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Abstract

Since the victory of the Islamic Revolution in 1979, human rights accusations against the
Islamic Republic of Iran have been one of the most high-frequent claims from a single
front in the west. The accusations against Iran are usually highlighted and magnified via
attacking the country’s principles, norms (laws), and performance politically, legally,
culturally and through media. Issuing resolutions at international events, imposing
sanctions, appointing special rapporteurs and fact-finding missions, hailing political
opposition figures in the name of human rights advocates, producing films and
publishing books are among anti-Iranian acts seeking to give a dark image of Iran in the
world. This paper, in efforts to find and outline a proper human rights strategy and
policy for Iran to counter international assaults, has looked into Ayatollah Khamenei’s
remarks and compiled the following findings: 1) The level of the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s confrontation with so-called advocates of human rights in the west is in the
framework of the West’s confrontation with Iran which means civilizational
confrontation; 2) Iran need to adopt the three approaches of “Offensive, Tabeen
(clarification), and Compliance with Requirements of Global Mechanisms” at three level
of “world public opinion (cyberspace), domestic currents, and legal and international
communities” in the formats of "criticizing the foundations of the Western version of
human rights and Western philosophy and culture, exposing Western deception and
human rights violations by Western countries, satirizing the dual approach of human
rights organizations under Western domination, theorizing and explaining the rational
foundations of Islamic human rights, forming a united front of states and nations against
America and the Zionists, arguing with the West about the level of respect for human
rights and examining the judicial pursuit of the crimes of the hegemonic system. This
way the Islamic Republic of Iran can move to challenge Western human rights and their
advocates and present the advantages of Islamic human rights to public and elite opinion.
Keywords: Western Human Rights, Islamic Human Rights, Human Rights, Civilizational
Confrontation, Iran, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Since the victory of the Islamic Revolution in 1979, human rights accusations against the
Islamic Republic of Iran have been one of the most high-frequent claims from a single
front in the west. The accusations against Iran are usually highlighted and magnified via
attacking the country’s principles, norms (laws), and performance politically, legally,
culturally and via media. Issuing resolutions at international events, imposing sanctions,
determining special rapporteurs and fact-finding missions, hailing political opposition
figures in the name of human rights advocates, producing films and publishing books are
among anti-Iranian acts seeking to give a dark image of Iran in the world. This paper
aims to find and outline a proper human rights strategy and policy for Iran to confront
international assaults based on Ayatollah Khamenei’s remarks. Given to the fact that not
much has been done in the area of introducing a human rights strategy for the Islamic
government, this research’s innovation lies in the fact that it is a critical study and also
focuses on the thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei regarding human rights. Also, since
human rights confrontation with the western civilization is intrinsic to the Islamic
Revolution and still is among the Iran’s foreign policy priorities, the findings of this paper
can be of practical use and incorporated into strategic and general policies documents
developed by of the country’s human rights institutions such as High Council for Human
Rights and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
2. Methodology
This study is conducted using a descriptive-analytical methodology with focus on
Ayatollah Khamenei’s remarks. The research data is collected through qualitative content
analysis of Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements in the field of human rights. Library
resources, including books, scholarly articles, and authoritative documents, are also used.
The data analysis method is based on extracting key components of the status of human
rights in Islam and the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran (the human rights
policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran) and presenting operational strategies and solutions
within the framework of Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual system in this area.
3. Results and Discussion
The following findings can be drawn up: 1) The level of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
confrontation with so-called advocates of human rights in the west is in the framework
of the West’s confrontation with Iran which means civilizational confrontation; 2) Iran
need to adopt the three approaches of “Offensive, Tabeen (clarification), and
Compliance with Requirements of Global Mechanisms” at three level of “world public
opinion (cyberspace), domestic currents, and legal and international communities" The
solutions offered by Ayatollah Khamenei can be categorized into negative and positive
ones. The negative category include criticizing the foundations of Western human rights
(rights of oppressors, human rights disconnected from God, a tool for fooling humanity,
with an instrumental view of women and leading to betrayal of women and families),
exposing the deception and instrumental use of human rights by the West (the heart of
concepts, false propaganda, abuse of the Security Council, exposing human rights
violations by Western countries (committing the most human rights violations against
nations, relying on coups and terror, supporting the Zionist regime, hostility to the
environment, violating people's rights in the West), satirizing the dual approach of human
rights organizations under Western domination; and the positive category includes the
need for: theorizing and explaining the rational foundations of Islamic human rights
(theoretical level), mobilizing and forming a united front against the US and the Zionists,



and arguing with the West about the extent of human rights observance, and judicial
prosecution of the crimes of the hegemonic system (practical level).

