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Theoretical Foundations of Ayatollah Khamenei’s Fatwas on the
Proprietary Status of Scientific Knowledge: A Fighi Analysis of the
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Abstract

The fatwas of Ayatollah Khamenei suggest that, in his legal reasoning, scientific findings
may be classified as mal (property) and thereby subject to the legal rulings applicable to
proprietary entities. This stance diverges from the views of some traditional jurists, who
define mal based on tangible, material elements - criteria that may not accommodate the
immaterial nature of intellectual products. While the term mal and its derivatives appear
frequently in Islamic legal discussions - such as in contracts of sale (bay’), collateral (rahn),
theft (sariqa), and adjudication (qada’)—its exact definition is often left unstated. This
study addresses two key questions: What defines an object as mal within Islamic
jurisprudence? And more specifically, can scientific discoveries and theoretical
formulations arising from research legitimately be regarded as mal? If so, the legal rulings
tied to property would also extend to these findings; if not, they would fall outside the
scope of Islamic property law. To answer these questions, the study surveys lexical
definitions, jurisprudential opinions, and the role of customary understanding (‘urf),
employing standard scholarly methodologies. The analysis concludes that scientific
findings and research-based formulas, at least from a legal-effect standpoint, and arguably
in their very nature, meet the criteria of property. Accordingly, the legal implications of
mal can, where relevant, apply to such intellectual assets. The discussions presented
herein serve as a jurisprudential foundation for Ayatollah Khamenei’s rulings on the
proprietary status of scientific knowledge.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, Proprietary, Maliyat, scientific findings, Islamic Figh
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
The concept of mal (property) plays a foundational role in numerous areas of Islamic
jurisprudence. The classification of an object as mal determines its legal status in key
domains such as sale (bay’), dowry (mahr), and the enforcement of hadd punishments
for theft (hudad). Despite its central importance, there remains no unified definition of
mal among jurists. Instead, a spectrum of theoretical frameworks has emerged, each
offering distinct interpretations of what constitutes proprietary value. Whether
something qualifies as mal often hinges on the jurist’s underlying jurisprudential
assumptions regarding value, utility, and ownership.
One particularly relevant contemporary question concerns the applicability of the
concept of mal to scientific findings and research-based formulas. Select fatwas by
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei suggest that he affirms, at least partially, the maliyat
(proprietary status) of such intellectual outputs and accords them legal consequences
comparable to those applied to tangible property. However, as is the case with many of
his legal rulings, the detailed jurisprudential reasoning remains unpublished. This study
seeks to reconstruct the conceptual underpinnings of his position by critically examining
the definitions and criteria by which Islamic jurisprudence determines maliyat. It begins
by exploring linguistic and juristic interpretations of mal and then investigates whether
scientific knowledge can satisfy these definitional requirements.
2. Methodology
This research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and draws on library-based
sources, including both classical and modern works in Arabic lexicography and Islamic
jurisprudence. The study begins with an examination of the lexical meanings of mal,
followed by a systematic review of juristic criteria historically used to define proprietary
status. These viewpoints are then critically assessed, and a synthesized, coherent
definition is proposed. Finally, the compatibility of Ayatollah Khamenei’s fatwas with
this refined understanding of maliyat is evaluated.
3. Results and Discussion
Islamic legal discourse identifies a number of indicators and criteria for maliyat, such as
desirability among rational agents, practical utility, market demand, exchangeability,
competition for acquisition, storability, and transferability. However, many of these
factors are either derivative of more fundamental principles or inconsistent across
contexts. A major contribution of this study is its distinction between the constitutive
elements of mal (those that establish its proprietary status) and the indicative signs (those
that reveal or support its proprietary nature). This distinction helps clarify the divergence
in juristic perspectives.
The study concludes that mal is best understood as anything that yields utility or benefit
and is rationally desired by members of society (‘uqala’). Importantly, such desirability
need not be universal or widespread; it suffices that the desire is grounded in rational
utility. A further distinction is drawn between ‘urfi (customary) and Shar T (Islamic legal)
notions of property. For something to be considered Shar ‘Tmal, its benefit must be lawful
(halal) and not contradict Islamic ethical principles or the spititual otientation of a
religious life.
Ayatollah Khamenei’s jurisprudential view aligns closely with this framework. He
maintains that anything rationally desired for its lawful benefit qualifies as mal and is thus
subject to all relevant legal rulings—unless there exists explicit textual evidence excluding



it. His position also implies the necessity of ownership potential or transferability as
possible qualifiers of maliyat.

Scientific discoveries and research findings—especially those that facilitate practical
engagement with the natural world—fulfill the core criteria for maliyat. They possess
both utility and rational desirability and are routinely treated as objects of value in
practice. Common signs of proprietary status—such as marketability, demand, monetary
exchange, and competition—are all present in the case of scientific knowledge. As such,
these findings can be understood not only as legally significant but also as substantively
equivalent to other recognized forms of property in Islamic law.

