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Rulings and Principles of Governance from Interpretive Viewpoint
of Ayatollah Khamenei with Focus on Monafiqun Surah

Ali-Asghar Alidoost Abarquee *
4th level student of Qom Seminary, Qur'an interpretation and sciences

Abstract

Muffassirs (interpreters) have always interpreted the Holy Quran resorting to different
methods and orientations. Social and political orientations are among the emerging
trends in the field of Tafseer. Political inclinations also have a variety of approaches, with
the "governance" approach being one of the newest. Among interpreters, Ayatollah
Khamenei is the only scholar who has used this approach to seek Quran-based solutions
to political problems. The present article uses a descriptive-analytical method to study
interpretation methodology of Ayatollah Khamenei with respect to Monafiqun Surah.
Findings show that Ayatollah Khamenei, in his Tafseer, first deepens the teachings of the
Quran through contemplating on them and developing the meanings of the tenets and
then apply them to our today's life in the Islamic Ummah via comparative study. Based
on this method, Ayatollah Khamenei in his interpretation of Surah Monafiqun, mentions
several points that can be considered among the innovations and interpretive distinctions
of his interpretation of this surah. Consistent with the theme of Surah Monafiqun, the
first ruling concerns the recognition of Monafiqs’ evil inner selves. Six propositions can
be detived from His statements under this ruling, including "the birthplace of Nifaq
(hypocrisy)" and "the cause of the death of Monafiq’s heart". The second ruling also deals
with explaining the duty of the leader of the Islamic community and the individuals of
the ummah towards Monafigs and their treacherous movements. Five propositions can
be extracted from His statements, from among which we can refer to “the necessity of
strict action against Monafiqs” and “The necessity of dealing with Nifaq”. The present
article claims that Ayatollah Khamenei’s governance approach has brought about various
rulings and principles. Subsequent contemplation and compatison have operationalized
tenets of the Quran as they are now applicable to our daily life in the Islamic society.
Keywords: Nifaq, Hypocrisy, Governance, Ayatollah Khamenei, Holy Quran, Monafiq.
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A Comparative Study of Interpretive Methods of Ayatollah
Khamenei and Contemporary Commentators of both Schools in
Inferring Quranic Governance Rules and Precepts from Surah al-
Mujadilah

Ehsan Arefi *
Institute and Specialized Center of Tafsir Thanthid Qom

Abstract

Ayatollah [1hamenei's Quranic interpretation methodology reveals vatious social and
political issues and precepts that align with the concept of governance. Governance,
distinct from the act of governing, emphasizes the role of values and public groups in
managing societal affairs. Governance precepts, as far as can be deduced from the
apparent meaning of the verses, have been more or less agreed upon by contemporary
social and political commentators. However, in cases where they have delved into the
verses or applied them to the conditions of societies, they have been unique in their
interpretation. In this study, after analyzing their interpretive methods, several
governance rules and precepts were obtained, some of which include: the presence of
God and Islamic leadership in all fateful societal matters, the prohibition of mixing
ignorant era’s tradition with the Islamic tradition, intelligent confrontation with past
traditions, suppression of selfishness for social order, preference for faith-based bonds
over family ties, the flow of hypocrisy, the flow of social vacillation and in an attempt to
prove oneself through swearing, overcoming, the consequence of the presence of God
and the Messenger in society. The research method, based on the objective, is
fundamental and, in terms of presenting governance provisions, applied; based on the
nature of the comparative study, it is descriptive-analytical and based on the data
collection method, it is library-based.

Keywords: Governance, Governance Rules and Precepts, Surah al-Mujadilah, Ayatollah
Khamenei, Interpretation Methodology, religious schools.
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Extracting Elements of Quranic Governance with Focus on Surah
Al-Jumu'ah’s New Interpretive Approach in Thought of Ayatollah
Khamenei

Rahmatollah Sohrabi *
Naib al-Sadr seminary, Rasht, Gilan

Abstract

Examining the authenticity or non-authenticity of narrators of the book Kamil Al Ziyarat
based on the testimony of Ibn Qulawayh Qomi in the preface, it is essential that the issue
of governance in today's social context be based on a Quranic perspective. Quranic
governance refers to the rational values approved by the Quran and the legal values
expressed in the Quran. Efforts are being made to make them a norm for evaluating the
behavior of rulers, the private and public sectors of society. In the second stage of
Quranic governance, the relationship between different parts of society is regulated in
order to achieve their sublime work. In Quranic governance, the Divine verses have
reconstructed public values and emphasized the care of natural values. Therefore, the
study of the Quran is of great importance to recognize the purpose of the Quran, and it
is possible to identify the principles and foundations of Quranic governance by referring
to the Quran and religious sources and to implement that governance process in the
Islamic Republic system. The present research seeks to answer the question: what are the
results and the new interpretive method of Ayatollah Khamenei in the governance of the
Quran, Surah Jumu'ah? A descriptive-analytical study of this issue indicates that His
Eminence's political and social view in interpreting the meaning of the verses of Surah
Jumu'ah based on the new interpretive method contains some propositions and rulings
that can provide the basis for inferring the principles and foundations of Quranic
governance. Therefore, the author has tried to extract and enumerate those foundations
and elements from his interpretation in order to achieve "Quranic governance".
Keywords: Foundations of Quranic Governance, Interpretation of Surah Jumu'ah,
Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Abstracts C