4. Conclusion

This paper, with the aim of finding the desired human rights strategy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to counter the Western human rights onslaught, drew the following
conclusion by examining the statements and remarks of Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei: The level of confrontation between the Islamic Republic
of Iran and Western human rights is strategic, not tactical, and is within the framework
of a deep and fundamental confrontation between the West and Islam, that is, a
civilizational confrontation (clash of civilizations). Therefore, while adopting an active
approach (believing in the supetiority of Islamic human rights), one should avoid
adopting Western human rights concepts that share common language but differ in
meaning; at the same time, the door to dialogue, understanding, and debate regarding
common examples is open. Secondly, the Islamic Republic of Iran must act in three areas:
"fundamentals, norms, and behaviors," with three approaches: "offensive, Tabeen
(explanatory, clarification), and compliance with the requirements of global mechanisms"
at three levels: "global public opinion (cyberspace), domestic currents, and legal and
international forums." And in the formats of: "Criticism of the foundations of Western
human rights and Western philosophy and culture, theorizing and explaining the rational
foundations behind Islamic human rights, exposing the deception of the West and human
rights violations by Western countries, satirizing the dual approach of human rights
communities dominated by the West; arguing with the West about the extent of human
rights observance, judicial prosecution of the crimes of the hegemonic system, mobilizing
and forming a united front of states and nations against the US and the Zionists,
challenging Western human rights and their proponents, and bringing to the fore the
advantages of Islamic human rights.
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Abstract

In the age of legal and social developments, the institution of family — as a basic unit in
the society and also the cornerstone of civilization and culture — is grappling with
fundamental challenges in the field of governance. The aim of this paper is to analyze
and revisit the structure and rationale behind family governance in the legal systems of
Iran and the west, looking into conceptual, institutional, and value-based differences in
the thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei. Employing an analytical-descriptive methodology,
this research studies key related propositions in the remarks of Ayatollah Khamenei and
secks to clarify fundamental differences in family governance and critique western
policies and develop a framework for Islamic policy-making in the sphere of family. In
the western legal system, family governance is mainly based upon liberal principles, legal
individuality, and State’s minimal intervention and has led to the formation of the three
government systems of liberal, social and neo-liberal. This is while, in Iran’s Islamic legal
system, particularly in the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei, family is tantamount to a
civilization-building institution which is regarded as the epicenter of social growth and
citizens’ identity. This focal point of the society is established on justice, affection, self-
sacrifice, and dedication. These fundamental differences pave the way for two conflicting
approaches in family policy-making, role of the State, the definition of law and family
members’ responsibilities. The findings show that the thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei
are not only capable of criticizing western models theoretically, but also be turned into a
practical basis for developing an indigenous family governance model in Iran.
Keywords: Family Governance, Iran, West, Family, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
The institution of family, as the most fundamental social unit, has always played a pivotal
role in the formation of cultural, ethical and legal structures of societies. Throughout
history, family has not only been the dwelling place of birth and new generations, but
also a place for transferring values, identities, and social order. However, extensive
developments have taken place in the past decades in the definition, function, and status
of family in legal and public policy systems, which make its conceptual and institutional
review, essential. Family, in the western societies, has undergone fundamental changes;
individuality, legal secularism and policy neo-liberalism have turned family — a cultural
and ethical institution — into a private, contractual and market-dependent product. In
opposite, the Islamic Republic of Iran, relying on Islamic civilizational, ethical and Fighi
principles, has endeavored to develop and execute a different model of family
governance; a model which sees family not a private institution but an epicenter for
educating mankind, producing social capitals and preserving cultural identity. Ayatollah
Khamenei’s remarks on family are beyond mere cultural and moral advice and contain
fundamental propositions with regard to role of the State, legal structure, the identity of
men and women and the relation of family with the Islamic Civilization. This thought
critiques west’s theoretical principles and seeks to introduce an Islamic-Iranian model of
family governance consistent with jurisprudential tenets and Islamic ethics. This model
also meets both social and legal needs of the contemporary era. Thus, a comparative
analysis of the institution of family in Iran and the west with focus on thoughts of
Ayatollah Khamenei can help prepare the ground for family policy-making and promote
the Islamic discourse at the international level.
2. Methodology
Using a descriptive-analytical method, this article studies key points in Ayatollah
Khamenei’s remarks to explain fundamental differences in family governance, criticize
Western policies, and provide a framework for Islamic policymaking in the family sphere.
3. Results and Discussion
In the Western legal system, family governance is mainly based on liberal principles, legal
individualism, and minimal State intervention, leading to the formation of three systems
of governance: liberal, social, and neoliberal. While in the Islamic system of Iran,
especially in thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei, the family is considered a civilization-
building institution, the axis of social education, and the axis of male and female identity;
A center based on justice, combined with affection, sacrifice, forgiveness, and dedication.
These fundamental differences provide the basis for two conflicting approaches to family
policymaking, the role of the government, and the definition of the rights and
responsibilities of family members. The research findings show that Ayatollah
Khamenei’s thought not only has the theoretical capacity necessary to criticize Western
models, but can also serve as the basis for designing a native model of family governance
in Iran.
4. Conclusion
The family legal system in the Islamic Republic of Iran requires a fundamental
reconsideration of its legislative, judicial, and executive structures in order to maintain
Islamic legitimacy and respond to contemporary social developments. This rethinking
should be based on three complementary principles: justice as the backbone of the
Islamic system, human dignity as the basis of the legitimacy of governance, and
institutional efficiency as an indicator of public trust. Only if these principles atre realized
simultaneously can we move towards a legal system that is not only aligned with Islamic



