D Abstracts

A Conceptual Analysis of Quranic Terms of Istikbar and Istidaf,
Taghut, Jahiliyyah, Aduww, and Irtija in the Remarks of Ayatollah
Khamenei

Laleh Eftekhari *
Assistant Professor, Department of Quranic Sciences and Hadith, Shabed University, Tebran, Iran

DOI: 10.22034 /rjfis.2025.569607.1246

Abstract

The precise selection and structural arrangement of lexicons in the Holy Quran are
central to its rhetorical matchlessness. The conceptology of Quranic terms in the
thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei, given his profound command of Quranic concepts and
Islamic history, provides a vital framework for understanding contemporary Islamic
thought. This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to investigate five
pivotal Quranic terms as highlighted in the remarks of Ayatollah Khamenei: istikbar
(arrogance), istid ‘af (weak or oppressed) and taghut, jahiliyyah (ignorance), ‘aduww
(enemy), and irtija" (retrogression). The findings indicate that, for each term, the Leader
first presents a brief lexical definition and then explains its position in the Quran and
Hadiths. Ayatollah Khamenei subsequently identifies both historical and contemporary
instances of these concepts by outlining their indicators and proposing strategies for
confronting them. The results also demonstrate the systemic relationship among these
terms; their universal, spatial, and temporal applicability; their realization at the levels of
individuals, groups, and governments; their emergence as a result of the absence of
religious governance; and their shared contemporary manifestations, such as the United
States. Furthermore, the study highlights the oppositional relationship between istid ‘af
and the other concepts, their substitutive or associative relationships, and the necessity
of active efforts to eliminate the duality of istid af through engagement with these
concepts.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
The selection and arrangement of lexicons in the Holy Quran are regarded as patt of its
rhetorical and expressive miracle. Conceptual analysis of Quranic terms in the statements
and remarks of Ayatollah Khamenei, considering his deep familiarity with Quranic
concepts and Islamic history, plays a vital role in achieving informed, accurate, and
authentic understanding of Quranic teachings. Therefore, this study, using a descriptive—
analytical approach, examines the conceptual system of six Quranic terms, #stikbar and
istid'df, taghat, jabiliyyah, ‘aduww, and irtjja’, as articulated and stressed in the statements
and speeches of Ayatollah Khamenei.
This research seeks to identify the conceptual framework of istikbdr and istid af, taghit,
Jahiliyyah, “aduww, and irtija" in Ayatollah Khamenef’s intellectual system. After examining
the lexical and technical meanings of each term, the study aims, through analysis of his
statements, to arrive at their Quranic meanings, their application in contemporary society,
and the interrelationships among these concepts.
2. Methodology
This research adopts a documentary approach and aims at comparative conceptual
analysis. The governing methodology is qualitative content analysis, which falls within
the broader descriptive—analytical paradigm.
Population and Sample
The research population consists of all official speeches, statements, and written works
of Ayatollah Khamenei in which the key terms under study (istikbar, istid af, taghit,
Jabiliyyah, ‘aduww, and irtjja") appear. Sampling is conducted using purposive sampling,
based on the frequency and significance of the terms’ usage in the relevant texts.
Procedure
-Data Collection Stage: All documents related to the studied terms are collected from
reliable sources, such as the Official Website of the Office for the Preservation and
Publication of the Works of the Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei.
-Coding and Categorization Stage: The textual data (statements) are analyzed using
qualitative content analysis. This process includes open coding, axial coding, and selective
coding, in order to extract and explain the fundamental concepts, conceptual dimensions,
and structural relationships among these terms within the Leader’s intellectual
framework.
-Interpretation Stage: Finally, the coded findings are analyzed within the framework of
Quranic principles and relevant exegeses, and the conceptual system of each term is
presented with emphasis on descriptive aspects (definitions and instances) and analytical
aspects (relationships with other concepts).
3. Results and Discussion
In explaining the conceptual analysis of istikbar, istid df, taghit, jabiliyyab, ‘aduww, and irtyja’
in the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei, the following components were identified:
o Istikbar and Istid‘af
Including types of Istikbar and categories of arrogant and oppressed groups; the scope
of arrogance and oppression; the Quranic usage of these terms and their relationship
with other concepts; the causes of the emergence of the istikbar—istid af dichotomy;
characteristics of the arrogant and the oppressed; and identification of their instances.
This also includes the duties of Muslims and the Islamic system in confronting arrogance
and oppression, such as recognizing the true nature, orientation, and programs of
arrogant powers; forming faith-based collectives to overcome permissive policies of



