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Abstract

One of the most significant ambiguities regarding diyah (financial compensation or blood
money) arises in the case where a person commits intentional murder of a legally
protected life, but before the victim’s heir can exercise their right over the committed
murder, the murderer is killed by a third party. In such a scenario, how is the transfer of
the right to receive diyah by the heir of the first victim handled, especially when the first
murderer has no assets to pay the diyah This research, using a descriptive-analytical
method, shows that the heir of the first victim, according to the theory of “transfer of
the right over qgisas (retaliation in kind) and diyah,” which establishes various channels
for diyah payment, and the theory of “usurping the right to exercise gisas and diyah,”
based on the principle of loss (itlaf), as well as the theory of “temporal priority in
entitlement to diyah” and Article 452 of the Islamic Penal Code, holds a personal right
to the diyah. Based on the Supreme Leadet’s view of diyah as part of the deceased’s
estate, the heir of the first victim has priority over the heir of the second victim in
receiving diyah. Consequently, if the heir of the second victim wishes to carry out qisas
before the heir of the first victim asserts their right, they must pay the diyah from their
own assets to the heir of the first victim. If the diyah is to be collected from the murderer,
it must be paid to the heir of the first victim, because their right to receive diyah is
considered secondary. This is particulatly the case since the received diyah constitutes the
estate of the first murderer, and settling debts takes precedence over the rights of heirs.

Keywords: Diyah, qisas, intentional murder, Ayatollah Khamenei, victim, heir.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Although the principle of d7yah is universally recognized in Muslim countries, ambiguities
remain regarding its amount and the manner of its payment in relation to different crimes.
One significant ambiguity concerns the scenario in which a person commits murder of a
legally protected life, but before the victim’s heir can exercise their right regarding the
murder, the perpetrator becomes unavailable for any reason. Death or escape are
examples addressed in Islamic Figh; however, a scenario that has received little attention
is when the perpetrator is killed by a third party. This second killing may be intentional
or quasi-intentional. The present research focuses on the first murder being intentional
or quasi-intentional to the extent that it gives rise to entitlement to diyzh. In such a
scenario, the question arises as to how the heir of the first victim can exercise their right
to receive diyah. According to the view of Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei, djyah constitutes part of the deceased’s estate; therefore, diyah
received due to the first murderer is considered part of the first murderer’s estate.
Payment of debts, including the djyah of the first victim, takes precedence over the rights
of heirs. Moreover, Article 462 of the Islamic Penal Code (2013) stipulates that diyab in
cases of intentional and quasi-intentional murder is the responsibility of the perpetrator.
Article 452 (2013) further establishes that diyab is a personal right of the victim or their
heir and carries the legal consequences of civil liability. It states: “The perpetratot’s
obligation is not discharged except by payment of diyah, reconciliation, remission, or
compensation.” Therefore, if the first murderer is killed, the second murderer causes the
transfer of the right to gzsas and diyab to the heir of the first victim. If the heir of the
second victim seeks to exercise gisas, and the first murderer has insufficient assets, by the
principle of loss and the theory of “transfer of the right over gisas and diyah,” as well as
the principle of usurpation, the heir of the second victim must pay the share of the heir
of the first victim from their own assets.
2. Methodology
This research has been conducted employing a descriptive-analytical approach with
reference to Islamic Figh and legal texts, as well as specialized websites.
3.Results and Discussion
Regarding the nature of diyah and the basis upon which the heir may claim it, some
scholars argue that since djyah constitutes a right, the heir may claim it at any time,
provided the right has not been extinguished or usurped. Their arguments for
considering diyah as a right include its function, eligibility of the recipient, and the
inherent natute of djyah. In this regard, Supreme Court Ruling No. 10-23/3/1363
states: “If diyah and damages resulting from a crime are not addressed in criminal court,
they may be claimed in civil court.” This demonstrates that judicial practice treats dzyabh
as a type of right. The Leader’s view that “dzyah of the deceased is considered part of
the estate” further confirms its financial nature.
Other scholars, based on Quranic verses related to gisas (e.g., Al-Baqarah 178-179, Al-
Ma’idah 32, 45, An-Nahl 126, Al-Kahf 74, Ash-Shura 40), emphasize that djyah is a form
of punishment or substitute for the primary penalty. However, they maintain that the
heir may forgo it or influence its amount. Additional conditions for entitlement include
the need for the perpetrator’s consent and the fixed amount of diyah.
It appears that the right to diyab is transferable. Therefore, if the first victim’s heir cannot
claim djyah due to the perpetrator’s lack of resources, any diyab collected by the heir of
the second victim must be transferred to the heir of the first victim. Before any
agreement, the second perpetrator’s assets fall under the first victim’s heit’s claim at least



to the amount of the fixed dijyah, and the second perpetrator cannot dispose of them
otherwise.

Based on the Leader’s view, “diyah of the deceased is considered part of the estate.” Thus,
when the first perpetrator is killed and the diyab liability passes to the second perpetrator,
this diyah forms part of the first perpetrator’s estate. Following his guidance and the
opinion of contemporary jurists, expenses for funeral arrangements and debts are first
deducted before the remaining estate is distributed among heirs. Therefore, the diyah of
the first victim constitutes a debt on the first perpetrator’s estate and takes payment
priority.