4. Conclusion

A critical analysis of linguistic and juristic sources indicates that mal refers to anything
that possesses utility and is rationally desired, even if only by a particular subset of society.
To qualify as Shar‘T mal, the utility of an item must be lawful and not in conflict with
Islamic moral or legal norms. Scientific findings, by their nature, are useful and valued by
rational agents - especially experts - and are commonly exchanged for compensation,
indicating their acceptance as property in customary practice. Based on the criteria
articulated in this study, scientific findings meet the definitional requirements of mal and
should therefore be recognized as property under Islamic law. These findings affirm the
coherence and plausibility of Ayatollah Khamenei’s fatwas regarding the maliyat of
scientific knowledge and contribute to clarifying the jurisprudential foundations of his
legal reasoning in this area.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, Proprietary, Maliyat, scientific findings, Islamic Figh.
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Gender-Based Legal Differences in Islamic Human Rights: A
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Abstract

Women’s rights remain a central theme in human rights discourse, often framed around
the principle of gender equality. In contemporary Western frameworks, this typically
translates to a demand for absolute legal parity between men and women. In contrast,
Ayatollah Khamenei, drawing on Islamic teachings, emphasizes the inherent dignity of
women while grounding rights and responsibilities in the principles of justice and the
recognition of natural differences between the sexes. Within Ayatollah Khamenei’s
intellectual framework and the broader paradigm of Islamic human rights, women’s
rights are rooted in human dignity and moral values. Islam acknowledges essential
biological and psychological distinctions between men and women and, accordingly,
assigns differentiated rights and responsibilities, all within the broader aim of social
harmony and justice. This article seeks to address the following key questions: How does
Ayatollah Khamenei respond to the existence of seemingly unequal legal rulings between
men and women in Islamic jurisprudence? What position does Islam assign to women
from his perspective? What is the philosophical basis for the differences in rights and
duties between the sexes in his thought? How does this perspective contrast with modern
Western interpretations of women's rights? The study concludes that spiritual and moral
equality is a foundational value in Islamic thought, clearly reflected in Ayatollah
Khamenei’s approach. However, it argues that absolute legal equality is not a realistic or
necessary requirement for justice. Rather, justice is understood as giving each individual
what is due to them in accordance with their nature and social role. From this standpoint,
gender equality - as conceived within Islamic human rights - must be evaluated through
the lens of Islamic principles, which uphold both the recognition of natural differences
and respect for religious values.

Keywords: Women, gender justice, Islamic human rights, equality, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Legal differences based on gender have long been a subject of intense debate in the field
of human rights. The contemporary international human rights framework, grounded in
the principle of absolute gender equality, generally regards any differentiation based on
sex as a form of unjust discrimination. By contrast, the Islamic human rights tradition
interprets such differences not as discriminatory, but as reflections of natural, biological,
and functional distinctions between men and women, embedded in a divinely ordained
moral order.
Within this discourse, the views of Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei - Leader of the Islamic
Revolution and a prominent contemporary thinker - offer a distinctive and influential
approach. Critiquing liberal and secular perspectives on women’s rights, Ayatollah
Khamenei advances the notion of gender justice as a more grounded and holistic
alternative to absolute legal equality. In his framework, legal differences between men
and women are not products of inequality but are rooted in ontological differences and
the inherent roles designed by creation.
This study explores the theoretical foundations and normative implications of gender
distinctions in Islamic law - especially as articulated by Ayatollah Khamenei - and
compares them with the assumptions and prescriptions of the modern international
human rights regime. Ayatollah Khamenei argues that religious tradition, far from
perpetuating injustice, offers a balanced and spiritually informed model of justice. His
Eminence highlights the historical and ethical elevation of women in Islam, criticizing
modern secular discourse for reducing women to economic or sexual roles, an
objectifying trend the Leader sees as structurally degrading.
In contrast, modern international instruments, such as the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW), interpret legal equality as requiring identical treatment
regardless of biological or psychological difference. This model tends to obscure the
relevance of differentiated gender roles, often interpreting traditional roles as inherently
oppressive. Ayatollah Khamenei’s approach, however, maintains that difference is not
synonymous with discrimination and that justice sometimes requires tailored legal norms.
3. Methodology
This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology and relies on documentary and
library-based sources. It draws extensively from Islamic Figh, theological texts, and
Ayatollah Khamenei’s speeches and writings to uncover the philosophical and normative
foundations of gender distinctions within the Islamic human rights framework. It then
analyzes key international human rights documents and the positions of global human
rights bodies regarding women’s rights.
Through a comparative approach, this study identifies both theoretical and practical
divergences between the two systems. It employs discourse analysis to extract central
themes in Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective and ultimately formulates a conceptual
model of Islamic gender justice. The analysis is grounded in principles of legal
philosophy, the objectives of Sharia, and international human rights doctrines.
The primary sources include authoritative Islamic legal texts, international legal
instruments, Ayatollah Khamenei’s official addresses and publications, and academic
literature on women's rights in both Islamic and international contexts. These sources
are examined through a critical-analytical lens to articulate the key points of divergence
between the two paradigms.



The study also incorporates the theory of culturally-informed human rights, challenging
the universalist presumption embedded in international norms and underscoring the
necessity of interpreting legal values within their cultural, religious, and philosophical
contexts.

3. Results and Discussion

The findings of this research suggest that, within the Islamic human rights paradigm,
gender-based legal distinctions do not undermine human dignity. Ayatollah Khamenei
contends that equality does not require sameness; rather, true justice necessitates
acknowledging and responding to gender-specific differences in rights and
responsibilities.