values, but also has the ability to respond to the human and social complexities of the
present era. In this regard, the desired rethinking should not be limited solely to the level
of legislation and procedural rules, but should be accompanied by a change in the
institutional approach to the concept of family and its place in the structure of Islamic
governance. In Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought, the family is not a private institution but
a civilization-building pillar and a platform for realizing social and moral justice.
Therefore, any policymaking in this area must be accompanied by a deep understanding
of the multi-layered role of the family in the social structure and go beyond the formal
and ritual level. The human and social complexities of the present era, including changes
in family life patterns, an increase in divorce-related lawsuits, and diversity in support
needs, show that the family legal system cannot respond to issues with static and formal
approaches. Rather, it must utilize the fundamental principles of Ayatollah Khamenei’s
thought to move toward developing mechanisms that both ensure justice at the
substantive level and preserve human dignity throughout all stages of the proceedings.
In this framework, justice is not only a legal concept but also a strategic principle in
Islamic governance. Justice in the family sphere must be substantive, restorative, and
conducive to the elimination of oppression. Delivering justice in family disputes requires
understanding human situations, paying attention to the specific circumstances of
individuals, and designing mechanisms to support those affected. The principle of
dignity; Dignity in Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual system is the basis for legitimizing
governance structures. Disregard for the human dignity of individuals, especially in
situations of hardship, divorce, custody, or financial disputes, will undermine the social
and moral legitimacy of the system. Maintaining dignity in judicial processes is not a moral
recommendation but a structural requirement. Institutional efficiency: Ayatollah
Khamenei has always emphasized the need for efficiency in governance structures. It
could be said that in the family sphere, this principle means institutional coherence,
elimination of Fighi conflicts, transparency of procedures, and effective response to
social needs. Therefore, rethinking the family legal system is not a choice but a
civilizational necessity. This rethinking must be carried out based on the three principles
of justice, human dignity, and institutional efficiency in a way that, while preserving
Islamic values, also has the ability to respond to the human and social complexities of
the present era. Only in this case can the family legal system be considered one of the
pillars of realizing Islamic governance. A system that not only protects the rights of
individuals, but also guarantees social cohesion and the continuation of religious and
moral legitimacy in the governance structure.
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Abstract