4.Conclusion

Based on the analysis, if the first perpetrator is killed, this act transfers the right to gisas
and diyab to the heir of the first victim. Consequently, if the first victim’s heir cannot
claim their right from the first perpetrator’s assets, they may ultimately claim it from the
second perpetrator’s assets. According to the views of Ayatollah Khamenei and
contemporary jurists, the diyah present in the second perpetrator’s estate is treated as part
of the estate; thus, the first victim’s heir has priority in payment.

If the heir of the second victim disregards the prior right of the first victim’s heir and
executes gisas on the second perpetrator, then, by the principle of loss and the theory of
“transfer of the right over gisas and djyah,” as well as usurpation, they must pay the first
victim’s heir from their own assets. Accordingly, recognizing diyah as a right is necessary
to support this reasoning. As Article 452 of the Islamic Penal Code states, diyab is the
personal right of the victim or their heir and carries the consequences of civil liability; the
perpetrator’s obligation is not discharged except by payment, reconciliation, remission,
or compensation.

Therefore, recognizing the priority of the first victim’s heir in claiming djyah over the
second victim’s heir is justified, provided the first perpetrator’s assets are insufficient to
satisfy the diyab. In this case, diyah received from the second perpetrator belongs to the
first victim’s heir. Based on this research, it is recommended that a clause be added to
Article 474 of the Islamic Penal Code: “In cases of intentional or quasi-intentional
murder, if the perpetrator is unavailable, dfyah shall be collected from their assets. If gisas
is carried out by the heir of the second victim and the perpetrator has no assets, the dzyah
obligation shall fall on the heir of the second victim.”

Keywords: Diyah, qisas, intentional murder, Ayatollah Khamenei, victim, heir.
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Abstract

Women’s attire is a matter of concern across diverse religious and social cultures. Islamic
law has likewise established regulations for women’s dress when appearing in public.
Nevertheless, violations of these rulings can be observed in Islamic societies to an extent
that may be described as the “phenomenon of non-observance of hijab.” Employing a
descriptive-analytical method and documentary sources, this study seeks to answer the
following question: What is the legal responsibility of an Islamic government regarding
the phenomenon of women’s non-observance of hijab? To address this issue, the Fighi
perspective of Grand Ayatollah Khamenei is examined through the extraction of general
legal principles and the identification of specific evidences. In this framework, the
following arguments are invoked to establish the legitimacy of governmental intervention
in confronting non-observance of hijab: general evidences pertaining to the
governmental duty of forbidding wrongdoing and its application in matters of belief;
evidences affirming the permissibility of imposing Tazir (discretionary punishment) for
any religiously forbidden act or social harm; the obligation to prevent disruption of the
social and religious order; and general evidences emphasizing the preservation of
religious rulings and the necessity of maintaining moral order. Under each category,
potential objections raised by proponents of the view denying governmental authority to
mandate hijab are outlined and addressed.

Keywords: Hijab, women, Islamic government, Tazir, religious decree, Ayatollah
Khamenei.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
According to the verses 26 of Al-A’raf Surah, “O children of Adan! We bave provided for you
clothing to cover your nakedness and as an adornment. However, the best clothing is righteonsness. This
is one of Allab’s bounties, so perbaps you will be mindful” (Al-A‘raf: 26), human attire is a divine
gift. From Verse 22 “And when they tasted of the tree, their nakedness was exposed to them,
prompting them o cover themselves with leaves from Paradise. Then their Lord called ont to them, “Did
I not forbid you from that tree and “did I not™ tell you that Satan is your sworn enemy?” (Al-A‘raf:
22), it is clear that humans were not without clothing even in paradise.
Historical evidence shows that different communities, influenced by environmental,
ethical, cultural, and aesthetic factors, have adopted distinct clothing practices, making
attire a symbol of civilization, culture, and national identity.
In Islam, hijab is a religious obligation explicitly addressed in the Quran, and no Islamic
school or sect permits non-observance. Article 638 of the Islamic Penal Code (2013)
stipulates: “Women who appear in public without donning the Islamic hijab shall be sentenced to
imprisonment from ten days to two months or fined from fifty thousand to five bundred thousand rials.”
Some argue that neither the Islamic government nor society has the right to intervene in
non-observance of hijab through political authority. This view is based on two
approaches: 1) some claim that women’s dress is not an obligatory juridical ruling and
that Islamic law provides only moral recommendations regarding hijab; 2) others, while
recognizing the obligation of social dress (excluding the face and hands), maintain that
the government may not intervene and should limit itself to cultural promotion without
legal enforcement.
This study aims to clarify the perspectives of classical, medieval, and contemporary jurists
regarding the duty of the Islamic government in addressing non-observance of hijab, with
particular focus on the jurisprudential approach of Grand Ayatollah Khamenei as the
political leader of the Islamic community.
2. Methodology
This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach using documentary sources to
answer the question: What is the legal duty of an Islamic government regarding
compulsory enforcement in response to non-observance of hijab?
The study focuses on scholars who support governmental intervention. Assuming the
religious obligation of hijab, it examines how the government should respond to non-
observance. The Fighi perspective of Grand Ayatollah Khamenei is analyzed, and the
foundational legal principles of his view are extracted using religious teachings and
supporting evidences. Methodologically, the study addresses jurisprudential objections.
The teachings used to derive rulings are categorized into three groups:
a) Fighi (Jurisprudential) evidence (in enjoining good and Tauzir punishments);
b) Fundamental objectives of Sharia (general evidences emphasizing the preservation of
religious laws and prevention of social disruption);
¢) Ethical teachings aimed at discovering legal rulings.
3. Results and Discussion
Evidence from religious teachings demonstrates that governmental intervention in
enforcing hijab is legally permissible. Key justifications include:

1. General evidences for governmental enjoining of good and forbidding
wrongdoing: Designated authorities are tasked with confronting persistent
wrongdoers through organized institutions. Legitimacy of such institutions is
supported by reason and religious sources. The scope includes social disorders
affecting the community, constituting social rights and obligations.



2. General evidences for the permissibility of Tazir: Discretionary
punishment addresses certain ctimes and social misconduct. Non-observance
of hijab is a social sin and rationally undesirable, justifying sanctions similar to
other societal penalties.

3. Rational obligation to preserve social and cognitive order: Preserving
order and preventing disruption is a collective duty. Actions preventing harm
to the community—including confronting factors disturbing religious, ethical,
or social systems—are obligatory. Islam ensures social stability through
prohibiting immodesty and enforcing appropriate clothing,

4. General evidences on the duty of the state to preserve religious
governance: Muslim rulers must enforce hijab, encourage compliance, and
punish violators. Sharia requires prevention of all public sins.

5. Duty of the government to preserve the moral system: The Islamic
government must employ all legitimate means to maintain society’s moral
order. Cultural and educational methods may suffice, but authority may be

used when these are inadequate. The principle of S Y6 Jgs ¥ (choosing
the easier method first) must always be observed.
4. Conclusion
Objections claiming that forbidding wrongdoing should be limited to cultural measures
can be addressed in two ways: a) the rational and religious necessity of using authority
against persistent wrongdoers; b) the obligation to forbid wrongdoing even when
immediate effect seems unlikely, considering long-term and repeated influence.
Tazir for non-observance of hijab is justified by general evidences for punishment of
sinful acts, prophetic and Imam’s practices, and the social harm caused by non-
observance. Since non-observance disrupts the religious and social order and
sometimes defies the Islamic system, intervention is warranted by both Sharia and
reason.
Views claiming minimal disruption in current lifestyles or nomadic systems are
unsustainable, as such behaviors constitute harmful customs. General evidences
emphasize the ruler’s duty to preserve religious and ethical values and discipline
violators.
Keywords: Hijab, women, Islamic government, Tazir, religious decree, Ayatollah
Khamenei.
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Abstract

Verse 28 of al-Hajj Surah, due to its conceptual breadth, has consistently been subject to
interpretive debate and has produced a range of seemingly divergent readings - from
individual material benefits to the strategic aims of the Ummah. Addressing the question
of how this interpretive trajectory can be understood within a coherent framework, this
study employs a descriptive—analytical method to propose an innovative model based on
“coexisting interpretive waves.” The findings show that the understanding of “benefits”
has not followed a linear process of replacement but rather the emergence of
complementary semantic layers. The first wave, focused on the individual, interprets the
benefits as tangible material gains (such as trade) or spiritual gains (such as Maghfirat
[forgiveness]) for the pilgrim. The second wave marks a conceptual shift toward the
Ummah, expanding the meaning of benefits to include transformative social dimensions
(unity and collective strength) and profound spiritual effects (Hajj as a school of
education and insight). The culmination of this development appears in the third wave -
the strategic reading of Ayatollah Khamenei - which reconfigures all previous benefits
from “ultimate goals” into “functional infrastructures” for achieving a higher purpose:
the “uprising of the Ummah”. By presenting this model, the study not only offers a
coherent framework for tracing the history of interpreting this verse but also provides a
methodological approach capable of analyzing the development of other key Quranic
concepts. It further underscores the dynamism of Islamic thought in activating the
strategic capacities of sacred texts.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
Introduction
The key phrase “/i-yashbadii mandfi‘a lahun” (so they may obtain the benefits [in store] for
them) (Hajj: 28), owing to the broad semantic range of benefits, has long been a field of
interpretive debate and subject to diverse and evolving readings throughout Islamic
intellectual history. From the earliest centuties, this breadth generated a vatiety of
seemingly divergent interpretations: some limiting bexefits to material gain from trade (Ibn
Qutaybah, 1411: 249); others restricting it to spiritual forgiveness and reward in the
hereafter (Tabari, 1412: 17/108); and still others combining both (San‘ani, 1411: 2/32).
Over time, the concept expanded to encompass social, political, and civilizational
dimensions, reaching a high point in its connection to the strategic idea of the “rising of
the Ummah” (Seyed Ali Khamenei, Speech, 18/03/1401). This plurality raises a
foundational question: What logic governs this trajectory of change, and how can these
diverse readings be understood within a coherent framework? This study addresses this
question through a systematic analysis of the exegetical development of the concept and
proposes an analytical model for understanding this process.
Methodology
Using a descriptive—analytical approach, the study examines and compares key exegeses
across various historical contexts. Its main innovation is the introduction of an analytical
model based on “coexisting exegetical waves.” Unlike linear approaches that interpret
development as the replacement of older views by newer ones, this model holds that
conceptual evolution occurs through the emergence of complementary semantic layers
that coexist, enriching and complexifying the original meaning. On this basis, the paper
identifies and analyzes three major exegetical waves: the first wave (individual-centered
reading), the second wave (community-centered and transformative reading), and the
third wave (strategic and consolidative reading). This framework enables the analysis of
the complexities, continuities, and conceptual shifts in the exegetical history of the verse.
Results and Discussion
Applying the “wave model” reveals a cumulative three-layered structure in the historical
understanding of the benefits of Hajj:
First Wave: Individual-centered reading
Prevailing in the early centuries (1st-3rd AH) and persisting as a foundational layer, this
reading defines benefits from the standpoint of the individual pilgrim and emphasizes
tangible, directly observable benefits. It comprises three main tendencies: a material view
(trade and markets), a spiritual view (forgiveness and eschatological reward), and an initial
comprehensive view that included both—accepted by leading exegetes such as Tusi (n.d.:
7/310) and Tabrisi (1372: 7/129) in the Shia tradition, and Tabari (1412: 17/108) and
Fakhr al-Razi (1420: 23/220) in the Sunni tradition. The continuity of this wave is evident
in later comprehensive works such as those of Suyuti (1404: 4/356) and Alusi (1415:
9/138).
Second Wave: Community-centered and transformative reading
Gaining momentum especially in the modern era, this wave shifts the focus from the
“individual” to the “Ummah.” Here, Hajj is reinterpreted as a global congregation for
generating collective benefits. These include broad social dimensions, such as unity,
collective strength, and mutual interaction for the spiritual growth of the Ummabh, as
articulated by Allameh Tabataba’i(1390: 14/369-370) and Ibn-e Ashur (1420: 17/177) -
as well as political dimensions, such as consultation on problems facing the Muslim world
and the formation of unified political positions, as analyzed by Fadlallah (1419: 16/55).
At the same time, spiritual benefits extend beyond basic reward and become a