In contrast, the international human rights system—by asserting absolute legal parity
often overlooks the biological, psychological, and sociocultural differences between men
and women. It tends to interpret traditional female roles, especially within the family, as
patriarchal instruments of control and frequently instrumentalizes women’s status.
Historically, two major paradigms have framed the debate on gender rights: The secular-
universalist approach, foundational to the modern international human rights regime,
emphasizes legal uniformity and frequently neglects ontological and psychological
distinctions; The value-based Islamic approach, which affirms essential, functional, and
normative distinctions between the sexes and views gender justice—not strict equality—
as the appropriate organizing principle of legal rights.

Ayatollah Khamenei’s jurisprudential and socio-religious interpretations offer a vital
contribution to articulating the Islamic conception of rights and dignity for both men
and women. He stresses women’s inherent dignity, spiritual status, and maternal role,
challenging the West’s reductionist framing and proposing an alternative, faith-based
model of gender justice.

This study poses a central question: do Islamic gender distinctions constitute unjust

discrimination, or can they be interpreted as expressions of ontologically grounded justice
that uphold human dignity and social harmony? It also questions whether the model of
absolute legal equality advanced by international norms genuinely aligns with women’s
dignity and justice.

The study finds that Islamic gender distinctions are part of a moral and social framework
aimed at sustaining balance within the family and community. Conversely, the
international model tends to measure justice by formal and outcome-based parity,
potentially neglecting deeper ethical and societal considerations.

4. Conclusion

This comparative analysis concludes that the Islamic human rights framework—rooted
in the Quranic worldview, Prophetic tradition, and modern Islamic legal thought as
exemplified by Ayatollah Khamenei—views gender-based legal distinctions not as
discriminatory, but as expressions of justice tailored to the natural capacities and roles of
men and women.

Unlike the abstract, individualistic, and formalist approach of the international human
rights system, the Islamic model emphasizes the preservation of women's distinct identity
and societal role. While men and women share equal human dignity and fundamental
moral rights, legal distinctions are justified in specific areas where justice and social
interest so require.

Ayatollah Khamenei offers a sustained critique of secular materialism and gender
neutrality, asserting that the erasure of fundamental gender differences in the name of
equality risks degrading women’s status and obscuring their true dignity. The Islamic
human rights model, by recognizing the philosophical and practical significance of gender



differences, promotes a vision of justice that affirms both rights and responsibilities in
light of moral integrity and social harmony.

As such, the model of Islamic gender justice articulated in this study presents a
compelling and culturally grounded alternative to dominant gender rights paradigms. It
reflects distinct ontological, anthropological, and epistemological foundations. What the
international system may label “discrimination” is, from this Islamic perspective, a
principled distinction rooted in divine wisdom and a holistic understanding of justice.
Keywords: Women, gender justice, Islamic human rights, equality, Ayatollah Khamenei
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Abstract

Iran’s criminal statutory law includes specific provisions under hudud and ta'zir to
address various forms of sexual offenses; however, it lacks a statute exclusively focused
on prostitution. Improving the status of women at the global level remains a critical
concern, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) was established in 1979 to promote full gender equality and eliminate
discrimination against women. This study offers a comparative analysis of Iran’s criminal
law and CEDAW's approach to prostitution, examines the underlying reasons for Iran’s
non-accession to the Convention, and explores the views of Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei on its provisions. The central research question is: How do Iran’s gender-
based criminal statutes and the 1979 CEDAW address the issue of prostitution? The
findings suggest that CEDAW is rooted in western feminist thought and reflects specific
ideological underpinnings that may not align with the cultural, religious, and legal
frameworks of many non-western societies. These divergences - particularly in
interpretation of women's roles and societal norms - have hindered the Convention’s
ability to achieve broad international consensus, especially among Islamic counttries.
While Iran has not adopted the Convention, its criminal laws also condemn prostitution,
classifying it as a sexual offense, albeit from a distinct legal and moral framework.
Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, Criminal Statutes, CEDAW, Prostitution, Women.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Islamic law does not impose identical rights, duties, or punishments on men and women.
Instead, it tailors its rulings according to each gendet’s natural disposition, capabilities,
and social roles. In certain areas, the law treats the sexes equally; in others, it distinguishes
between them based on divinely ordained responsibilities. Islam rejects one-dimensional
perspectives on gender and instead emphasizes balance, granting both men and women
legal advantages aligned with their nature and societal position. With modernization and
the gradual erosion of traditional social norms, women’s participation in public,
economic, and social life has significantly increased. This shift has influenced not only
women’s roles but also the patterns and prevalence of crimes committed by women. As
a result, most modern legal systems, both substantively and procedurally, have enacted
measures to protect women - particularly in relation to physical and psychological
integrity, sexual offenses, domestic violence, and human trafficking. Although national
and international legal frameworks, including the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), prohibit gender-based
discrimination, a critical question persists: To what extent can criminal law restrict a
woman’s bodily autonomy in cases such as prostitution - whether motivated by financial
or non-financial factors?
Using a constructivist theoretical framework, this study explores how different legal
systems -shaped by distinct cultural, religious, and ideological foundations - respond to
the issue of prostitution. It evaluates how countries, especially in the Islamic world, have
approached the Convention’s aim to eliminate gender discrimination, and assesses how
cultural and religious identity influences the willingness of states to adopt such
international norms.
2. Methodology
The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method, relying on library-based sources and
comparative legal analysis to assess both Iranian criminal law and the relevant provisions
of CEDAW.
3. Findings
The study finds that CEDAW is primarily a product of western feminist thought,
embodying certain ideological values that do not align with many non-western legal
cultures. The Convention’s universalist framework often overlooks critical differences in
legal systems, cultural traditions, religious principles, and interpretations of women’s
social roles. As a result, it has failed to generate genuine international consensus -
particularly among Islamic nations.
Although Iranian law does not explicitly legislate against prostitution under a single
provision, it criminalizes any sexual relationship outside of marriage, whether or not
financial compensation is involved. Such acts are prosecuted under hudud or ta ‘zir laws,
depending on the case specifics. The most common form of prostitution is framed as
zina (fornication or adultery), but the law also applies to other illicit acts such as
lesbianism (musahaqa) and non-penetrative sexual behavior.
Iran’s criminal statutory law aligns with these substantive provisions, treating female sex
workers like any other offender of crimes against public morality (jara’im munafi al-‘afaf).
Trials are held in appropriate courts based on whether the crime qualifies as hudud or
ta‘zit. According to Article 42 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, only female judicial
officers may investigate women accused of such crimes. However, there is no
requirement for female judges or advisors in court, and no specialized courts currently



