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Abstract

Freedom of the press constitutes one of the cornerstones of democratic governance and
plays a vital role in promoting social development and public participation. Within the
Islamic legal tradition, this freedom is likewise recognized, albeit within a normative
framework governed by specific legal principles and ethical considerations. This study
examines the legal principles governing freedom of the press as articulated in the thought
of Martyr Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei and analyzes the extent to which these principles
are reflected in the legislation of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The originality of this
research lies in its independent legal examination of a subject that has received little
scholarly attention. The central research question is: Baes on thoughts and opinions of
Ayatollah Khamenei, what legal principles govern the exercise of freedom of the press?
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, employing documentary research for
data collection and qualitative content analysis to interpret the relevant sources. The
findings demonstrate that, while strongly affirming the importance of press freedom,
Ayatollah Khamenei conceptualizes its exercise within a coherent legal framework
comprising two broad categories of principles: political principles and socio-cultural
principles. The political principles include adherence to the rule of law, the protection of
national security, the prohibition of distortion and the dissemination of false information,
the safeguarding of society's psychological security, the prevention of social discord, and
the protection of individual dignity and reputation. The socio-cultural principles
encompass respect for national values, resistance to the promotion of deviant ideologies,
and the enhancement of public awareness and civic consciousness. The study further
concludes that although a number of these principles have been incorporated into the
current legal framework of the Islamic Republic of Iran, important legislative gaps
remain. In particular, the legal system lacks sufficiently explicit provisions addressing the
prohibition of distortion and disinformation, as well as the protection of the public's right
to psychological security. These findings underscore the need for a more comprehensive
legislative framework capable of reconciling freedom of the press with the broader public
interests recognized in Islamic public law.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
In the contemporary world, the press and mass media, empowered by advances in
communication technologies, play a fundamental role in shaping public opinion and
influencing the political orientation of society. As one of the essential pillars of
democratic systems, the media have consistently been the subject of theoretical and
legislative regulation. The dominant contemporary theory of press freedom is the Social
Responsibility Theory, which holds that media professionals and those exercising the
right to freedom of expression are obligated to use this freedom in accordance with their
social and ethical responsibilities. Accordingly, freedom of expression is regarded not
merely as an individual right but also as a moral right, the exercise of which depends
upon the fulfillment of corresponding social obligations.
The legal approach adopted toward freedom of the press reflects the philosophical and
normative foundations of each legal system. Given Islam's distinctive perspective on
human nature, society, and morality, it is necessary to formulate an approach to press
freedom that is consistent with the Islamic intellectual framework. The practical
significance of this study lies in the fact that the intellectual framework of the Martyred
Ayatollah Khamenei, as one of the principal sources informing the general policies of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, provides valuable guidance for identifying and applying the legal
principles governing freedom of the press. It also offers a useful framework for
evaluating the country's existing laws and regulations in this field.
2. Methodology
This study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on documentary research.
Documentary research involves collecting data from written sources, historical
documents, books, scholarly articles, and other authoritative materials. This method is
particularly appropriate for subjects in which direct observation or experimentation is
not feasible, requiring researchers to rely on existing documentary evidence.
The collected data were systematically analyzed to address the research questions. A
comprehensive search was conducted through the official website of the Office for the
Preservation and Publication of the Works of Martyr Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
using keywords such as press, media, freedom, freedom of the press, public opinion, and psychological
security. The purpose was to extract and analyze his statements concerning the status of
freedom of the press and the governing principles of media regulation within the Islamic
legal system. The findings were subsequently classified into two main categories: political
principles and socio-cultural principles.
3. Results and Discussion
This study identifies the legal principles governing freedom of the press in the thought
of the Martyred Ayatollah Khamenei and examines their reflection in the legal system of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The findings indicate that, within His intellectual framework, freedom is not viewed as
being in conflict with law or public order. Rather, it is understood within the framework
of compliance with just laws that safeguard both individual and collective interests. From
this perspective, freedom of the press is considered an inherent, Divine, and human right
that the Islamic government is obligated to guarantee and protect. Nevertheless, the
exercise of this right is inseparable from social, ethical, and religious responsibilities.
Consequently, while the press enjoys the right to freedom, it is also obliged to exercise
this freedom in a manner that promotes social development, enhances public awareness,
and safeguards national interests.



The study further demonstrates that the governing principles of press freedom may be
classified into two broad categories: political principles and socio-cultural principles.
Within the political dimension, the principal legal principles include compliance with
laws and regulations; protection of national and public security; prohibition of the
distortion of political realities; preservation of society's psychological secutity; avoidance
of creating division between the government and the people; protection of individual
dignity and reputation; prevention of conspiracies against national authority; prohibition
of denying the Islamic Republic; and prohibition of disclosing classified information.
These principles indicate that, within the Islamic legal system, freedom of the press is
closely linked to the preservation of political stability, national secutity, and social
cohesion.

Within the socio-cultural dimension, the study identifies strengthening social solidarity
and national unity, prohibiting the promotion of deviant ideas, enhancing public
awareness, preventing the spread of despair, and protecting moral and national values as
fundamental principles. Accordingly, the press is viewed not merely as a vehicle for
disseminating information but also as a social and cultural institution with the
responsibility to contribute to the intellectual, moral, and cultural development of society.
From the perspective of the Martyred Ayatollah Khamenei, media outlets that promote
despair, moral corruption, social discord, or ideological deviation exceed the legitimate
limits of freedom.

4. Conclusion

The findings of this paper indicate that freedom of the press occupies a fundamental
position in the thought of the Martyred Ayatollah Khamenei and is regarded as one of
the principal instruments for promoting social justice, enhancing public awareness, and
strengthening  religious democracy. Accordingly, the government assumes the
responsibility of ensuring the conditions necessary for the effective enjoyment of this
right, while the press is obligated to exercise it in a manner that serves both public and
private interests.

At the same time, freedom of the press within the Islamic legal system is founded upon
the principle of responsible freedom, rather than absolute freedom. Its exercise must
remain consistent with the security, ethical, and cultural requirements of Islam.
Legitimate limitations include safeguarding national security, preserving public order,
preventing moral corruption, combating misinformation and rumors, and preventing the
promotion of deviant movements. Within this framework, freedom of the press
constitutes not only an inherent and divinely endowed right but also a significant social
responsibility.

The findings further suggest that the relationship between the press and the State is
conceived as a balanced one, founded upon mutual responsibility. The press is entrusted
with the duties of fair criticism, public oversight, and accountability, while the
government is expected to be transparent, responsive, and receptive to criticism. This
framework provides a legal basis for regulating the relationship between the media and
public authority.

An examination of the statutory laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran reveals that many
of these principles have already been incorporated into the existing legal framework.
Nevertheless, certain elements, such as the prohibition of the distortion of political
realities and the protection of society's psychological secutity, requite mote precise
legislative regulation and normative clarification. Overall, freedom of the press within the
Islamic legal system is founded upon a balanced legal philosophy that seeks to reconcile
respect for individual rights with the protection of public interests, cultural identity, and



the fundamental values of Islamic society. This framework may therefore provide a
valuable basis for improving media governance and informing future policy reforms in
this field.
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