transformative spiritual process in which Hajj functions as a school of moral training and
self-purification (as seen in the Hadith of Imam Reza (AS) (Nahavandi, 1386: 4/339) and
the analysis of Mudarrisi (1419: 8/51)) and as a source of insight and mystical unveiling
(evident in Qushayti (2000: 2/540) and Ibn-e Arabi (1422: 2/56)).

Third Wave: Strategic and consolidative reading

The culmination of this trajectory appears in the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei. This
reading reorganizes earlier benefits - individual and social - not as ultimate objectives but
as functional infrastructures for a higher purpose: the “rising of the Ummah.” By linking
the Hajj verse to “qéyaman li’I-nds” (Ma’idah: 97), it redefines Hajj as an annual workshop
for strengthening the Islamic community across three dimensions: spiritual (faith and
insight), socio-political (unity and disavowal of polytheists), and behavioral (lifestyle)
(Ayatollah Khamenei, Speeches, 18/03/1401; Ayatollah Khamenei, Weritings,
29/05/1397).

Conclusion

The study concludes that the exegetical history of benefifs is a coherent process of
cumulative semantic enrichment. Ayatollah Khamenei’s strategic reading is not a parallel
alternative but a dynamic interpretive engagement responsive to contemporary
contextual needs, activating the verse’s potential as a “Quranic charter for societal
consolidation.” The success of the wave model in explaining this complex process
highlights its usefulness as a methodological tool for analyzing the historical development
of other key Qur’anic concepts. Ultimately, the study underscores the dynamism of
Islamic thought in activating the strategic capacities of scripture and emphasizes the
importance of understanding Hajj as a civilization-shaping institution in the
contemporary world.

Keywords: Hajj, Quran, Verse 28, Ayatollah Khamenei, Ummah, benefits
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Abstract

The role and validity of custom in Quranic interpretation is a fundamental issue in the
methodology of understanding revelation. Since the Holy Quran was revealed in the
language of rational human communication and common understanding, determining
the extent of custom’s influence in uncovering the Divine intent is of particular
importance in interpretive ijtihad (legal reasoning). Although Shia Mufassirs (exegetes)
acknowledge the role of custom in clarifying meanings and identifying instances, its scope
and criteria of validity have not been systematically explained.

