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Abstract

In his interpretations, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
demonstrates a profound and critical engagement with the views of earlier Quranic
Mufassirs (exegetes) and, within the framework of his interpretive analyses, examines,
evaluates, and critiques their perspectives. Employing a library-based method and a
descriptive—analytical approach, this study explores the methodology undetlying his
critique of exegetical opinions within his interpretive thought. The findings indicate that,
in critiquing exegetical views, the Leader draws upon a coherent set of methodological
principles, including adherence to avoiding interpretation inspired by personal opinion
and prejudgment; emphasis on precise recourse to lexical sources and avoidance of
subjectivism; refraining from exclusive reliance on mere context; teliance on valid
sources, evidence, and contextual indicators; observance of the principles of rational and
customary discourse; and attention to the structural and thematic coherence of Quranic
verses. Through logical analysis of the foundations and arguments of exegetes, Ayatollah
Khamenei offers a purposeful critique of unsound views and, while clarifying their
interpretive weaknesses, presents his own Quranic perspective grounded in reliable
evidence. Ultimately, the Leader’s primary aim in critiquing exegetical opinions is to
purify the domain of Quranic interpretation from erroneous readings and to guide the
audience toward a scholarly, well-documented, and methodical understanding of divine
revelation.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, Quran, Interpretation, Context, Quranic Exegeses.

* Email: mohammadakbrai2014@gmail.com (Corresponding Author)

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International CC BY 4.0 @ ®



https://www.pajoohname.ir/article_240148.html

Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
The Holy Quran presents itself as the teacher of all humanity and as the guarantor of
worldly and otherworldly felicity throughout history. Accordingly, through diverse
prescriptive and descriptive teachings, it offers the human community a model of faithful
and prosperous living. The significance of this reality led, from the eatliest years of
revelation, to sustained scholarly attention to the explanation and interpretation of divine
verses. Over fourteen centuries, hundreds of Quranic commentaries have been authored
by Shia and Sunni scholars, each adopting a particular method of understanding the Holy
Quran in accordance with its own interpretive foundations and approaches.
Despite these extensive efforts, one dimension that has received comparatively little
attention in contemporary Quranic studies is the examination of how exegetes view one
another’s opinions and how they methodically critique interpretive ideas and
perspectives. Critical examination of exegetical views can lead to the identification of
shortcomings in certain interpretive readings and provide the groundwork for refining
and enhancing Quranic understanding. In recent decades, this issue has also drawn the
attention of Ayatollah Khamenei. In his Quranic interpretation sessions, while citing
numerous views of both early and later exegetes, he evaluates and critically examines
them through the application of scholarly principles and interpretive rules. Such an
approach offers a novel model in the field of the methodology of exegetical critique and
may serve as a model for future research.
In the present study, after clarifying the concept of the methodology of critiquing
exegetes and providing a comprehensive definition thereof, the interpretive views of
exegetes concerning several selected Quranic verses (al-Baqarah 2:23; al-Tawbah 9:43;
9:29; 9:71; 9:111; al-Bagarah 2:24; al-Hashr 59:1) are examined. Subsequently, the
interpretive views of the Leader regarding these same verses are presented and analyzed.
The study then secks, through careful attention to his method of critiquing other
exegetes’ views, to extract a coherent structure of his principles, rules, and approaches in
exegetical critique.
Regarding the subject of the present research, no independent work has yet been
organized in this manner. Some scholars have addressed the methodology of critiquing
exegetical views only in a case-specific way, including the following:
1. Shahroudi et al. (2021), in the article “The Methodology of Critiquing Exegetical
Views in Tafsir-e Tasnim,” examined Javadi Amoli’s critique of interpretive opinions
concerning Quranic verses such as al-Nisa’ 4:34, al-Hijr 15:39, Sad 38:82, and Al ‘Tmran
3:18, concluding that these critiques are based on the principle of interpreting the Quran
by the Qur’an and on criteria such as conformity with other verses, reliance on apparent
meanings, and coherence with the contextual flow of verses.
2. Molavi et al, in the article “A Comparative Study of the Methodology of
Understanding and Critiquing Narrations in a/-Manar and al-Furqan,” analyzed the
methods of critiquing narrations in these two commentaries and demonstrated that both
employ criteria of chain of transmission and content, with reason and rational
understanding playing an important role in both approaches.
3. Golestani (2019), in the book The Methodology of Social Interpretation in al-Mizan Exegesis,
by examining the foundational differences between the social thought of a/-Mizan and
other modern social theories, showed that the fundamental methodology of a/-Mizan
enables the critical evaluation of sociological theories in light of Quranic foundations,
particularly in areas such as gender roles and the critique of feminist sociology.