This paper analyzes the concept of the ethics of enmity in international relations and its
impact on the ongoing confrontation between the Islamic civilization and the western
civilization from the perspective of Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei. With respect to
ongoing conflicts and tensions around the world, confrontation with enemies is
inevitable. Since the enmity and hostility of enemies have their roots in their hegemonic
and despotic approaches, expressing enmity is not only legitimate but ethical. Thus,
following the ethics in facing the enemy is both a religious obligation and a base for
civilizational interaction between Islam and the west. Studying the ethical principles
emphasized by Ayatollah Khamenei with respect to enmity, this paper also evaluates the
role of such ethics in preserving the identity and authority of the Islamic civilization. Key
issues such as learning about the type and density of enmity, separating hostility from
opposition, distinguishing the concept of enemy from enmity, exercising justice in
enmity, respecting the rights of the enemy, avoiding unethical methods in diminishing
the reasons of enmity are among the major moral subjects of the paper. Such approaches
- particularly in the context of civilizational confrontation — maintain the validity and
magnetism of the Islamic Civilization at the international level and are signs of
authenticity, evolution and primacy of this civilization. Employing a library-based and
document-based methodology, this paper uses qualitative content analysis to extract and
analyze cthical concepts from the speeches of Ayatollah Khamenei. The Islamic
civilization, relying on ethical values in the face of enmity, is able to help uphold human
dignity and promote peace and peaceful co-existence; but the western civilization — with
reliance on an amalgamation of modernity, liberalism, secularism, pragmatism and
humanism — has based relations with others on imposed political paradigms and
belligerent approaches and cultural equalization.

Keywords: Ethics, Enmity, Western Civilization, Islamic Civilization, Ayatollah
Khamenei.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Addressing the issue of ethics in the face enemies is not only a religious and humanitarian
principle, but also a smart strategy for upholding dignity, justice and social sustainability.
Engaging in a war with the enemy should not let societies put into oblivion the ethical
principles and morality; however, discussing the essentials of the ethics of enmity have
been less addressed by intellectuals, and the works penned in this field have failed to
address its civilizational confrontation. This paper analyzes the ethics of enmity in
international relations and its role in the ongoing civilizational confrontation between the
Islamic civilization and the west in the remarks of Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei. In the
first section, the research looks into the legitimacy of the enmity per se, asking this
question: Is enmity justifiable at the international arena from the perspective of ethics?
In the second part, it secks to address this inquiry that if enmity is justifiable, then how
it should be. With respect to ongoing conflicts and tensions around the world,
confrontation with enemies is seemingly inevitable, and since enmity and hostility majorly
find their roots in enemies’ hegemony and despotism, expressing enmity is not only
legitimate but also ethical. In the meantime, following ethical principles in the face of
enemies is both a religious obligation and base for civilizational interaction between Islam
and the west. Studying the ethical principles emphasized by Ay atollah Khamenei with
respect to enmity, this paper also evaluates the role of such ethics in preserving the
identity and authority of the Islamic civilization.
2. Methodology
Employing a library-based and document-based methodology, this paper uses qualitative
content analysis to extract and analyze ethical concepts from the speeches of Ayatollah
Khamenei. The Islamic civilization, relying on ethical values in the face of enmity, is able
to help uphold human dignity and promote peace and peaceful co-existence; but the
western civilization — with reliance on an amalgamation of modernity, liberalism,
secularism, pragmatism and humanism — has based relations with others on imposed
political paradigms and belligerent approaches and cultural equalization.
3. Results and Discussion
Ayatollah Khamenei, holding a strategic and ethical view on how to confront external
and international enemies, has outlined a number of principles which are beyond politics
and can be used as a behavioral model in facing threats and contradictions. Looking into
the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei, this can be drawn up that these ethical principles
not only distinguish the Islamic civilization from the western civilization, but also play a
key role in the survival and primacy of the Islamic civilization. The ethical essentials with
respect to enemies in international relations from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei
include knowing about the type and density of hostility, justice in enmity (not initiating
war or violence, not forbidding the enemy from basic humanitarian needs, minimizing
the enemy’s casualties), diminishing the reasons and roots of enmity, preservation and
reinforcement of authority, embracing peace treaties, removing hostilities and remaining
committed to peace.
4. Conclusion
The Islamic Civilization, relying on ethics in the face of international and external
enemies, prepare the ground for its primacy in the cultural, social and political areas, and
can guarantee human dignity and make peace and peaceful co-existence. But as we can
see the streaks of the ethics of war in Christianity and among certain western
philosophers, today’s western civilization — disregard of its history and reliance on



