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Abstract

Classical Islamic Figh (jurisprudence) has traditionally recognized Judaism and Christianity
as religious communities falling within the category of Ahl al-Kitab (People of the Book),
thereby granting them the right to reside under the protection of an Islamic government.
This article examines the jurisprudential foundations for identifying the People of the Book
and argues that the category of recognized religious minorities is not necessarily confined
to these two faiths. It seeks to answer the following question: according to the views of
Muslim jurists and Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei, on what legal principles and evidentiary
bases is the recognition and classification of religious minorities founded, and how should
these principles be understood? Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology, the study
examines the opinions of leading Muslim jurists alongside relevant Quranic verses and
Hadith traditions. It concludes that Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians are unequivocally
regarded as People of the Book and, as such, are entitled to live under the protection of an
Islamic government. Through peaceful coexistence and under the dhimmah (a non-Muslim
who is under a covenant of protection) covenant, including the payment of jizyah (a type
of taxation levied on non-Muslim subjects of a state governed by Islamic law), they are
guaranteed a range of recognized civil and social rights. The study further demonstrates
that, in the view of Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei, the legal category of People of the Book
is not exhaustively limited to these three religious communities. The Sabians (a religious
group mentioned three times in the Quran) may likewise be recognized as a protected
religious minority, and any other religion possessing an authentic divinely revealed scripture
should be accorded the same legal status. According to this view, the decisive criterion for
classification as Ahl al-Kitab is the demonstrable existence of a revealed divine scripture,
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Minorities may be classified according to a variety of criteria, including ethnicity,
language, race, culture, military status, and religion. A religious minority generally refers
to a community whose religious beliefs differ from those of the majority population
within a particular society. In Islamic law, followers of revealed religions who reside
within the territory of an Islamic state and accept its authority under the dbimmah
covenant are recognized as religious minotities or Ah/ al-Dhimmab.
A longstanding jurisprudential question concerns the scope of the designation 45/ al-
Kitab (People of the Book). Why have Judaism and Christianity traditionally been recognized
as protected religious communities, whereas other revealed, or purportedly revealed,
religions have often been excluded from this category? On what Fighi basis has this
distinction been established?
This article addresses these questions by examining the legal foundations governing the
identification of People of the Book within Imami jurisprudence. It critically evaluates the
scriptural and juristic evidence concerning whether the category is exhaustive or whether
it may legitimately encompass other religious traditions.
A review of the existing literature reveals no comprehensive study devoted specifically to
the jurisprudential criteria for identifying religious minorities with particular reference to
the legal thought of Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei. Previous scholarship has largely focused
on the rights and legal status of recognized religious minorities rather than on the
doctrinal principles governing their recognition. Representative studies include research
on the political rights of religious minorities in Islamic law and the legal system of the
Islamic Republic of Iran, jurisprudential analyses of family law involving religious
minorities, the right to life under Islamic governance, and the legal status of constructing
and maintaining places of worship for non-Muslim communities.
The present study seeks to fill this gap by examining the jurisprudential criteria for
recognizing People of the Book through an analysis of the primary sources of Islamic law.
Such an inquiry has significant implications not only for Islamic jurisprudence but also
for contemporary questions concerning citizenship, religious pluralism, and the legal
relationship between non-Muslim communities and Islamic governance. Particular
attention is devoted to the jurisprudential approach of Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei,
whose interpretation represents a distinctive and innovative reading of the classical
sources, supported by both textual and rational arguments.
The central hypothesis of this article is that although Jewish and Christian communities
have consistently been recognized in classical Islamic jurisprudence as Pegple of the Book,
the legal principles underlying that recognition do not justify restricting the category
exclusively to those two religions. The study therefore asks: according to Imdmi jurists in
general, and Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei in particular, what are the jurisprudential criteria
for recognizing religious minorities as Pegple of the Book, and upon what legal evidence are
those criteria founded?
2. Methodology
This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on documentary and library
research. It examines the relevant Quranic verses, Prophetic and Imamic Hadiths,
classical and contemporary juristic opinions, and the legal reasoning employed by Iwami
jurists in determining the scope of the concept of A5/ al-Kitab. Particular attention is given
to the jurisprudential methodology advanced by Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei and its
relationship to both classical and contemporary legal scholarship.



3. Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that the Quranic, hadith, and juristic evidence collectively supports
an interpretive framework that extends the concept of People of the Book beyond its
traditionally accepted scope. The decisive legal criterion is not the historical identity or
name of a religious community but rather the existence of a divinely revealed scripture
attributed to a prophet.

Regarding Zoroastrianism, Imdmi jurists have reached an overwhelming consensus that
Zoroastrians qualify as People of the Book. This conclusion is supported by several
independent lines of evidence. First, numerous transmitted reports collectively establish
the ruling with sufficient authority to overcome weaknesses in individual chains of
transmission. Second, two narrations possessing reliable chains explicitly recognize the
scriptural status of Zoroastrians. Third, the authenticated narration of Zurdrah ibn A'yan
negates any implication that the category of People of the Book is limited exclusively to the
communities mentioned in certain isolated reports. Finally, a Prophetic narration
transmitted by a/-Wasiti explains that the legal justification for imposing jizyah is the
existence of both a divinely appointed prophet and a revealed scripture, thereby
establishing a general principle that is not confined to the Torah and the Gospel.

The case of the Sabians presents a more complex jurisprudential question. Although one
weak narration attributed to al-Mufaddal 1bn Umar al-Jaafi describes the Sabians as lacking
both a prophet and a revealed scripture, this report is outweighed by the Quranic
evidence. Three Quranic passages (2:62, 5:069, and 22:17) consistently mention the
Sabians alongside Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians, suggesting that they occupy a
comparable legal position. Consequently, a substantial number of contemporatry Inmdini
scholars, including Allamah Tabataba'i, Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi, Ayatollah Montazeri,
and Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei, conclude that the Sabians should likewise be regarded
as People of the Book.

Within this interpretive framework, Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei's Fighi approach rests
upon three principal propositions. First, he argues that the Quranic expression a/-Kitib
should be understood in its general sense, encompassing every authentic divine scripture
revealed to a prophet rather than being restricted to the Torah and the Gospel. Second,
he accepts the rational jurisprudential principle that the self-identification of a religious
community concerning its own beliefs and scriptural heritage should be accepted unless
clear evidence from the Shariah establishes otherwise. Third, he relies on the extant
Sabian scripture, the Ginga Rabba (Kanza Rabbd), whose monotheistic teachings and
traditional attribution to the Prophet John (Yahya) provide substantial evidence that
Sabianism possesses the essential characteristics of a revealed religion.

Together, these principles establish a broader jurisprudential framework for determining
who qualifies as Pegple of the Book, one that is grounded in the existence of authentic divine
revelation rather than in adherence to a predetermined list of historically recognized
religions.

4. Conclusion

This study concludes that the cumulative weight of the Quranic evidence, Prophetic and
Imamic Hadiths, and Imam: juristic opinions unequivocally establishes that Jews,
Christians, and Zoroastrians are to be regarded as Pegple of the Book. Accordingly, they are
entitled to reside under the protection of an Islamic government and, through the
dhimmalh covenant and the payment of jizyah, enjoy legally recognized civil and social
rights. The jurisprudential analysis developed by Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei, however,
demonstrates that this legal category is not exhaustively limited to these three religious
communities. Rather, the Sabians likewise satisfy the relevant jurisprudential criteria and



therefore qualify as protected religious minorities. More broadly, any religious
community that can establish the existence of an authentic divinely revealed scripture
should be recognized as falling within the legal category of A/ al-Kitab. According to his
view, the sole criterion for classifying a religion as .45/ al-Kitab is the existence of a divinely
revealed scripture, regardless of whether this determination is made during the presence
of the Infallible Imams or in the period of the Occultation (ghaybah).

Keywords: People of the Book, Ahl al-Kitab, Sabians, Zoroastrians, religious minorities,
Ayatollah Khamenei.
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