Political Thought in Islam. The analytical framework is grounded in the statements and
intellectual stances of the Leader, which constitute the principal reference for elucidating
and assessing the concept of Islamic governance. Core components of Islamic
governance, including Sharia, council, caliphate, justice, public participation, and
authority, are re-examined through a Quran-based perspective that emphasizes ethical
coherence and rational foundations. Moreover, the analysis of Orientalist viewpoints,
patticulatly the approach of Intisar A. Rabb, centers on historical contextualization,
institutional-legal analysis, and an emphasis on religious politics, while critically assessing
their presuppositions and limitations in relation to the internal logic of Islamic
governance.
3. Results and Findings
From the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei, Islamic governance constitutes a
distinctive model that cannot be reduced to monarchical, conventional republican, or
military frameworks. Rather, it is founded upon the integrated realization of spirituality,
rationality, justice, and religious democracy. This model unfolds through a longitudinal
process, beginning with rational education, progressing through the reinforcement of
collective ethical values, and culminating in conscious adherence to the rule of law. Its
Quranic foundations rest upon three interrelated elements: Kitab (Divine legislation and
Sharia), Mizan (normative criteria for the realization of justice), and Hadid (power and
coercive capacity), which, together with active public participation, secure justice and the
institutionalization of religion. Within this framework, expediency and Sharia are not
conceived as competing principles but as mutually reinforcing components that facilitate
the attainment of societal objectives.
In Orientalist analyses, Islamic governance is predominantly portrayed through juridical
and institutional frameworks, with a strong emphasis on religious politics and the role of
jurists. This approach constrains a comprehensive understanding of the civilizational
essence and functional scope of Islamic governance. Prevailing biases include the
dominance of Sunni jurisprudential paradigms, insufficient engagement with Shiite



theological—political doctrines, and an incomplete or distorted depiction of the Imamate
as a hereditary and despotic monarchy. Such representations frequently marginalize
concepts such as meritocracy, spiritual leadership, and popular participation, thereby
undermining the potential for religious democracy and the synthesis of divine and
popular legitimacy.

With respect to the caliphate and councils, the Leader underscores merit-based
leadership, ethical and scientific qualifications, consultative mechanisms, and the ruler’s
ultimate decision-making authority. In contrast to Orientalist interpretations that regard
councils and jurists as merely supervisory bodies, consultation within Islamic governance
is understood as a deeply rooted intellectual tradition that complements, rather than
constrains, the ruler’s final judgment. Accordingly, the concentration of authority within
a legitimate leadership framework marks a fundamental divergence from Western liberal-
democratic models.

4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that, from the perspective of Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei,
Islamic governance represents an autonomous and comprehensive model that
harmonizes justice, authotity, and public participation through rational, ethical, and legal
cultivation. While Orientalist analyses offer valuable descriptive insights, their
predominant focus on juridical and religious-political dimensions, coupled with their
neglect of epistemic and civilizational foundations, limits their capacity to capture the full
essence of Islamic governance. Reconstructing and rearticulating this model within a
Quran-based framework provides a robust theoretical and practical foundation for
policymaking and governance in contemporary Islamic societies. The study further
highlights the necessity of recognizing the intrinsic capacities of Islamic political thought
and avoiding reductionist Orientalist interpretations in order to advance the discourse on
Islamic governance at both theoretical and practical levels.

Keywords: Governance, Islam, Orientalists, Ayatollah Khamenei, Quran, Princeton
Encyclopedia.
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