exist for handling prostitution-related cases—an institutional gap in Iran’s criminal justice
system.

4. Conclusion

An examination of Iran’s criminal statutes - both substantive and procedural- based on
the Preamble and Articles 4 and 21 of the Constitution, confirms that all legislation must
be grounded in Islamic Sharia and the Figh of Twelver Shiism. Within this framework,
the principle of gender equality, along with the recognition of women’s dignity and rights,
constitutes a core component of Iranian legal doctrine. Accordingly, both criminal and
civil statutes are structured to uphold the position of women and ensure the protection
of their rights in accordance with Sharia principles. Nevertheless, Iran cannot remain
disengaged from international legal developments. Numerous international treaties,
under the broad banners of combating gender-based discrimination and promoting
gender equality, seek to reshape or even dismantle domestic legal systems that are rooted
in indigenous cultural values, religious doctrines, and traditional social frameworks. A
prominent example of such an international instrument is the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), which -
particularly in its Articles 2 and 6 - calls for the abrogation of national criminal laws that
are deemed incompatible with its normative framework. Article 6, in particular, addresses
the prevention of trafficking and prostitution in highly generalized terms, offering neither
a precise definition of prostitution nor a clear set of legal mechanisms for how such
practices should be addressed.

Although Iranian criminal law does not contain a statute dedicated specifically to
prostitution, it does criminalize all forms of sexual relations outside the institution of
marriage, whether such acts are committed for monetary compensation or driven by non-
financial motives. These offenses fall within the scope of hudud or ta‘zir punishments,
depending on the nature and circumstances of the act. The most common and codified
manifestation of prostitution under Iranian law is zina (illicit sexual intercourse), but this
classification does not preclude the prosecution of other prohibited sexual behaviors,
such as lesbian relations (musahaqa) or non-penetrative sexual acts, all of which are
similarly addressed under criminal law. Procedural criminal law, in parallel with
substantive provisions, treats women engaged in prostitution as it would other offenders
involved in crimes of sexual immorality. Based on general principles of judicial
competence, such cases are adjudicated in criminal courts, depending on whether the
offense qualifies as a hudud or a ta‘zir crime.

Article 42 of the Code of Criminal Procedure mandates that female judicial officers
conduct investigations involving female suspects. However, there is no formal
requirement for female judges or legal advisors to preside over such cases in court, nor
is there any specialized tribunal dedicated specifically to crimes related to prostitution.
This absence of institutional specialization represents one of the more significant
procedural deficiencies in the current legal framework. Given that hudud provisions are
applicable to prostitution, Iran’s full adherence to CEDAW is incompatible with the
requirements of Islamic Sharia. Nonetheless, in order to mitigate international pressure

and in keeping with the principle of ”Cfu‘ oo 9l Sl Lage @;J\ (It means that
whenever it is possible to reconcile two conflicting pieces of evidence or arguments,
doing so takes precedence over favoring one and discarding the other), Iran could
consider accession to the Convention on a reservation-based model. Such an approach

would require the precise identification of conflicting provisions within the national
criminal code and necessitate strategic coordination with other Islamic states—regardless



of their current membership status in the Convention. This strategy would facilitate both
the continued implementation of Islamic criminal principles, particularly regarding
hudud, and a degree of alignment with CEDAW?’s broader anti-discrimination objectives.
Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, Criminal Statutes, CEDAW, Prostitution, Women.
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Abstract

In accordance with the policies enshrined in Chapter Ten of the Constitution, the Islamic
Republic of Iran is committed to supporting the legitimate struggles of the oppressed
against global oppressors wherever they may be. At the same time, the Constitution
mandates the defense of the rights of all Muslims. In pursuit of these objectives, Iran has
undertaken a range of political, cultural, and military initiatives - such as the establishment
of the Quds Force, the deployment of cultural attachés, the designation of Islamic Unity
Week, the annual “Disavowal of Polytheists” (Bara'a) ritual during Hajj, and the support
or creation of political-military groups including Hezbollah (Lebanon), Hamas
(Palestine), the Popular Mobilization Forces (Iraq), and Ansarullah (Yemen). This study
draws on Article 110 of the Constitution, which assigns the Leader a central role in
strategic national decision-making, to examine the Fighi foundations of Article 152
through the lens of Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought - particularly in relation to support for
the Resistance Axis. Using a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in
documentary and library research, the article first traces the historical and ideological
evolution of the Resistance Axis. It then explores the jurisprudential and theological
underpinnings of Ayatollah Khamenei’s position, with specific reference to Quranic
verses and Hadith sources that emphasize justice, resistance, and the defense of the
oppressed. The findings lead to two main conclusions: first, sectarian differences do not
present a valid batrier to supporting the Resistance Axis; and second, based on Ayatollah
Khamenei’s jurisprudential reasoning - and in alignment with the legal and ideological
commitments of Article 152 - the Islamic Republic of Iran is both religiously and
constitutionally obligated to maintain a peace-oriented posture while simultaneously
defending Muslim rights and supporting the broader Resistance movement.