This study offers a scholarly examination of this issue. The findings indicate that, from
Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective, custom is not an independent source but a contextual
indicator and tool for understanding. At the level of intended usage, general custom
serves as the primary criterion for semantic analysis, but it carries no authority in supra-
sensible concepts or those with specifically Quranic technical meanings. In identifying
instances, custom is valid in perceptible subjects lacking a legally defined reality, whereas
in matters of the unseen and in technical religious terms, reference must be made to the
Quran, Sunnah, and reason. Thus, His Eminence’s ijtihad-based approach emphasizes
the alignment of custom with the Divine Lawgiver’s approval and the nature of the
subject matter, offering a principled framework for the methodical use of custom in
Quranic interpretation.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
Introduction
The role of custom in understanding and interpreting the Holy Quran is rooted, on the
one hand, in the rational communicative nature of revelation, and on the other, in the
need to delineate clearly its methodological limits and criteria of validity. Many Mufassirs
(exegetes) - particularly within the Shia school of thought - regard custom not as an
independent source but as an auxiliary tool for identifying intended usage and, in some
cases, determining the referents of Quranic verses. Nonetheless, the precise boundaries
of the validity of custom at the levels of “intended usage” and “serious intent” have rarely
been examined in a systematic manner. This study reassesses these boundaries using a
qualitative, document-based analysis. Drawing on Ayatollah Khamenei’s exegetical views,
it analyzes the position of custom alongside rational, linguistic, and narrational
considerations. The findings indicate that at the level of conceptual meaning and
indicative usage, general custom is the principal standard for determining meaning;
however, in interpreting supra-sensible concepts or those with specific Quranic technical
meanings, exclusive reliance on custom is not valid. By contrast, at the level of referents,
custom is authoritative in perceptible matters lacking a defined Sharia-based truth
(Hagiqah), whereas in unseen realities or terms with specialized technical meaning,
recourse must be made to the Qut’an, the Sunnah of the Infallibles, and reason.
Accordingly, Ayatollah Khamenei’s ijtthad-based approach treats custom as a contextual
indicator and interpretive tool rather than an independent source, grounding its role in
its alignment with the Lawgiver’s approval and the nature of the subject. This analysis
provides a principled framework for the methodological use of custom in Quranic
interpretation and forms a basis for comparative studies and the contextualization of
interpretive methods.
Methodology
The study employs qualitative content analysis with a seminary-based exegetical approach
that integrates principles of ijtihad and Islamic rationality.
Results and Discussion
The findings show that in the domain of conceptual meaning and intended usage, general
custom is the primary criterion for identifying meaning, whereas in interpreting supra-
sensible concepts or those with distinctive Quranic technical terminology, reliance on
custom alone is invalid. Conversely, at the level of referents, custom carries authority in
perceptible matters lacking a Sharia-based truth, while in unseen realities or conceptually
specialized terms, one must turn to Quranic exegesis by Quran, the Sunnah, and rational
argumentation. On this basis, Ayatollah Khamenei’s ijtihad-based approach regards
custom as a contextual indicator rather than an independent source, and its function
depends on its alignment with the Divine Lawgiver’s validation and the nature of the
subject. This yields a principled model for the methodical use of custom in Quranic
interpretation.
Conclusion
As a tool for understanding and interpretation, custom operates at two levels: the level
of intended usage of Quranic terms and the level of serious intent concerning the actual
referents of verses. According to exegetical approaches such as that of Ayatollah
Khamenei, custom is valid in determining intended usage across all lexical meanings. Its
role in identifying serious intent and referents divides into two domains: ontological (real)
concepts and normative (legal) concepts. Ontological concepts may be further divided
into perceptible concepts - where custom has a role - and supra-sensible concepts - where
it does not. Normative and legal concepts also fall into two categories: those with a



specific Quranic technical meaning (Sharia-based Hagiqah), in which custom plays no role,
and those without such a technical designation, where custom may serve as an

interpretive tool and contextual indicator.
Keywords: Custom, Quran, Ayatollah Khamenei, Ijtihad, interpretation



B Abstracts

Explaining Ayatollah Khamenei’s View on the Non-Nasibism of
Palestinian People

Mohammad Reza Shahroodi
Associate Professor, Department of Quranic and Hadith Sciences, University of Tebran, Tebran, Iran

Hossein Manahizadeh *
Ph.D. Candidate in Quranic and Hadith Sciences, University of Tebran, Tebran, Iran

