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Abstract

This study aims to explain and analyze the position of the concept of resistance in the
political thought of Imam Khomeini (RA) and the martyred Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Khamenei (RA). The central research question examines how the
components, functions, and theoretical foundations of resistance are articulated in the
thought of these two revolutionary thinkers, as well as the continuities and differences
between their perspectives. The research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology
based on a review of primary sources, including speeches, books, Sahifeh-ye Imam (an
anthology of Imam Khomeini’s speeches, messages, interviews, decrees, religious
permissions, and letters), selected speeches of Ayatollah Khamenei, and relevant
scholarly literature. The data were analyzed using qualitative content analysis. The
findings indicate that, within both scholars’ intellectual frameworks, resistance
simultaneously performs three strategic functions: (1) safeguarding national
independence and dignity; (2) strengthening religious-political identity and Islamic self-
awareness; and (3) serving as a strategy for confronting international arrogance (global
hegemonic powers). At the same time, differences are observed in the prioritization of
the instruments of resistance and in their theoretical foundations. Imam Khomeini places
greater emphasis on the spiritual and ontological dimensions of resistance, whereas
Ayatollah Khamenei focuses more extensively on its theoretical elaboration and
organizational coherence. Moreover, while preserving the theoretical foundations
established by Imam Khomeini, Ayatollah Khamenei has further developed the concept
by addressing its emerging dimensions, institutionalization, and the mechanisms
necessary for its realization at the national, regional, and international levels. Accordingly,
the theory of resistance in the thought of the two leaders of the Islamic Revolution should
be understood as a single, integrated intellectual system adapted to differing historical
circumstances, rather than as two distinct theories. From the perspective of Islamic
political jurisprudence, resistance falls under such juridical categories as defensive jihad,
promotion of virtue and prevention of vice, and the principle of the negation of
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domination (Nafy-e Sabil). The Quranic verse, “And Allah will never grant the
disbelievers a way over the believers” (Qur'an 4:141), constitutes the basis of this
principle, which Imami (Twelver Shi'a) jutists have regarded as establishing the obligation
to resist foreign domination. On this basis, resistance in the thought of the two leaders
is not merely a political strategy but also a religious obligation aimed at realizing divine
Wilayah and preserving the Islamic political order. Therefore, in addition to providing a
conceptual and political analysis of resistance, this study adopts the perspective of
governmental jurisprudence to clarify its juristic foundations within the framework of the
Wilayat al-Faqih, thereby illuminating the relationship between jurisprudence and politics
in the thought of the two leaders of the Islamic Revolution.

Keywords: Figh, jurisprudence of resistance, Wilayat al-Faqih, negation of domination,
Nafy-e Sabil, Imam Khomeini, Ayatollah Khamenei.



Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
From the perspective of governmental jurisprudence (Figh), concepts such as
resistance, justice, and Wilayah are not isolated legal rulings but integral components
of a comprehensive juristic system. Within this framework, jurisprudence develops
beyond the level of deriving individual rulings and advances toward systemic
jurisprudence. Systemic jurisprudence or Figh al-Nizam seeks to organize interrelated
legal rulings into a coherent framework capable of providing a model for the governance
of an Islamic society (Misbah Yazdi, 1389 [2010], p. 175; Fazel Lankarani, 1422 AH, vol.
21, p. 56).
Within this framework, resistance constitutes one of the subsidiary systems of Islamic
systemic jurisprudence, comparable to the economic, cultural, and defense systems.
Accordingly, it is possible to speak of the jurisprudence of the resistance system,
whose objective is to safeguard Wilayah against illegitimate domination through the
principles of Islamic law.
As one of the central concepts in the discourse of the Islamic Revolution, resistance
occupies a prominent place both in Islamic political thought and in practical political
action. Its significance stems from its dual role as a theoretical strategy for preserving
national independence and identity, and as a practical guideline for confronting both
external and internal pressures. In the thought of Imam Khomeini (RA), resistance is not
merely a political tactic but a religious and ethical obligation through which the prophetic
mission of awakening human nature continues (Khomeini, 1386 [2007], vol. 1, p. 163;
Tabataba'i, 1360 [1981], vol. 20, p. 319). Furthermore, from the perspective of Twelver
Shi'a political Figh, resistance constitutes a religious duty within the framewotk of
defensive jihad, emphasizing the preservation of Islam and preventing the domination
of believers by non-believers (Khomeini, 1378 [1999], vol. 1, p. 484). Drawing upon the
principles of Nafy-e Sabil and the obligation of defense, Imam Khomeini regarded
foreign domination as an illegitimate form of authority and resistance against it as
essential to the survival of Islam (ibid., vol. 2, p. 572).
Similatly, while reaffirming Imam Khomeini's teachings, Ayatollah Khamenei has further
elaborated the theoretical foundations of resistance and organized the resistance
movement at the regional and international levels (Speech of the Supreme Leader, 14
June 2019).
Despite the theoretical and practical importance of resistance, two significant gaps remain
in the existing literature. First, there is no comprehensive comparative analysis of
resistance in the thought of late Imam Khomeini and martyred Ayatollah Khamenei that
clearly identifies both continuities and conceptual as well as methodological differences.
Second, there is a lack of an integrated conceptual model explaining the functions of
resistance in the three major domains of identity formation, foreign policy, and social
structure.
The present study seeks to address these shortcomings through a comparative and
analytical approach by extracting and synthesizing the concept of resistance within the
intellectual systems of both leaders and organizing the findings into a coherent
conceptual framework.
Accordingly, beyond offering a conceptual and political analysis of resistance, this study
adopts the perspective of governmental jurisprudence to clarify its juristic foundations
within the framework of Wilayat al-Faqih, thereby illuminating the relationship between
jurisprudence and politics in the thought of the two leaders of the Islamic Revolution.