"Intelligent Social Transformation" in Thought of Ayatollah
Khamenei and Its Comparison with A Model Derived from Verse
256 of Surah Al-Baqarah

Zahra Heydari Abravan *
PhD student of Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Faculty of Theology

Abstract

Every verse of the Holy Quran is equal to a basic and fundamental law of human life,
and this cannot be negated in the context of Islamic civilization-building; just as in this
context, it is the duty of all concerned elites to understand the thoughts of the Imams of
the Revolution. With an all-inclusive view of these two premises, the research question
is: Can we, by presenting the views of Ayatollah Khamenei, who is perfectly familiar with
the Quran, find a Quranic model for each of his views on the Quranic verses? The
authot's general hypothesis is that the answer to this question is yes; however, due to the
research limitation, this hypothesis has been tested under Verse 256 of Surah Al-Baqgarah
and based on Ayatollah Khamenei's views on the keyword "social transformation". The
research method was also determined as follows: in the first stage, based on the data
based on the terminologies prima facie, a model of the assumed growth in the verse that
has a level of transcendentalism is drawn; then, based on the views of His Eminence, a
framework for intelligent social transformation is explained; finally, in the third step, the
framework obtained from Ayatollah Khamenei’s theories under this keyword is
presented on the mentioned model from the verse and is presented in a comparative
table. The outcome of the research is the initial confirmation of the authot's general
hypothesis, which of course can be definitively proven by further research.

Keywords: Intelligent social transformation, Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Khamenei,
Verse 256 of Surah Al-Baqarah, Holy Quran.
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Interpretive Innovations with Focus on Surah Al-Mumtahanah in Light
of Ayatollah Khamenei’s Interpretive Method

Mahin Pakravan®

Department of Comparative Interpretation, Masumieh Institute of Higher Education , Qom, Iran

Abstract

Surah Al-Mumtahanah, a Madani surah of the Quran, was revealed at a time when the
Islamic government was being established and official relations with followers of other
Abrahamic religions and Mushriks were in the offing. It emphasized the need for
Muslims to learn the principles of socio-political life. One of the goals of this Madani
surah was to reform relationships and replace them with rationality in social interactions.
Al-Mumtahanah, a short surah with 13 verses, was revealed with the aim of enlightening
people about the dividing line between kufr and faith. This surah discusses the rulings on
the type of relationship with disbelievers, the necessity of severing friendship with those
who are hostile, and the determination of the fate of those who migrate to Muslim lands.
Ayatollah Khamenei, a jurist and interpreter with a comprehensive approach and an
emphasis on religious governance, has interpreted the surah in light of international
relations and the need to observe the dividing line between kufr and faith among the
hostile, and its role in strengthening nations and repelling the dominance of global
colonialism. In doing so, he has employed the tool of contemplation and, by applying the
verses to the social conditions of future eras, has proven the universality and generality
of the Quran. In this way, he has presented a model for reforming international relations
and saving humanity from the yoke of colonialism using the principles of human dignity
and honor. His views on religious governance have attracted the attention of researchers,
which has paved the way for the writing of numerous articles on this subject. The present
research, using a descriptive-analytical and library method, compares the interpretation
methodology of Ayatollah Khamenei with that of four contemporary Shia and Sunni
interpreters, and aims to discover the overall interpretive approach as well as the
innovations and political views of His Eminence.

Keywords: Religious governance, diving line between kufr and faith, interpretation and
contemplation, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Interpretive Methodology and Governance Approach in Ayatollah
Khamenei’s Interpretation of Surah Hashr in Comparison with
Contemporary Social Exegeses

Seyed Mohammad Baqer Mousavi Injdan *
Doctoral student of the specialized training center for Qur'anic interpretation and sciences of Qom
seminary
Abdolkarim Bahjatpour
Doctoral student of Islamic Culture and Thought Research Institute

Abstract

The interpretation of the Holy Quran is one of the most important scholarly activities of
Ayatollah Khamenei, which has not been given much attention due to his political and
social activism. He has been engaged in this important task with a social approach and in
accordance with the conditions and issues of society in two periods: before and after the
victory of the Islamic Revolution. During his presidency, his deep understanding and
comprehensive knowledge of the problems of society paved the way for holding
interpretation sessions on Surah Hashr, which had a theme similar to the conditions of
Iranian society at that time. His interpretive understanding, combined with the two
factors of contemplation and adaptation, has provided the audience with a set of Quranic
governance rules, and this is what distinguishes his interpretation from other social
exegeses. In this article, we will explain his interpretive methodology by presenting an
example. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, we will arrive at a set of Quranic
governance rules. By comparing these rules with the opinions of other social interpreters
who have not addressed them, we will reveal the distinctive feature of Ayatollah
Khamenei's interpretation methodology in addressing social issues. These rules include:
the predominance of divine laws, the necessity of relying on the masses, the philosophy
of Islamic Jihad, the inevitability of repelling evil with lesser evil, the prohibition of
creating a class gap, the necessity of solidarity among believers, and avoiding social self-
forgetfulness.

Keywords: Interpretation, Ayatollah Khamenei, Governance, Surah Hashr, Exegesis.
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