DOI: 10.22034/rjfis.2025.524440.1168

Abstract

One of the strategies pursued by opponents of the Islamic Republic of Iran as part of
efforts to weaken the Axis of Resistance and undermine Muslim unity has been to accuse
the people of Palestine and Gaza of Nasibism and hostility toward the Ahlul Bayt (AS)
in order to alienate them from the sympathy and support of the Shia community. During
his visit to Iran’s Kurdistan Province on May 13, 2009, the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei firmly rejected this accusation against the
people of Gaza in his meeting with local scholars. This study, adopting a descriptive-
analytical approach, aims to examine the meaning, origins, and historical continuity of
the term “Nasib” and enlarge upon Ayatollah Khamenei’s position on the matter. The
findings demonstrate that the Palestinian people - particularly those in Gaza - are not
Nasibis; rather, they are widely recognized for their deep affection and reverence for the
Ahl al-Bayt. Numerous mosques and academic institutions in Palestine bear the names
of the Ahl al-Bayt, and references to their virtues and examples abound in the words of
Palestinian poets, religious figures, and resistance leaders.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Throughout Islamic history, one of the main tools used by the enemies of Islam to
weaken Muslim unity has been the deliberate spread of division through rumor and
religious slander. This strategy, which finds its roots in the era of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), aims to undermine the image and legitimacy of certain Muslim
groups by labeling them with disbelief or hypocrisy.
In the contemporary era, given the significance of the Palestinian issue in the Muslim
world, such divisive propaganda has increasingly targeted Palestine and its supporters.
The accusation that Palestinian Sunnis are Naszbis (enemies of the Ahlul Bayt) and that
Iranian Shias are Rafidis represents one of the clearest examples of this systematic effort,
promoted by Zionists and anti-Islamic resistance movements.
These misleading claims discourage Iranians from supporting Palestine and, conversely,
portray Palestinian fighters as agents of Iran, creating mistrust among Arabs and Sunnis
toward the resistance movement. Such rhetoric has even influenced some within the Shia
community, leading a few individuals to repeat the baseless claim that Palestinians are
Nasibis.
Given that the Leader of the Islamic Revolution has repeatedly emphasized the
importance of preserving Muslim unity in the face divisive schemes in engaging with the
Islamic world, and following the spread of the accusation that the people of Gaza were
Nasibis, Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei addressed this issue directly during his visit to the
Province of Kurdistan in a meeting with Shia and Sunni scholars on May 13, 2009. In
this meeting, while reaffirming the need for Islamic unity, he responded to the claim by
highlighting the enemies’ efforts to sow division among Muslims. His Eminence stated:
At the height of our support for Palestinians, we realized that some dangerous ideologies
were being propagated. Some individuals were trying to convince a number of luminaries
and revered scholars to withdraw their support for the Palestinian people; these
individuals had told them that the people of Gaza were Nasibi, which meant that the
people of Gaza were opposed to the members of the Prophet's (pbuh) household (Ahlul
Bayt). They managed to convince these scholars. Then the scholars sent me several letters
saying that the people of Gaza were Nasibi. I replied: "May God protect us. May God
curse the evil and abolished Satan. There are some Mosques in Gaza named after the
Commander of the Faithful (pbuh) and Imam Hussain (pbuh). How could these people
be Nasibi? They are Sunni, but not Nasibi." But, that was their type of speech and
behavior then. (Speech: 23/02/1388).
Prior to this, the Leader had indirectly referred to the issue in another speech in 1992,
mentioning American and Zionist propaganda against Palestinian fighters (Speech:
7/1/1371).
Likewise, Martyr Morteza Motahhari has described such accusations as attempts to
undermine the sympathy of Iranian Shias toward the Palestinian people. He wrote:
“They know that the people of Iran are Shia and that Shias love Imam Ali and believe
that whoever is his enemy is a disbeliever. To destroy this sense of sympathy, they
fabricate such claims.” (Motahhari, 1402: 4/32).
Accordingly, revisiting and analyzing the concept of Nasibz, its historical and
jurisprudential origins, and the reasons for its use in the contemporary context—
especially regarding Palestine—is both a scholarly and strategic necessity.
2. Methodology
This paper is a theoretical and qualitative study conducted through content and discourse
analysis. Its aim is to extract and explain the viewpoint of the Leader of the Islamic



Revolution regarding the non-Nasibism of the Palestinian people, based on his speeches,
official positions, and written statements.

2.1. Type of Research

The study is descriptive—analytical in purpose and qualitative—theoretical in nature. It
seeks to interpret the conceptual and substantive dimensions of the Leader’s views within
their intellectual and theological context.

2.2. Data Collection

Data were collected through documentary and library research. The main sources include:

e  The collected speeches, sermons, and statements of the Supreme Leader
(published on Khamenei.ir);
e  Books and academic articles related to Palestine and the phenomenon of
Nasib;
e Quranic, Hadith, and theological sources discussing the concept and criteria
of Nasib.
2.3. Research Tools
The research tools consisted of indexing method and reference management software
used for coding and categorizing data.
2.4. Data Analysis
Data were analyzed using directed qualitative content analysis. Relevant elements and
statements concerning Nasibism and Palestine were extracted from the Leader’s speeches
and then interpreted within theological—political frameworks. Comparative analysis was
also used to examine his views alongside historical and jurisprudential criteria of Nasib.
3. Findings and Discussion
An analysis of theological and historical sources from both Sunni and Shia traditions
shows that the Palestinian people, particularly those in Gaza, cannot be considered
Nasibi. In Sunni school of thought, Nasibi refers to those who regard enmity toward
Imam Ali (AS) as part of their religious devotion, whereas historical and religious
evidence demonstrates that such an attitude does not exist among Palestinians.
Likewise, a review of Shia scholarship shows that although scholars differ slightly in
identifying specific cases, they agree that explicit hostility toward the Ahlul Bayt (AS) is
the defining condition of Nasibism. Such hostility is not seen in the behavior of the
Palestinian people or in existing textual evidence.
Moteovet, sectarian and historical studies indicate that none of the classical historical or
heresiographical sources identify Palestine as the origin or center of Nasibi movements,
whether Takfiri or non-Takfiri. This conclusion is further supported by the prevalence of
the Shafi’i school in Palestine, which holds deep respect for the Ahlul Bayt (AS).
Field observations also confirm growing affection for the Ahlul Bayt (AS) and even a
modest rise in Shia adherence among Palestinians, with reports indicating the presence
of at least ten thousand native Shias. In Palestinian religious and resistance literature,
references to Imam Hussain (AS) and the event of Karbala are frequent; many speeches,
statements, and poems portray Karbala as a model of resistance against oppression.
Furthermore, the naming of mosques, schools, and religious institutions after Imam Ali
(AS), Lady Fatima (SA), and Imam Hussain (AS) reflects the honored position of the Ahl
al-Bayt in Palestinian religious culture.
Altogether, these findings show cleatly that the Palestinian people not only do not belong
to the Nasibism but also express deep affection and attachment to the Prophet’s
Household (AS). These results confirm and support the Supreme Leadet’s view that the
Palestinian people are not Nasibis.