modernity, liberalism, secularism, and pragmatism - has based relations with others on
imposed political paradigms and belligerent approaches and cultural equalization.
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Abstract

The concept of double standard policies and differential treatment in the realm of human
rights is presented as one of the most prominent structural features and behavioral
characteristics of the United States of America in the international arena. This research,
employing an exploratory-comparative methodology and relying on the theoretical
framework of Ayatollah Khamenei, examines instances of this duality in the domain of
human rights. It analyzes how the US justifies its pursuit of geopolitical interests under
the guise of advocating for human rights. The findings indicate that the selective criteria
employed by the US in matters such as unconditional support for allies, particularly the
Israeli regime, the selective definition of terrorism, the killing of civilians, gross human
rights violations within US detention facilities, and racial discrimination are shaped not
by legal principles but rather by geopolitical interests and a drive for dominance. The
influence of the United States on international institutions has undermined their
effectiveness in achieving justice. Concurrently, the US media empire is utilized as a tool
to sanitize this dual conduct and misdirect public opinion. This study, by presenting
empirical evidence, argues that the “American version of human rights” is an inherently
contradictory and discredited concept, effectively serving as an instrument for
legitimizing unilateral policies and ensuring US hegemony.

Keywords: Human Rights, the US, Double Standards, International System, Ayatollah
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
Introduction
The contradiction between international human rights obligations and the actual
practices of states constitutes one of the fundamental challenges confronting
contemporary international law. Although the aftermath of World War 1I and the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 engendered expectations
that a comprehensive and unified normative framework would be established to protect
human dignity, the experience of the past seven decades has demonstrated that
hegemonic powers, particularly the US, have systematically exploited the gap between
formal norm-setting and substantive non-compliance. This phenomenon, widely
recognized in legal scholarship as "double standards," represents a situation in which
human rights criteria are applied not in accordance with universal principles, but rather
as instruments subordinate to national interests and geopolitical objectives.
In this respect, the intellectual and theoretical framework of Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei offers a systematic and critical examination of this double standard on the part
of the United States. Building upon historical and contemporary evidence, the Leader
argues that within the architecture of American foreign policy, human rights function not
as a sincere moral and legal commitment, but as a selective instrument through which to
exert pressure upon independent states and to justify unilateral interventions. The present
study, drawing upon his theoretical framework and relying upon authoritative scientific
and international documentation, endeavors to elucidate the fundamental contradictions
between the ostensible discourse of the "The Advocate of Human Rights" and the actual
conduct of "The Systematic Violator of Human Rights" exhibited by the United States.
On this basis, the central research question of this study asks: How does the behavioral
duality of the United States in the sphere of human rights stand as subject to critique
from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual framework, and what concrete
instances substantiate this contradiction within the international domain?
Methodology
The present study is grounded in an exploratory-descriptive methodology and employs a
comparative approach. Data collection was conducted through systematic consultation
of library-based and documentary sources, including the statements and published works
of Ayatollah Khamenei, documents and reports issued by international institutions, and
various scholarly materials and scientific documentation.
Results and Discussion
The findings of this research, grounded in the intellectual and theoretical framework of
Ayatollah Khamenei and substantiated through concrete evidence and legal and political
documentation, demonstrate that the "American version of human rights" constitutes
not merely a collection of sporadic violations or deviations, but an integral component
of the dominance-oriented logic that undergirds the contemporary international order.
Within this framework, human rights in American discourse have been reduced from the
status of a universal ethical and legal obligation to an instrument of foreign policy
justification and a mechanism through which to constrain and exert pressure upon
independent states.
At the discursive level, concurrent examination of the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei
alongside documented texts, reports, and concrete instances reveals that the United
States, through its official claims, emphasizing "global leadership in the defense of human
rights," has endeavored to establish itself as the moral arbiter of the international
community. Nevertheless, the manner in which this state has addressed egregious human
rights violations perpetrated by its allies, particularly the Zionist regime, when contrasted