Keywords: Jihad, Article 152 of the Constitution, Jurisprudential Foundations, Ayatollah
Khamenei, Peace.

* Email: nourian@jst.ikiu.ac.ir (Cotresponding Author)

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International CC BY 4.0 @ ® ~



https://www.pajoohname.ir/article_223001.html
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2445-5424

Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
With the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the establishment of puppet states under
British and French influence, European powers took the opportunity to expand their
indirect control. Through the 1917 Balfour Declaration, they facilitated Jewish settlement
in Palestine, laying the groundwork for the creation of Israel, a regime founded on gradual
occupation. With the dominance of Eastern communism and Western capitalism,
alternative political discourses appeared to be sidelined. However, a series of
developments in Iran culminated in the Islamic Revolution, eventually leading to the
establishment of the Islamic Republic after neatly two decades. The revolution, under
Imam Khomeini’s leadership, birthed a new discourse beyond the Eastern and Western
blocs, inspiring anti-Isracl movements in Lebanon and Syria under figures like Sayyid
Musa al-Sadr, and in Iraq under Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr. These
movements led to the formation of groups such as Hezbollah, the Badr Organization,
and al-Da'wa Party. Coupled with the Iran-Iraq war, these developments gave rise to a
regional axis centered around Iran—including L.ebanon, Syria, Iraq, and movements like
Hezbollah, Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and Yemen's Ansarullah.
Guided by Iran, this "Resistance Axis" emerged as a counter-hegemonic discourse in the
Middle East, symbolized by slogans like “Neither East nor West,” support for Palestine,
the “Second Phase of the Revolution” manifesto, and Ayatollah Khamenei’s letter to
Western youth. Especially after the Soviet collapse, this axis challenged U.S. hegemony,
with U.S. government documents recognizing Iran as a serious threat to its regional
dominance. The perceived threat stems from the structured ideology, political-military
alliances, and technological capabilities of the Resistance Axis. Given the religious nature
of regional politics, public diplomacy has significantly reinforced this discourse - though
some have criticized its trans-sectarian nature and Shia cooperation with non-Shiites.
2. Methodology
This article adopts an analytical-descriptive approach grounded in library-based sources.
It begins by tracing the historical and political emergence of the Resistance Axis, from
the Ottoman collapse through the Islamic Revolution and the Arab Spring. Drawing on
historical texts, scholatly articles, and political documents, the study examines the
composition of this axis—emphasizing that religious differences have not undermined
its unity.
The second phase analyzes Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought on resistance, using his official
speeches and jurisprudential teachings to identify key themes such as anti-domination,
Islamic unity, and defense of the oppressed.
The third phase explores Quranic and hadith-based justifications for supporting
resistance, referencing verses like Qur'an 4:75 and 8:60 and narrations from the Imams.
Utilizing Shia jurisprudential sources and commentaries, the study presents support for

the resistance as religiously legitimate and inclusive, regardless of sectarian affiliation.

The data are drawn from jurisprudential, exegetical, historical, and political sources,
including the Iranian Constitution and international reports, and are analyzed using
logical and inferential reasoning.

3. Results and Discussion

The key findings of the study include:

First: A structured profile of the Resistance Axis shows it includes Iran, Lebanon, Syria,
Iraq, Yemen, and groups such as Hezbollah, Hamas, and Ansarullah. This axis is defined
not by sectarianism but by its opposition to U.S. and Israeli hegemony. Though



predominantly Shia, its primary goal is the liberation of Palestine and rejection of
domination, transcending sectarian divisions.

Second: Ayatollah Khamenei views resistance as a universal right. Regardless of sect, he
emphasizes defending the oppressed and resisting tyranny. Citing Qur'an 4:75 and
hadiths, he sees support for the resistance as a collective religious obligation. His strategic
principles include unity among believers, compassion toward fellow Muslims, and
firmness against enemies.

Third: A jurisprudential examination of Article 152 of the Constitution shows that
supporting Muslim rights and rejecting domination is both a legal and religious duty of
the Iranian state. This duty does not conflict with peaceful diplomacy but is contingent
on national interest as determined by the Supreme Leader.

Fourth: Common ctriticisms—such as the idea of a "Shia Crescent" or the perceived
impropriety of Shia cooperation with non-Shia—are refuted. The Resistance Axis is
inherently trans-sectarian. Thus, Iran’s support is consistent with Quranic (e.g., 8:60) and
hadith sources (e.g., Nahj al-Balaghah) and devoid of sectarian bias.