4. Conclusion

1. According to Sunni definitions, Nasibis are those who regard hostility toward
Imam Ali (AS) as a form of religious devotion.

2. Shia scholars agree on the definition of a Nasibi as one who harbors and
expresses enmity toward the Ahlul Bayt (AS), though they differ slightly in
identifying its instances. Only a very small and rare group can be considered
Nasibi, and this classification does not apply to Sunnis in general.

3. Based on the views of both Sunni and Shia scholars, who classify Nasibi into
Takfiri and non-Takfiri groups, the people of Palestine and Gaza belong to
neither category.

4. No historian, heresiographer, or scholar from either tradition has identified
Palestine as a region associated with Nasibi groups, whether Takfiri or non-
Takfiri, from the origin to the spread of the phenomenon.

5. Most Palestinians follow the Shafi‘i school, and in recent years, interest in
Shi‘ism has grown rapidly among them, with at least ten thousand native
Shi‘as currently present.

6. Many Palestinian poets, religious figures, and resistance fighters compare their
struggle against Israel to the tragedy of Karbala and regard Imam Hussain
(AS), the Master of Martyrs, as their model. Numerous mosques and academic
centers in Palestine bear the names of the Ahlul Bayt (AS), demonstrating
their love for them.

7.  The wise Leader of the Islamic Revolution, as a jurist and insightful statesman
aware of global developments and enemy schemes, responded at the right
time and place—before Sunni scholars—to the claim of Palestinian Nasibism,
thereby safeguarding Muslim unity and continued support for Palestine.
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Abstract

In today’s world, the purification of human societies of multiplicity has become a major
concern among scholars, prompting extensive efforts to identify effective strategies for
achieving societal unity. As a strategic concept in Islamic discourse, unity is regarded as
one of the central themes of Islamic political thought. This study employs the content
analysis method, using MAXQDA software and drawing on the statements of the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, to explain and conceptualize this notion. The main research
question examines how societal unity is depicted in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thoughts and
how it can serve as a paradigm for organizing social relations. The findings show that
realizing a model of societal unity in an Islamic society requires attention to multiple
components. The Leader describes unity as a strategic issue and consistently urges
scholars, political elites, and the Iranian people to uphold unity based on the teachings
of the Holy Quran and love for the Prophet of Islam. Islamic unity plays a significant
role in strengthening the cohesion and solidarity of the Muslim Ummah (community)
and in resisting hegemonic powers. The results further indicate that the codes derived
from analyzing the Leader’s statements can be classified into two categories: theoretical
frameworks of unity and operational mechanisms of unity.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
Introduction
In today’s era, the purification of human societies of multiplicity has drawn considerable
scholarly attention, prompting extensive efforts to develop effective strategies for
achieving societal unity. In Islamic teachings, societal unity is regarded as one of the most
vital ideals. The Holy Qut’an repeatedly emphasizes the cohesion of Muslims as a single
Ummah. Numerous Islamic rituals - such as Hajj, congregational prayer, jihad, and Zakat
(almsgiving) - serve as prominent symbols of unity, while divisiveness is strongly
condemned. As a religion with a collective ethos, Islam encourages its followers to pursue
cohesion and solidarity. Given present-day challenges, renewed attention to this Quranic
principle is more essential than ever. Societal unity is viewed as the only viable path to
preserving Islamic identity and advancing the Muslim world in multiple domains.
As a leading advocate of Islamic unity, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei has played a significant role in strengthening the cohesion of the Muslim
Ummah. His Eminence considers unity not a tactical concern but a strategic imperative,
consistently urging scholars, intellectuals, political leaders, and all members of the Islamic
community to unite under Quranic guidance. Within His discourse, unity emerges as a
strategic keyword and a central theme. This study secks to elaborate on this concept
based on his speeches and authoritative scholarly sources. Its central question is: What is
the position of societal unity in Ayatollalh Khamenei's thoughts, and how can it serve as a paradigm for
organizing social relations? To address this question, a content analysis of his speeches was
conducted.
Methodology
This research employs content analysis to examine Ayatollah Khamenei’s speeches.
Relevant data were collected through thematic searches of his addresses related to unity.
The data were analyzed using MAXQDA software, based on a coding system with three
levels: basic themes, organizing themes, and global themes. Basic themes consist of key
codes and points derived directly from the text; organizing themes emerge from
synthesizing and grouping these basic themes; and global themes represent overarching
concepts that reflect the governing principles of the texts as a whole. Depending on the
complexity of the data and analytical goals, multiple global themes may emerge, though
always fewer in number than basic and organizing themes. Each global theme forms the
core of a thematic network, and a single analysis may generate more than one network.
Opverall, the thematic network method provides a coherent and practical approach for
qualitative analysis, enabling a rich and nuanced interpretation of the text through its
foundational patterns and structures.
Results and Discussion
Within Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual framework, societal unity is understood not
merely as a religious or ideological requirement but as a comprehensive socio-political
strategy for building an ideal Islamic society and reviving Islamic civilization. Content
analysis of his speeches indicates that unity, in his view, is not a superficial or temporary
measure but a fundamental and ongoing strategy rooted in the Quran, the Prophet’s
tradition, the experience of the Islamic Revolution, and the practices of the Infallible
Imams.
Societal unity involves cooperation and convergence around shared values while
preserving natural and jurisprudential differences. In the Qur’an, unity is portrayed as a
divine principle and the foundation of Ummal cohesion, supported by concepts such as
Habl Allah (The Divine Rope), a single community, Szrat al-Mustagim (the straight path),
and faith-based brotherhood. According to Ayatollah Khamenei, unity exists in degrees,



