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Abstract

A foundational basis for the formation of the Islamic Revolution of Iran is the belief in
the connection between politics and spirituality. This idea stands in contrast to those
schools of thought that insist on the separation of politics from religion. Since 1989, in
various meetings with officials, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei has repeatedly elaborated on this principle and stressed the necessity for
officials to devote attention to spiritual matters. In this study, the Leader’s statements in
these meetings were collected through library research, examined and analyzed using
content analysis, and their Quranic and Hadith foundations were then explained. The
results of the research indicate that the remarks made by the Leader concerning the need
for officials to adhere to spirituality fall into three dimensions: doctrinal, moral, and
practical. Content analysis of statements related to the moral dimension reveals that the
most frequently emphasized themes are: piety (taqwa), sincerity (ikhlas), trust in God
(tawakkul), and self-purification (tazkiyah al-nafs). The reasons for the necessity of
officials’ commitment to these moral virtues are twofold: first, to cultivate the capability
and qualification to fulfill their duties and responsibilities, and second, because of the
substantial influence officials’ conduct and behavior exert on society.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
The Islamic Revolution of Iran, led by late Imam Khomeini, emerged duting a period of
extensive global efforts to erase religion and spirituality from human life. By calling the
people to religion, infusing human values with meaning, and enabling the effective
participation of the masses, the revolution materialized. Through demonstrating the
practical reality of pure monotheism and stressing the connection between politics and
faith in an age of widespread materialism, the Islamic Revolution in 1979 reminded
Muslims that recourse to materialistic Western ideologies, such as capitalist or Marxist
systems, was unnecessary. Imam Khomeini (RA) characterized the false dichotomies of
spirituality versus religion, or worldly life versus governance, as the slogan of the Islam
of Mu‘awiyah and, in the contemporary era, of American Islam, tools for dominating the
people. To counter these dangers, Ayatollah Khamenei has, from 1989 to the present,
repeatedly elucidated the foundational principles of the Islamic Republic in various
meetings with state officials and military personnel, emphasizing the necessity for
officials to devote serious attention to spiritual matters and offering practical guidance.
2. Methodology
The present study employs a descriptive—analytical methodology, drawing primarily on
In this study, the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei from these meetings were collected
through library research, examined and analyzed using content analysis, and their Quranic
and Hadith foundations was subsequently explained.
3. Results and Findings
The general findings from the content analysis of the Leader’s statements on the necessity
for state officials to cultivate spirituality indicate that, in His view, spirituality
encompasses three dimensions: doctrinal, moral, and practical. Although the most
frequently occurring themes within each dimension were identified, this article focuses
solely on the moral dimension of spirituality and its predominant themes. Concerning
the moral dimension, Ayatollah Khamenei has cited eleven moral virtues which, in
descending order of frequency, are: Piety (Taqwa) (82 instances), Sincerity (Ikhlas) (69
instances), Trust in God (Tawakkul) (55 instances), Self-Purification (Tazkiyah al-Nafs)
(50 instances), Insight (Basyrah) (41 instances), Patience (Sabr) (38 instances), Courage
(Shuja‘ah) (25 instances), Honesty (Sidq) (17 instances), Humility (Tawadu’) (15
instances), Forbearance (Sa‘at al-Sadr) (8 instances), and Control of Anger (Control of
Ghadab) (5 instances)..
4. Conclusion
By emphasizing the link between spirituality and ethics, Ayatollah Khamenei defines
spirituality as the elevation of spiritual values within oneself and in society through
devotion, heartfelt connection with God Almighty, the pursuit of divine pleasure, and
detachment from worldly allure. He compares ethics to a gentle breeze, indispensable for
a wholesome life in human society, and describes the prevalence of unethical conduct as
a cause of hardship in life.
From the Leader’s perspective, the obligation for officials and functionaries of the
Islamic system to adhere to moral virtues such as piety, trust in God, sincerity, and self-
purification is greater than for ordinary citizens, because the advancement and success of
a righteous system depend fundamentally on the moral commitment of its leaders. While
unjust systems may also require adherence to certain principles to progress, ethical
qualities, understood as purity and God-consciousness, are not essential for them, since
such systems do not hesitate to employ immoral methods.



The research results demonstrate that His remarks and statements on the necessity for
officials to adhere to spirituality are classifiable into doctrinal, moral, and practical
dimensions. Content analysis of the remarks pertaining to the moral dimension reveals
that the most frequently emphasized virtues are piety, sincerity, trust in God, and self-
purification. Moreover, the reasons necessitating officials’ commitment to these moral
virtues are twofold: to acquire the capability and competence required to fulfill their
duties, and due to the profound influence officials’ conduct and behavior exert on society.
In the Leader’s statements, several reasons are given for the heightened importance of
piety among officials compared to the general public:

e  Inan Islamic society, any harm resulting from a lack of piety reflects upon Islam
itself, and the errors of officials will be ascribed to Islam.

e  The progress and success of a righteous system are attainable only through the
blessing of piety. Although an unjust system must also observe certain
constraints to advance, piety, meaning purity and God-consciousness, is not
necessary for it, as such a system does not shy away from unjust methods.

e  If the officials of a system are pious, no corruption or harm can infiltrate it. The
way to combat corruption and establish a virtuous government is for officials
to reform themselves and remain vigilant.

e The behavior, speech, and performance of officials significantly impact the lives
of the people.

Regarding the necessity of sincerity (Ikhlas), the Leader highlights several points: first,
sincerity is the foundation of all actions - without it, no work can be rightly accomplished.
Anyone entrusted with responsibility is deficient if they lack sincerity and the intention
of seeking closeness to God.

A second reason officials must possess sincerity is that preserving this system demands
sincere effort, as steadfastness and resilience are unattainable without it. A crucially
important part of this sincere effort belongs to the legislative branch.

Concerning the necessity of trust in God (Tawakkul), the Leader addresses officials with
two key observations:

Officials in various sectors carry numerous duties and bear heavy responsibilities, for in
discharging their tasks they cultivate the world, their inner selves, and the hereafter. This
endeavor, which is both worldly and otherworldly, requires trust in God, since without it
one cannot propetly undertake the responsibilities of state management.

If officials are inwardly strong, no external problem can overpower the nation. One must
fortify the heart and inner being to overcome all apparent, physical, and environmental
shortcomings. When a person trusts in God, they fear nothing else, and being free from
such fear, they advance toward their goals.

Noting that insecurity, whether in the family, the social environment, or the nation, is
today humanity’s greatest affliction, the Leader identifies self-purification (Tazkiyah) as
the remedy for human liberation from corruption. All such insecurity, he explains, arises
from flawed policies, lust for power, unethical conduct, and human neglect of self-
purification.

All the Leader’s views on the necessity for system officials to adhere to spirituality are
grounded in Quranic verses and narrations from the Infallibles (AS), as has been detailed
in this article with respect to the moral dimension of spirituality.
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