Ultimately, the study establishes that the call for resistance, in the view of Ayatollah
Khamenei, is rooted in the Prophetic tradition and Islamic jurisprudence. Iran's support
for the Resistance Axis is not only a legal and religious duty but also a strategic imperative
that contributes to lasting regional peace.

4. Conclusion

This research, grounded in Ayatollah Khamenei’s Fighi thought and Article 152 of the
Constitution, reaches the following conclusions:

1. The assumption of a “Shia Crescent” or criticism of Shia support for non-Shia
resistance groups lacks theological legitimacy; therefore, any claims based on these
assumptions are invalid.

2. Even if one were to accept such premises, Ayatollah Khamenei’s framework
legitimizes Iran’s actions through clear Qur'anic and hadith-based reasoning. The notion
that resistance to tyranny equates to opposition to Ahl al-Bayt is unfounded and
contradicts explicit Islamic commands.

3. According to his religious worldview, supporting resistance is a Qur'anic duty aligned
with the teachings of the Prophet. For him, sectarian identity holds no priority when
defending the oppressed. A tyrant who is Shia does not deserve support due to sectarian
ties, nor should a non-Shia oppressed be denied support for religious reasons.

4. Support for the Resistance Axis aligns with the first part of Article 152 (rejecting
domination) and does not contradict the latter part (peaceful relations with non-hostile
states). These two aspects can be harmonized based on national interest, as assessed by
the Leader. In this regard, the establishment of the Strategic Council on Foreign Relations
by the Leader reflects this evaluative role.

Keywords: Resistance, Article 152, Constitution, Iran, Figh, Ayatollah Khamenei
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Abstract

Accurately understanding and identifying the objectives of the General Policies of the
System is one of the most critical steps in general policy analysis. When policymakers
correctly grasp the objectives of a general policy during its formulation, its
implementation is less likely to encounter difficulties. The central question of this study
is: What is the purpose of formulating general policies? This article, using the guidelines
and instruction of Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei,
describes both the implicit and explicit objectives of 37 titles of general policies outlined
by His Eminence. Utilizing a descriptive-inferential methodology, the study reveals a
notable degree of both repetition and internal contradiction among these objectives.
Furthermore, the analysis suggests that the sheer volume and overlapping nature of the
goals point to a need for systematic revision. Such a revision should be grounded in three
key criteria: Normative principles (do’s and don’ts) of policymaking; Logical coherence
and consistency among the policies, and The need to update objectives in response to
rapid transformations and evolving conditions.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction

1. Introduction

The analysis of the objectives of the General Policies of the System is essential for
optimizing policymaking and achieving stated objectives. From a system-oriented
perspective, the institution of general policy can be analyzed using two models: the logical
and the physical. The logical model reflects fundamental principles and substantive rules,
expressing the nature of governance, values, norms, procedures, and the strategic goals
of the Islamic system. The physical model, derived from the logical one, represents
mechanisms, institutional structures, and symbols designed to achieve these goals.

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran outlines both the logical and physical
structures of governance and formally recognizes the concept of general policies. Article
11 of the Constitution, beyond identifying a specific example of general policy, also
defines the term: “It is the duty of the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
base its general policy upon the of making alliances and unifying Muslim nations and to
make constant efforts to realize the political, economic and cultural unity of the Muslim

wortld.”

Following the 1989 constitutional revision, Clause 1 of Article 110 assigned the task of
determining general policies to the Leader in consultation with the Expediency
Discernment Council. Since then, and including judicial five-year policies, eight five-year
General Policies of the System documents and 37 thematic policy titles have been
developed and issued.

Accurately identifying the goals behind the general policies is a critical step in their
analysis. A sound understanding of these goals by policymakers during the formulation
phase significantly reduces implementation challenges. The central research question is:
What is the purpose of formulating general policies?

2. Methodology

Due to the lack of a comprehensive theory and previous research in this domain, and the
potential for misunderstanding or mischaracterizing general policies, quantitative
methods are deemed inappropriate. Instead, a descriptive-inferential approach is
employed. General policies fall into three categories: Long-term (e.g., Vision document),
Medium-term (37 thematic policy titles), and Short-term (8 five-year general policies)
This article focuses on analyzing the 37 thematic general policy titles.

3. Results and Findings

Given that the development of general policies is a logical, gradual, and evolutionary
process, tradition, experience, and values have shaped a set of relatively flexible
principles. In many cases, goals serve as means to achieving higher objectives. However,
the use of certain means has at times led to unintended consequences or even
contradictory outcomes.

Logical policymaking demands a coherent chain of goal-means alignment, ensuring
proportionality and causality between objectives and the tools employed. As such, a
review of some general policy goals is warranted.

The structuring of General Policies of the System’s objectives is especially critical in three
dimensions:

1.Normative Alignment: Ensuring goals meet criteria such as generality, clarity, precision,
and coherence with guiding principles.

2. Internal Coherence: Eliminating overlap, repetition, and conflict among goals.

3. Modernization: Updating goals to reflect the rapid pace of change and evolution in the
policymaking environment.



A holistic and integrated approach is necessaty to avoid sectoral or siloed perspectives.
General policies should be developed with cross-sectoral alignhment in mind, utilizing
national institutional capacities appropriately. This integrated vision also avoids
duplication and conflicts between institutional jurisdictions.