ranging from peaceful coexistence to the highest level—unity of hearts and unity of
purpose. His articulation of unity is intertwined with Tawhid (monotheism), 1 elayat, and
nation-building, and is realized through public awareness, wise leadership, elite empathy,
and institutional support.
The Leader emphasizes that unity is not solely a state-sponsored or elite-initiated project
but a collective endeavor in which ordinary people play a central role. By focusing on
common religious, moral, and national values, citizens can transcend sectarian divides
and cultivate mutual understanding and synergy. Ayatollah Khamenei highlights the
crucial role of religious, academic, cultural, and media elites in promoting unity, calling
on them to avoid divisiveness, assume responsibility, offer fair critique, and foster a
rational discourse environment.
He considers religious rituals - such as Hajj, Quds Day, Ramadan, and the culture of
martyrdom - as tangible manifestations of Islamic unity that possess great potential for
nurturing brotherhood among Muslims. These rituals, in his view, are not merely
individual acts of worship but occasions to strengthen collective will, demonstrate the
power of the Ummab, and build shared identity.
At the same time, several obstacles hinder societal unity, including misconceptions about
unity, sectarian prejudice, ethnonationalism, politicization, social injustice, and foreign
interference. Global hegemonic powers and Takfiri movements, as external enemies of
unity, exploit media, financial, and political instruments to deepen divisions within the
Muslim world. In response, Ayatollah Khamenei proposes strategies such as promoting
a culture of dialogue, reforming the educational system, enhancing interfaith cooperation,
equitable resource distribution, attention to marginalized regions, supporting grassroots
organizations, and combating discrimination and corruption.
In his discourse, the benefits of unity extend far beyond internal cohesion; unity enhances
political stability, national security, economic development, mental well-being, national
identity, and international standing. He has consistently stated that unity was the key to
the Islamic Revolution’s victory, the secret of the Islamic Republic’s endurance, and the
precondition for its continued success. Based on the study’s findings, unity in his thought
represents unity of direction, path, and purpose - requiring active public participation,
elite collaboration, and institutional coordination. Such unity can only be achieved
through collective action, focus on commonalities, and avoidance of division. Overall,
his discourse presents unity not merely as a timely necessity but as a historical duty to
reconstruct the Muslim Ummalh and resist divisive agendas. Realizing such unity paves the
way for restoring Islamic dignity and building a new Islamic civilization.
Conclusion
A close examination of Ayatollah Khamenei’s thoughts and views on societal unity
reveals a coherent, profound, and multilayered perspective on this fundamental Islamic
concept. In his view, unity is not simply a theoretical ideal or ethical recommendation
but a strategic solution to the crises of the Muslim world—a guarantee of national
security, a foundation for social progtess, and a key to building a new Islamic civilization.
His vision rests on three main pillars:
1. The theological and conceptual linkage of unity with Tawhid, 1 elayat, and
nation-building;
2. The imperative to avoid divisiveness in religious, political, and social domains,
which he identifies as a major cause of Muslim decline;
3. The conscious engagement of the masses, elites, institutions, and intellectual
and religious leaders in cultivating a culture of cohesion and solidarity.



Ayatollah Khamenei views unity not as a political tactic but as a strategic principle;
neglecting it leads to enemy infiltration, the weakening of Umzmab identity, and historical
regression. In this framework, religious, ethnic, and ideological diversity is not an obstacle
to unity but, if wisely managed, a source of social enrichment. Understanding the enemy,
reinforcing shared identity, producing rapprochement discourse, promoting justice, and
fostering synergy among religious and academic institutions are among the key
mechanisms he proposes for strengthening unity.

His speeches demonstrate that achieving societal unity is a collective project requiring
the active participation of all societal sectors - from officials and ordinary citizens to
scholars and cultural elites. Only through such a unified vision can the Muslim Uwmzzah
be rebuilt, imperialist agendas countered, and justice and dignity established across the
Islamic world. Through content analysis of his speeches, this study presents a
comprehensive model for strengthening societal unity in contemporary Islamic society -
a model that may serve as a strategic roadmap for cultural, educational, religious, and
societal policymaking in the Islamic Republic of Iran and the wider Muslim world.
Keywords: Societal unity, Ayatollah Khamenei, Islam, multiplicity, Ummah
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