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Abstract

In the age of legal and social developments, the institution of family — as a basic unit in
the society and also the cornerstone of civilization and culture — is grappling with
fundamental challenges in the field of governance. The aim of this paper is to analyze
and revisit the structure and rationale behind family governance in the legal systems of
Iran and the west, looking into conceptual, institutional, and value-based differences in
the thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei. Employing an analytical-descriptive methodology,
this research studies key related propositions in the remarks of Ayatollah Khamenei and
secks to clarify fundamental differences in family governance and critique western
policies and develop a framework for Islamic policy-making in the sphere of family. In
the western legal system, family governance is mainly based upon liberal principles, legal
individuality, and State’s minimal intervention and has led to the formation of the three
government systems of liberal, social and neo-liberal. This is while, in Iran’s Islamic legal
system, particularly in the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei, family is tantamount to a
civilization-building institution which is regarded as the epicenter of social growth and
citizens’ identity. This focal point of the society is established on justice, affection, self-
sacrifice, and dedication. These fundamental differences pave the way for two conflicting
approaches in family policy-making, role of the State, the definition of law and family
members’ responsibilities. The findings show that the thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei
are not only capable of criticizing western models theoretically, but also be turned into a
practical basis for developing an indigenous family governance model in Iran.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
The institution of family, as the most fundamental social unit, has always played a pivotal
role in the formation of cultural, ethical and legal structures of societies. Throughout
history, family has not only been the dwelling place of birth and new generations, but
also a place for transferring values, identities, and social order. However, extensive
developments have taken place in the past decades in the definition, function, and status
of family in legal and public policy systems, which make its conceptual and institutional
review, essential. Family, in the western societies, has undergone fundamental changes;
individuality, legal secularism and policy neo-liberalism have turned family — a cultural
and ethical institution — into a private, contractual and market-dependent product. In
opposite, the Islamic Republic of Iran, relying on Islamic civilizational, ethical and Fighi
principles, has endeavored to develop and execute a different model of family
governance; a model which sees family not a private institution but an epicenter for
educating mankind, producing social capitals and preserving cultural identity. Ayatollah
Khamenei’s remarks on family are beyond mere cultural and moral advice and contain
fundamental propositions with regard to role of the State, legal structure, the identity of
men and women and the relation of family with the Islamic Civilization. This thought
critiques west’s theoretical principles and seeks to introduce an Islamic-Iranian model of
family governance consistent with jurisprudential tenets and Islamic ethics. This model
also meets both social and legal needs of the contemporary era. Thus, a comparative
analysis of the institution of family in Iran and the west with focus on thoughts of
Ayatollah Khamenei can help prepare the ground for family policy-making and promote
the Islamic discourse at the international level.
2. Methodology
Using a descriptive-analytical method, this article studies key points in Ayatollah
Khamenei’s remarks to explain fundamental differences in family governance, criticize
Western policies, and provide a framework for Islamic policymaking in the family sphere.
3. Results and Discussion
In the Western legal system, family governance is mainly based on liberal principles, legal
individualism, and minimal State intervention, leading to the formation of three systems
of governance: liberal, social, and neoliberal. While in the Islamic system of Iran,
especially in thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei, the family is considered a civilization-
building institution, the axis of social education, and the axis of male and female identity;
A center based on justice, combined with affection, sacrifice, forgiveness, and dedication.
These fundamental differences provide the basis for two conflicting approaches to family
policymaking, the role of the government, and the definition of the rights and
responsibilities of family members. The research findings show that Ayatollah
Khamenei’s thought not only has the theoretical capacity necessary to criticize Western
models, but can also serve as the basis for designing a native model of family governance
in Iran.
4. Conclusion
The family legal system in the Islamic Republic of Iran requires a fundamental
reconsideration of its legislative, judicial, and executive structures in order to maintain
Islamic legitimacy and respond to contemporary social developments. This rethinking
should be based on three complementary principles: justice as the backbone of the
Islamic system, human dignity as the basis of the legitimacy of governance, and
institutional efficiency as an indicator of public trust. Only if these principles atre realized
simultaneously can we move towards a legal system that is not only aligned with Islamic



values, but also has the ability to respond to the human and social complexities of the
present era. In this regard, the desired rethinking should not be limited solely to the level
of legislation and procedural rules, but should be accompanied by a change in the
institutional approach to the concept of family and its place in the structure of Islamic
governance. In Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought, the family is not a private institution but
a civilization-building pillar and a platform for realizing social and moral justice.
Therefore, any policymaking in this area must be accompanied by a deep understanding
of the multi-layered role of the family in the social structure and go beyond the formal
and ritual level. The human and social complexities of the present era, including changes
in family life patterns, an increase in divorce-related lawsuits, and diversity in support
needs, show that the family legal system cannot respond to issues with static and formal
approaches. Rather, it must utilize the fundamental principles of Ayatollah Khamenei’s
thought to move toward developing mechanisms that both ensure justice at the
substantive level and preserve human dignity throughout all stages of the proceedings.
In this framework, justice is not only a legal concept but also a strategic principle in
Islamic governance. Justice in the family sphere must be substantive, restorative, and
conducive to the elimination of oppression. Delivering justice in family disputes requires
understanding human situations, paying attention to the specific circumstances of
individuals, and designing mechanisms to support those affected. The principle of
dignity; Dignity in Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual system is the basis for legitimizing
governance structures. Disregard for the human dignity of individuals, especially in
situations of hardship, divorce, custody, or financial disputes, will undermine the social
and moral legitimacy of the system. Maintaining dignity in judicial processes is not a moral
recommendation but a structural requirement. Institutional efficiency: Ayatollah
Khamenei has always emphasized the need for efficiency in governance structures. It
could be said that in the family sphere, this principle means institutional coherence,
elimination of Fighi conflicts, transparency of procedures, and effective response to
social needs. Therefore, rethinking the family legal system is not a choice but a
civilizational necessity. This rethinking must be carried out based on the three principles
of justice, human dignity, and institutional efficiency in a way that, while preserving
Islamic values, also has the ability to respond to the human and social complexities of
the present era. Only in this case can the family legal system be considered one of the
pillars of realizing Islamic governance. A system that not only protects the rights of
individuals, but also guarantees social cohesion and the continuation of religious and
moral legitimacy in the governance structure.
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