2. Methodology

This study employs a qualitative descriptive-analytical methodology. Research data
were collected through documentary and library research, including classical juristic
sources, the writings of Imam Khomeini, the speeches and writings of Ayatollah
Khamenei, and relevant scholatly literature.

In the first stage, the theoretical foundations of systemic jurisprudence, governmental
jurisprudence, the theory of Wilayat al-Faqih, and the juristic principles underlying
resistance were examined. Subsequently, qualitative content analysis was employed to
identify and classify the principal concepts related to resistance in the works of Imam
Khomeini and Ayatollah Khamenei.

Finally, comparative analysis was conducted to identify both the shared foundations and
the theoretical developments of resistance within the thought of the two leaders.

The unit of analysis consists of theoretical propositions concerning resistance found in
primary juristic and political sources. Particular emphasis was placed upon $ahifah-ye
Imam, Tahrir al-Wasilah, Kitab al-Bay', The Second Phase of the Revolution
Statement, and the official speeches of the Martyred Leader in order to present an
accurate account of the juristic and political foundations of resistance.

3. Results and Findings

The findings demonstrate that resistance in the thought of Imam Khomeini and
Ayatollah Khamenei possesses profound juristic and theological foundations and cannot
be reduced to a merely political or security-oriented strategy.

The first finding indicates that the principal juristic foundation of resistance in Twelver
Shi'a political jurisprudence is the principle of Nafy-e Sabil. According to this principle,
no political, cultural, economic, or military domination by foreign powers over the
Islamic community is legitimate, and Muslims are religiously obligated to resist all forms
of subjugation. Alongside this principle, the obligation of defense, the prohibition of
assisting oppressors, and the necessity of preserving the Islamic political order constitute
the principal juristic foundations of resistance.

The second finding reveals that Imam Khomeini conceptualized resistance within the
framework of governmental jurisprudence and the Islamic state. Contrary to
interpretations that confine resistance to defensive theory of jihad alone, examination of
his works demonstrates that throughout both the Islamic Revolution and the leadership
of the Islamic Republic, he understood resistance as encompassing political, cultural,
economic, and civilizational dimensions. The establishment of institutions such as the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), the Basij Organization, and the mobilization
of national defense during the Iran-Iraq War illustrate the practical implementation of
his theory of resistance.

The third finding demonstrates that Ayatollah Khamenei shares the same fundamental
theoretical foundations of resistance as Imam Khomeini. His contribution lies primarily
in the conceptual expansion, theoretical elaboration, and institutionalization of resistance
under evolving regional and international conditions. Consequently, his theory represents
a logical continuation and further development of Imam Khomeini's juristic and
governmental foundations.

The fourth finding concerns the three-dimensional structure of resistance. The
analysis indicates that resistance in the thought of both leaders operates simultaneously
on three interconnected levels:

e the epistemological and doctrinal level, grounded in faith, trust in God, insight,
and Islamic self-awareness;



e the social and political level, manifested through independence, justice,
resistance to global arrogance, and the preservation of national and religious
identity; and

e the civilizational level, directed toward the realization of the Islamic Ummah
and the establishment of a new Islamic civilization.

The fifth finding demonstrates that resistance is intrinsically connected with the doctrine
of Wilayat al-Faqih. From the perspective of systemic jurisprudence, tesistance
constitutes an essential mechanism for preserving and sustaining the Islamic political
order. Accordingly, the legitimacy of strategic resistance derives from the authority and
leadership of the Islamic polity. Resistance, therefore, is neither merely an ethical virtue
nor solely a political strategy but an integral component of the governance of Islamic
society.

4. Conclusion

This study concludes that resistance in the thought of Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah
Khamenei is not a temporary political doctrine but rather an ontological pillar of the
Islamic Revolution itself. Imam Khomeini, drawing upon mystical and juristic
foundations, revived the spirit of resistance among the Iranian people. Ayatollah
Khamenei, while preserving these foundations, transformed resistance into a
comprehensive civilizational discourse and an established theory of foreign policy
through theoretical refinement and institutional development. From the perspective of
Twelver Shi'a political jurisprudence, the theory of resistance represents one of the most
significant achievements in the evolution of contemporary governmental jurisprudence.
It embodies the practical continuation of both the principle of Nafy-e Sabil and the
doctrine of Wilayat al-Faqih within the constitutional framework of the Islamic
Republic. In this sense, resistance constitutes a religious obligation directed toward
preserving the Islamic political order and safeguarding the independence of the Islamic
Ummah. Accordingly, the theory of resistance serves as the conceptual bridge between
the classical jurisprudence of defensive jihad and the contemporary jurisprudence of the
Islamic governance system. The continuity of the Islamic Revolution and the realization
of a new Islamic civilization therefore depend upon a profound understanding and
institutionalization of the theory of resistance, a theory that simultaneously addresses
human nature, social justice, and active engagement with global systems of domination.
From the perspective of the philosophy of Islamic Figh, resistance represents the
convergence of obligation and right. It simultancously embodies the religious obligation
of believers to defend Islam and the inherent right of the Islamic Ummah to
independence, dignity, and freedom from domination. This integration of rights and
duties reflects the transition from individual jurisprudence to systemic comprehensive
legal framework aimed at preserving divine authority and justice. Accordingly, the theory
of resistance articulated by Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah Khamenei may be regarded
as the first practical model of a jurisprudence of the resistance system, possessing the
capacity for further development in the cultural, economic, and broader civilizational
spheres.

Keywords: Figh, jurisprudence of resistance, Wilayat al-Faqih, negation of domination,
Nafy-e Sabil, Imam Khomeini, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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