arrogance; reliance on Divine assistance and trust in God’s truthful promise; distrust of
global arrogant powers as part of Imam Khomeini’s school of thought; belief in the
divine tradition of nations’ resistance against arrogance; insistence on national dignity and
faith-based Islam; recognition of the blessings of resistance against global arrogance;
viewing struggle against arrogance as possible, future-oriented, and obligatory; utilizing
opportunities such as Hajj to declare dissociation from America and arrogance; avoiding
relations with arrogant states; interpreting the slogan “Death to America” as opposition
to interventionist and arrogant powers; perseverance against arrogance as the path to
dignity, progress, and prosperity; and acknowledging the fear of arrogant power centers
toward the growth of faith and righteous action in the Islamic world.

Duties in confronting oppression include facilitating the lives of the oppressed by
government officials at all levels; adherence to Divine commands regarding combating
tyranny and corruption while striving to eliminate poverty; prioritizing poverty alleviation
in national planning; using poverty reduction as a criterion for evaluating policies; and
preventing the decline of charitable traditions such as almsgiving, feeding the needy,
endowments, and charitable trusts.

e Taghut

Including its definition, Quranic concept, and concrete instances.

e Jahiliyyah

Including its definition and characteristics, its Quranic concept, its scope and features,
and methods of confronting it.

o ‘Aduww

Including its meaning, Quranic concept, types of enemies, supporters and allies of
enemies, instances of enmity, methods of hostile action, such as sowing division among
Shia and Sunni groups, erasing Iranian national identity, exerting economic pressure to
pit people against the system, undermining foundational symbols such as the 22nd of
Bahman, plotting coups and the imposed eight-year war, sanctions and asset seizures,
psychological, propaganda, and media warfare, obstructing scientific progress,
undermining self-confidence and trust in officials, destroying spiritual fortresses, and
hostility toward advocates of unity and defenders of the system, and strategies for
countering these actions, including reliance on popular power, effective media use,
patience and insight, avoidance of arrogance, and addressing weaknesses and excesses.

o Irtija

Including its Quranic concept, its relationship with revolutions, Western efforts to push
the Islamic Revolution toward retrogression, manifestations of revolutionary regression,
such as a turn toward aristocracy, preference for affluent classes over the poor, reliance
on foreigners instead of the people, retention of revolutionary figures accompanied by
ideological deviation, and alteration of the revolution’s lofty goals toward a world of
domination under attractive labels like reformism and modernism, and methods of
confronting retrogression, including preservation of ideals, self-confidence, detachment
from the West, avoidance of elitism, observance of divine boundaries with trust in God,
and familiarity with prophetic narratives that offer both preventive and corrective
lessons.

4. Conclusion

The findings indicate that Ayatollah Khamenei, after briefly presenting the lexical
meaning of each term, proceeds to explain its position in the Holy Quran and Hadiths,
identifies its historical and contemporary instances by outlining indicators, and proposes
strategies for confronting them. The results also reveal the systemic interconnection
among these concepts; their universality across time and space; their realization at the



levels of individuals, groups, and governments; their emergence due to the absence of
religious governance; their shared contemporary manifestations, such as the United
States; the oppositional relationship between is#id‘afand other concepts; their substitutive
or associative relationships; and the necessity of active engagement to eliminate the
duality of oppression. Finally, it is recommended that future studies examine at least two
or three aligned concepts simultaneously within the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei.

5. Keywords
Ayatollah Khamenei, Quran, Is#ikbar, Istid af, Taghit, " Aduww, Irtija
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