Analysis shows that general policy goals are often most meaningful within cross-sectoral
frameworks. Goals that are overly specific, trivial, unnecessary, or operational in nature
should be reconsidered. For example, among the 18 sectoral General Policies of the

System documents, there are 295 distinct policy goals—many of which warrant revision.

Repetition and Conflict in Goals:
In analyzing the GPS goals, roughly 80 objectives were found to be repeated. Examples
include:

® justice: Expressed in forms such as ensuring justice, promoting justice indices, or
preparing for economic justice—appearing eight times.
® Welfare: Found under “public welfare” (2 times) and “social welfare” (3 times).

>

® Doverty: Appearing in formulations such as “eradicate poverty,” “eliminate
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deprivation,” “remove poverty indicators,” and “poverty alleviation”—with 13 total
instances referring to low-income or disadvantaged groups.

® Production-related goals: Appeatring 25 times across different policy documents.

Conflicts and Overlaps:

Some goals appear to conflict with one another. In many cases, GPS goals duplicate
objectives already articulated in the Constitution, which also defines the responsible
institutions. Sometimes apparent contradictions arise due to different temporal or
hierarchical levels: for example, annual vs. decadal goals, or strategic ideals vs. tactical
objectives. Some seemingly contradictory goals are in fact means to other ends.

Dual Phases in Goal Setting:

General policy goals have been formulated in two distinct phases. The first phase, led by
the Council’s expert commissions without centralized coordination, resulted in
inconsistent objectives with repetitions and conflicts. The second phase, based on
leadership-approved priorities and structured drafting processes, produced more
coherent, unified, and methodologically consistent policy goals—generally covering a 10-
year horizon.

Therefore, revising the first-phase GPS goals in light of the more coherent second-phase
documents, and modernizing them to align with current challenges and policy
effectiveness, can greatly enhance the internal consistency and strategic value of general
policies.

4. Conclusion

The objectives underlying the formulation of general policies serve as a critical bridge
between the Islamic system’s foundational logic - its philosophical and ideological
underpinnings - and its institutional structures, including the three branches of
government. These objectives are designed not only to prevent deviation from core
Islamic ideals but also to translate those ideals into practical, actionable frameworks.
Rooted in Islamic anthropology, the goals of general policies extend beyond the
conventional function of regulation. They are also intended to foster human and societal
development, necessitating both a firm philosophical foundation and effective
operational mechanisms for implementation and oversight. In this context, laws and



executive programs should be viewed not merely as elements to be assessed for their
consistency with the general policies, but as instruments for their realization. This
instrumental perspective strengthens the connection between ideological vision and
institutional execution. However, the current framework faces significant challenges. The
proliferation and poor organization of goals, misalignment between means and ends, and
persistent implementation gaps have led to redundancies, contradictions, and in some
cases, unintended consequences. Certain operational objectives—initially conceived as
means to higher ends—have failed to fulfill their intended purpose and have at times
undermined broader goals. These issues underscore the urgent need for a comprehensive
reassessment of the general policy objectives. This revision should be guided by three
key approaches: Normative Evaluation - Assessing objectives against the core principles
of Islamic policymaking; Internal Consistency - Ensuring logical coherence and
alighment among various goals; Modernization - Updating objectives in response to
contemporary social, economic, and political transformations.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, General Policies, Iran, policymakers, Islamic system
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Abstract

This article offers a critical assessment of Paul Ricceur’s hermeneutic theory through a
comparative lens informed by the interpretive views of Ayatollah Khamenei. Employing
an analytical-comparative methodology grounded in library research, the study explores
the divergent foundations of these two interpretive frameworks. Ricceur, a prominent
French hermeneutic thinker, anchors his theory in the interrelated concepts of language,
reflection, understanding, and selfhood. He conceives of interpretation as a tripartite
process - explanation, understanding, and appropriation. In the second phase,
“understanding,” Ricceur emphasizes the autonomy of the text from the authot’s intent,
its detachment from historical context, the rejection of intentionalism, semantic
multiplicity, the precedence of the readet’s interpretation over the authot's, and the
notion of an “implied author.” In contrast, Ayatollah Khamenei’s interpretive model
regards the Quran as a revealed and objective text, grounded in divine authorship. Within
this framework, both the text and its Author (God) are central, while the interpreter
functions as a third element who, through engagement with the text, seeks to discern the
divine intent. Given its relativistic and pluralistic orientation—elements at odds with the
Quran’s teleological and guidance-centered character—Ricceur’s hermeneutics is viewed
as incompatible with the principles of Quranic interpretation.

