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Abstract

Since the victory of the Islamic Revolution in 1979, human rights accusations against the
Islamic Republic of Iran have been one of the most high-frequent claims from a single
front in the west. The accusations against Iran are usually highlighted and magnified via
attacking the country’s principles, norms (laws), and performance politically, legally,
culturally and through media. Issuing resolutions at international events, imposing
sanctions, appointing special rapporteurs and fact-finding missions, hailing political
opposition figures in the name of human rights advocates, producing films and
publishing books are among anti-Iranian acts seeking to give a dark image of Iran in the
world. This paper, in efforts to find and outline a proper human rights strategy and
policy for Iran to counter international assaults, has looked into Ayatollah Khamenei’s
remarks and compiled the following findings: 1) The level of the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s confrontation with so-called advocates of human rights in the west is in the
framework of the West’s confrontation with Iran which means civilizational
confrontation; 2) Iran need to adopt the three approaches of “Offensive, Tabeen
(clarification), and Compliance with Requirements of Global Mechanisms” at three level
of “world public opinion (cyberspace), domestic currents, and legal and international
communities” in the formats of "criticizing the foundations of the Western version of
human rights and Western philosophy and culture, exposing Western deception and
human rights violations by Western countries, satirizing the dual approach of human
rights organizations under Western domination, theorizing and explaining the rational
foundations of Islamic human rights, forming a united front of states and nations against
America and the Zionists, arguing with the West about the level of respect for human
rights and examining the judicial pursuit of the crimes of the hegemonic system. This
way the Islamic Republic of Iran can move to challenge Western human rights and their
advocates and present the advantages of Islamic human rights to public and elite opinion.
Keywords: Western Human Rights, Islamic Human Rights, Human Rights, Civilizational
Confrontation, Iran, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Since the victory of the Islamic Revolution in 1979, human rights accusations against the
Islamic Republic of Iran have been one of the most high-frequent claims from a single
front in the west. The accusations against Iran are usually highlighted and magnified via
attacking the country’s principles, norms (laws), and performance politically, legally,
culturally and via media. Issuing resolutions at international events, imposing sanctions,
determining special rapporteurs and fact-finding missions, hailing political opposition
figures in the name of human rights advocates, producing films and publishing books are
among anti-Iranian acts seeking to give a dark image of Iran in the world. This paper
aims to find and outline a proper human rights strategy and policy for Iran to confront
international assaults based on Ayatollah Khamenei’s remarks. Given to the fact that not
much has been done in the area of introducing a human rights strategy for the Islamic
government, this research’s innovation lies in the fact that it is a critical study and also
focuses on the thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei regarding human rights. Also, since
human rights confrontation with the western civilization is intrinsic to the Islamic
Revolution and still is among the Iran’s foreign policy priorities, the findings of this paper
can be of practical use and incorporated into strategic and general policies documents
developed by of the country’s human rights institutions such as High Council for Human
Rights and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
2. Methodology
This study is conducted using a descriptive-analytical methodology with focus on
Ayatollah Khamenei’s remarks. The research data is collected through qualitative content
analysis of Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements in the field of human rights. Library
resources, including books, scholarly articles, and authoritative documents, are also used.
The data analysis method is based on extracting key components of the status of human
rights in Islam and the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran (the human rights
policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran) and presenting operational strategies and solutions
within the framework of Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual system in this area.
3. Results and Discussion
The following findings can be drawn up: 1) The level of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
confrontation with so-called advocates of human rights in the west is in the framework
of the West’s confrontation with Iran which means civilizational confrontation; 2) Iran
need to adopt the three approaches of “Offensive, Tabeen (clarification), and
Compliance with Requirements of Global Mechanisms” at three level of “world public
opinion (cyberspace), domestic currents, and legal and international communities" The
solutions offered by Ayatollah Khamenei can be categorized into negative and positive
ones. The negative category include criticizing the foundations of Western human rights
(rights of oppressors, human rights disconnected from God, a tool for fooling humanity,
with an instrumental view of women and leading to betrayal of women and families),
exposing the deception and instrumental use of human rights by the West (the heart of
concepts, false propaganda, abuse of the Security Council, exposing human rights
violations by Western countries (committing the most human rights violations against
nations, relying on coups and terror, supporting the Zionist regime, hostility to the
environment, violating people's rights in the West), satirizing the dual approach of human
rights organizations under Western domination; and the positive category includes the
need for: theorizing and explaining the rational foundations of Islamic human rights
(theoretical level), mobilizing and forming a united front against the US and the Zionists,



and arguing with the West about the extent of human rights observance, and judicial
prosecution of the crimes of the hegemonic system (practical level).

4. Conclusion

This paper, with the aim of finding the desired human rights strategy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to counter the Western human rights onslaught, drew the following
conclusion by examining the statements and remarks of Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei: The level of confrontation between the Islamic Republic
of Iran and Western human rights is strategic, not tactical, and is within the framework
of a deep and fundamental confrontation between the West and Islam, that is, a
civilizational confrontation (clash of civilizations). Therefore, while adopting an active
approach (believing in the supetiority of Islamic human rights), one should avoid
adopting Western human rights concepts that share common language but differ in
meaning; at the same time, the door to dialogue, understanding, and debate regarding
common examples is open. Secondly, the Islamic Republic of Iran must act in three areas:
"fundamentals, norms, and behaviors," with three approaches: "offensive, Tabeen
(explanatory, clarification), and compliance with the requirements of global mechanisms"
at three levels: "global public opinion (cyberspace), domestic currents, and legal and
international forums." And in the formats of: "Criticism of the foundations of Western
human rights and Western philosophy and culture, theorizing and explaining the rational
foundations behind Islamic human rights, exposing the deception of the West and human
rights violations by Western countries, satirizing the dual approach of human rights
communities dominated by the West; arguing with the West about the extent of human
rights observance, judicial prosecution of the crimes of the hegemonic system, mobilizing
and forming a united front of states and nations against the US and the Zionists,
challenging Western human rights and their proponents, and bringing to the fore the
advantages of Islamic human rights.
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