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Abstract

The concept of double standard policies and differential treatment in the realm of human
rights is presented as one of the most prominent structural features and behavioral
characteristics of the United States of America in the international arena. This research,
employing an exploratory-comparative methodology and relying on the theoretical
framework of Ayatollah Khamenei, examines instances of this duality in the domain of
human rights. It analyzes how the US justifies its pursuit of geopolitical interests under
the guise of advocating for human rights. The findings indicate that the selective criteria
employed by the US in matters such as unconditional support for allies, particularly the
Israeli regime, the selective definition of terrorism, the killing of civilians, gross human
rights violations within US detention facilities, and racial discrimination are shaped not
by legal principles but rather by geopolitical interests and a drive for dominance. The
influence of the United States on international institutions has undermined their
effectiveness in achieving justice. Concurrently, the US media empire is utilized as a tool
to sanitize this dual conduct and misdirect public opinion. This study, by presenting
empirical evidence, argues that the “American version of human rights” is an inherently
contradictory and discredited concept, effectively serving as an instrument for
legitimizing unilateral policies and ensuring US hegemony.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
Introduction
The contradiction between international human rights obligations and the actual
practices of states constitutes one of the fundamental challenges confronting
contemporary international law. Although the aftermath of World War II and the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 engendered expectations
that a comprehensive and unified normative framework would be established to protect
human dignity, the experience of the past seven decades has demonstrated that
hegemonic powers, particularly the US, have systematically exploited the gap between
formal norm-setting and substantive non-compliance. This phenomenon, widely
recognized in legal scholarship as "double standards," represents a situation in which
human rights criteria are applied not in accordance with universal principles, but rather
as instruments subordinate to national interests and geopolitical objectives.
In this respect, the intellectual and theoretical framework of Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei offers a systematic and critical examination of this double standard on the part
of the United States. Building upon historical and contemporary evidence, the Leader
argues that within the architecture of American foreign policy, human rights function not
as a sincere moral and legal commitment, but as a selective instrument through which to
exert pressure upon independent states and to justify unilateral interventions. The present
study, drawing upon his theoretical framework and relying upon authoritative scientific
and international documentation, endeavors to elucidate the fundamental contradictions
between the ostensible discourse of the "The Advocate of Human Rights" and the actual
conduct of "The Systematic Violator of Human Rights" exhibited by the United States.
On this basis, the central research question of this study asks: How does the behavioral
duality of the United States in the sphere of human rights stand as subject to critique
from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual framework, and what concrete
instances substantiate this contradiction within the international domain?
Methodology
The present study is grounded in an exploratory-descriptive methodology and employs a
comparative approach. Data collection was conducted through systematic consultation
of library-based and documentary sources, including the statements and published works
of Ayatollah Khamenei, documents and reports issued by international institutions, and
various scholarly materials and scientific documentation.
Results and Discussion
The findings of this research, grounded in the intellectual and theoretical framework of
Ayatollah Khamenei and substantiated through concrete evidence and legal and political
documentation, demonstrate that the "American version of human rights" constitutes
not merely a collection of sporadic violations or deviations, but an integral component
of the dominance-oriented logic that undergirds the contemporary international order.
Within this framework, human rights in American discourse have been reduced from the
status of a universal ethical and legal obligation to an instrument of foreign policy
justification and a mechanism through which to constrain and exert pressure upon
independent states.
At the discursive level, concurrent examination of the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei
alongside documented texts, reports, and concrete instances reveals that the United
States, through its official claims, emphasizing "global leadership in the defense of human
rights," has endeavored to establish itself as the moral arbiter of the international
community. Nevertheless, the manner in which this state has addressed egregious human
rights violations perpetrated by its allies, particularly the Zionist regime, when contrasted



with the intensity of its criticism and coercive measures directed against states such as
Iran and other independent nations, demonstrates the application of openly double
standards and the subordination of purported human rights principles to political and
security considerations. From Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective, this double standard
reveals that "human rights," in the American understanding, lacks normative stability and
remains subject to the friend-enemy distinction inherent in the logic of power.

At the structural level, the research demonstrates that the United States employs the
institutional capacities available within the United Nations and other international
mechanisms not to strengthen impartiality and justice, but to consolidate its hegemonic
position and protect its allies. The repeated exercise of veto power within the Security
Council to neutralize resolutions critical of the Israeli regime, the exertion of political and
economic pressure upon international bodies and officials pursuing investigations into
human rights violations, and threats directed against the independence of international
judicial institutions, including the International Criminal Court (ICC), constitute
documented instances analyzed within the present study. This model, in Ayatollah
Khamenei’s intellectual framework, exemplifies a structural engineering of the
international system designed to ensure the practical impunity of hegemonic powers
against any effective mechanism of legal accountability.

At the operational level, data compiled from scholatly reports, judicial pronouncements,
media documentation, and the records of human rights organizations present a coherent
portrait of widespread and recurring human rights violations perpetrated by the United
States. The killing of civilians, particularly in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen,
demonstrates serious violations of fundamental principles of international humanitarian
law, including those of distinction and proportionality, and reveals the absence of any
effective system of accountability and remediation. Simultaneously, the behavioral
pattern governing detention facilities such as Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib,
encompassing torture, inhumane treatment, prolonged detention without trial, and
deprivation of fundamental human necessities, discloses the continuation of a structural
practice in the violation of the fundamental rights of detainees.

Within the domestic sphere, analysis of statistical data and scientific research
demonstrates that structural racial discrimination within the United States, particulatly
against African Americans and other racial minorities, has become institutionalized
across law enforcement, judicial, criminal justice, and economic domains. Stark disparities
in arrest rates, conviction rates, severity of sentencing, and exposure to police violence,
together with the historical legacy of slavery and racial segregation, substantiate that the
claims of equality and justice advanced in American official discourse stand in serious
contradiction with the objective realities of American society.

Conclusion

The findings of this research demonstrate that the "human rights veil" in the Ametican
foreign policy constitutes, in fact, a discursive, structural, and operational mechanism
through which to obscure the hegemonic and unilateral character of this state within the
international system. Within the intellectual framework of Ayatollah Khamenei, the
duality of standards, the selectivity in identifying instances of human rights violations,
and the instrumental deployment of international institutions are understood not as
exceptions, but as inherent charactetistics of "the American version of human rights." In
other words, human rights, in this interpretation, do not constitute an intrinsic and
universal value, but rather a "political solution" through which to legitimize unilateral
sanctions, transnational interventions, politically orient juridical structures, and shape
global public opinion.



On this basis, the present study argues that the "American version of human rights,"
from a theoretical perspective, represents a contradictory and normatively incoherent
concept, and from a practical perspective, constitutes an instrument through which to
perpetuate hegemony and structural inequality within the international system. This
conclusion aligns with the analysis of Ayatollah Khamenei, which characterizes the
repeated invocation of human rights by the United States as a "political weapon" and a
"means of pressure” against independent states, rather than as a sincere commitment to
human dignity.
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