Keywords: Hermeneutics, understanding, interpretation, Ayatollah Khamenei, Paul
Ricceur.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Paul Riceeur (died in 2005), a prominent French philosopher, was one of the leading
figures in philosophical hermeneutics. He sought to develop a comprehensive theory of
interpretation and understanding by synthesizing diverse approaches. His primary
concern was to bridge the nature and reality of understanding with its operational
methods. Accordingly, Ricceur’s intellectual system encompasses a wide range of
hermeneutical thought, from the interpretation of sacred texts to the objectivist
hermeneutics of Hirsch and Betti.
Ricceur  conceptualizes interpretation as a three-stage process: explanation,
understanding, and appropriation - a model known as the “hermenecutic arc.” This arc
provides a phenomenological framework for explaining the process of successful
understanding, aiming to describe how interpretation actually occurs.
This study aims to comparatively examine Ricceur’s hermeneutic theory and Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei’s interpretive views. Within the Shia exegetical tradition, Ayatollah
Khamenei - recognized as a qualified jurist and a profound interpreter - has offered novel
foundations for understanding religious texts. This research, employing an analytical-
comparative approach, investigates the similarities and differences between these two
intellectual frameworks in their engagement with the concept of textual understanding.
The significance of this comparison lies in its potential to open new horizons in
interdisciplinaty studies and the interpretation of sacred texts. On the one hand, it
enriches theoretical philosophical hermeneutics; on the other, it offers a renewed
understanding of the foundations of religious exegesis in response to the epistemological
challenges of the modern world.
2. Methodology
This study employs an analytical-comparative method to critically evaluate Ricceur’s
theory of textual understanding in light of Ayatollah Khamenei’s interpretive principles.
Data was collected through electronic note-taking based on library resources.
3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Foundations of Ricceur’s Theory of Textual Understanding
Ricceur, through a synthesis of phenomenology, structuralism, and hermenecutics,
presents a coherent theoretical framework for understanding texts. His main concepts
include:
a. Autonomy of the Text from the Author
Drawing on Roland Barthes’ “death of the author,” Ricceur holds that once a text is
created, it becomes independent of the author’s intentions. Meaning is not located in the
author’s mind but is produced through the text itself and its interaction with the reader.
This allows for multiple, even contradictory, interpretations of the same text.
b. The Dialectic of Explanation and Interpretation
Ricceur asserts that understanding a text involves two complementary processes:
Explanation: The objective and structural analysis of the text using semiotics and
scientific methods.
Understanding: The subjective and existential grasp of the text, shaped by the
interpretet’s preconceptions and intellectual horizon.
The final understanding emerges from the dialectical interplay of these two levels.
c. The Active Role of the Reader in Meaning-Making
Unlike classical hermeneutics, which considered meaning to be fixed within the text,
Ricceur—under the influence of Hans-Georg Gadamer - emphasizes the readet’s active



role in constructing meaning. Every reader, shaped by their own experiences and pre-
knowledge, derives a unique interpretation from the text.

d. The Text as Written Discourse

Ricceur distinguishes between spoken and written discourse, arguing that the written text,
by virtue of its detachment from its original context, allows for broader interpretive
possibilities.

3.2 Ayatollah Khamenei’s Interpretive Foundations for Understanding the Text
As a scholar well-versed in both traditional Islamic sciences and contemporary
intellectual developments, Ayatollah Khamenei offers a distinctive approach to
interpreting religious texts, especially the Quran. His key interpretive principles include:
a. The Authoritativeness of Quranic Apparent Meanings

Contrary to trends of excessive esotericism, Ayatollah Khamenei upholds the evidentiary
value of the Quran’s apparent meanings. Interpretation must adhere to Arabic linguistic
rules and sound rational principles, thereby preventing arbitrary or deviant exegesis.

b. Reliance on the Prophetic Household’s Tradition in Exegesis

He considers the narrations of the Prophet’s household (Ahl-ul-Bayt), as the true
interpreters of the Quran, to be essential for a correct understanding of its verses. This
guards against excessive relativism in interpretation.

c. Dynamic Ijtihad within Principled Boundaries

While affirming the need for dynamic ijtihad (juristic reasoning) and the Quran’s capacity
to address contemporary issues, Ayatollah Khamenei emphasizes strict adherence to
interpretive principles. His approach secks to strike a balance between tradition and
innovation.

3.3 Critique of Ricceur’s Theory from Ayatollah Khamenei’s Perspective

By comparing the two frameworks, several points of divergence and critique emerge:

a. Critique of Textual Autonomy

Ricceur’s idea of the text’s independence from its author is incompatible with the Islamic
view of the Quran as the literal word of God. Understanding the Quran requires
attentiveness to divine intent and the context of revelation, which cannot be separated
from its meaning,.

b. Critique of the Reader’s Absolute Role in Meaning-Making

While Ricceur places the reader at the center of meaning construction, Ayatollah
Khamenei insists that Quranic interpretation must occur within strict parameters—such
as Arabic grammar, the context of revelation, and transmitted traditions—to prevent
subjective readings.

c. Critique of Unlimited Polysemy

Although Ricceur views the text as inherently polysemic, the Islamic tradition—while
recognizing multiple levels of meaning—Ilimits them within the bounds of reason,
revelation, and scholarly consensus.

d. Critique of Relativism in Understanding

Ricceur’s hermeneutics leans toward epistemological relativism. In contrast, Ayatollah
Khamenei affirms that many Quranic truths are definitive and cannot be subjected to
purely personal or interpretive discretion.

4. Conclusion

This comparative analysis reveals that while Ricceur’s theory is effective for interpreting
literary and philosophical texts, it requires substantial revision to be applicable to religious
texts. Ayatollah Khamenei’s interpretive framework emphasizes the need for
methodological rigor and safeguards against the excesses of modern hermeneutics. A
synthesis of hermeneutical approaches with the principles of Islamic exegesis may lead



to a more balanced model of textual understanding. Ultimately, Ayatollah Khamenei’s
approach - grounded in Islamic principles yet responsive to contemporary analytical
methods - offers a robust framework for engaging religious texts in the modern world.
Keywords: Hermeneutics, understanding, interpretation, Ayatollah Khamenei, Paul
Ricceur
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