Reflection on these studies makes it clear that none of them adopts a comprehensive and
systematic perspective on the methodology of critiquing exegetical views, and in
particular, the approach of a prominent contemporary exegete such as the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution in the scholarly critique of exegetical opinions has not been subjected
to structural analysis.

The novelty and distinctive contribution of the present study lie in the fact that, for the
first time, it systematically extracts and analyzes the interpretive method and structure
employed by Ayatollah Khamenei in critiquing other Quranic exegetes’ views. This
research not only identifies the interpretive principles and rules governing his critiques,
but also, from a methodological perspective, presents a coherent model for the critical
analysis of exegetical opinions. Accordingly, the present study is innovative in terms of
subject, method, and objective, and can serve as a practical model in the field of
contemporary exegetical studies.

2. Methodology

This research adopts a library-based method and a descriptive—analytical approach to
examine the methodology of critiquing exegetical views within the framework of his
interpretive thought.

3. Results and Discussion

In critiquing exegetical views, the Leader employs a coherent set of methodological rules,
including adherence to avoiding interpretation by personal opinion and prejudgment;
emphasis on precise reference to lexical sources and avoidance of subjectivism; refraining
from exclusive reliance on context; reliance on valid sources, evidence, and contextual
indicators; observance of the principles of rational and customary discourse; and
attention to the structural and thematic coherence of Quranic verses. Through logical
analysis of the foundations and arguments of exegetes, he offers a purposeful critique of
unsound views and, while clarifying their interpretive weaknesses, presents his own
Quranic perspective supported by reliable evidence. Ultimately, the Leader’s primary aim
in critiquing exegetical views is to purify the domain of the Holy Quran from incorrect
interpretations and to guide the audience toward a scholatly, well-documented, and
methodical understanding of divine revelation

4. Conclusion

In light of the present study, it becomes clear that examining and critiquing exegetical
views is one of the neglected areas in contemporary Quranic studies, yet one that can
make a significant contribution to advancing the methodology of Quranic understanding.
As a contemporary exegete with mastery of religious foundations, linguistic principles,
and rational conventions of interpretation, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei has adopted a distinct approach grounded in rigorous scholatly
foundations for critiquing exegetical views. A structured study of this approach can
represent an effective step toward the critical re-examination of exegetical texts and the
presentation of a robust model in the field of Quranic studies.

Analysis of the selected verses and the critiques presented by him shows that principles
such as avoiding interpretation by personal opinion, reliance on authoritative lexical
sources, observance of the rule of contextual coherence, reference to defensible evidence,
understanding the structural continuity of verses, and adherence to customary principles
of Quranic discourse constitute the core elements of his interpretive approach. These
principles not only prevent the imposition of subjective and unsubstantiated readings
upon the Quran, but also provide the groundwork for a realistic, systematic, and
rationally acceptable understanding of divine verses. The present research, in extracting
this systematic framework of the Leader’s methodology of exegetical critique, represents



a scholarly innovation and can serve as a foundation for rethinking methods of critiquing
Quranic commentaries and for generating a new discourse in the field of comparative
exegesis and exegetical critique. It is recommended that future research analyze other
interpretive works of the Leader in comparison with those of other exegetes, in order to
facilitate the formation of a “system of exegetical critique” as an independent branch
within Quranic sciences.

5. Keywords

Ayatollah Khamenei, Quran, Interpretation, Context, Quranic Exegeses.
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