with the intensity of its criticism and coercive measures directed against states such as
Iran and other independent nations, demonstrates the application of openly double
standards and the subordination of purported human rights principles to political and
security considerations. From Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective, this double standard
reveals that "human rights," in the American understanding, lacks normative stability and
remains subject to the friend-enemy distinction inherent in the logic of power.

At the structural level, the research demonstrates that the United States employs the
institutional capacities available within the United Nations and other international
mechanisms not to strengthen impartiality and justice, but to consolidate its hegemonic
position and protect its allies. The repeated exercise of veto power within the Security
Council to neutralize resolutions critical of the Israeli regime, the exertion of political and
economic pressure upon international bodies and officials pursuing investigations into
human rights violations, and threats directed against the independence of international
judicial institutions, including the International Criminal Court (ICC), constitute
documented instances analyzed within the present study. This model, in Ayatollah
Khamenei’s intellectual framework, exemplifies a structural engineering of the
international system designed to ensure the practical impunity of hegemonic powers
against any effective mechanism of legal accountability.

At the operational level, data compiled from scholatly reports, judicial pronouncements,
media documentation, and the records of human rights organizations present a coherent
portrait of widespread and recurring human rights violations perpetrated by the United
States. The killing of civilians, particularly in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, and Yemen,
demonstrates serious violations of fundamental principles of international humanitarian
law, including those of distinction and proportionality, and reveals the absence of any
effective system of accountability and remediation. Simultaneously, the behavioral
pattern governing detention facilities such as Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib,
encompassing torture, inhumane treatment, prolonged detention without trial, and
deprivation of fundamental human necessities, discloses the continuation of a structural
practice in the violation of the fundamental rights of detainees.

Within the domestic sphere, analysis of statistical data and scientific research
demonstrates that structural racial discrimination within the United States, particularly
against African Americans and other racial minorities, has become institutionalized
across law enforcement, judicial, criminal justice, and economic domains. Stark disparities
in arrest rates, conviction rates, severity of sentencing, and exposure to police violence,
together with the historical legacy of slavery and racial segregation, substantiate that the
claims of equality and justice advanced in American official discourse stand in serious
contradiction with the objective realities of American society.

Conclusion

The findings of this reseatch demonstrate that the "human rights veil" in the American
foreign policy constitutes, in fact, a discursive, structural, and operational mechanism
through which to obscure the hegemonic and unilateral character of this state within the
international system. Within the intellectual framework of Ayatollah Khamenei, the
duality of standards, the selectivity in identifying instances of human rights violations,
and the instrumental deployment of international institutions are understood not as
exceptions, but as inherent characteristics of "the American version of human rights." In
other words, human rights, in this interpretation, do not constitute an intrinsic and
universal value, but rather a "political solution" through which to legitimize unilateral
sanctions, transnational interventions, politically orient juridical structures, and shape
global public opinion.



On this basis, the present study argues that the "American version of human rights,"
from a theoretical perspective, represents a contradictory and normatively incoherent
concept, and from a practical perspective, constitutes an instrument through which to
perpetuate hegemony and structural inequality within the international system. This
conclusion aligns with the analysis of Ayatollah Khamenei, which characterizes the
repeated invocation of human rights by the United States as a "political weapon" and a
"means of pressure” against independent states, rather than as a sincere commitment to
human dignity.
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Abstract

This study examines the dual approach adopted by Iran’s constitutionalist clerics in their
encounter with the West. Focusing on the dialectic of adaptation and resistance in the
thought of constitutionalist clerics, the article demonstrates how they simultaneously
employed modern Western concepts to combat domestic despotism while, at the same
time, drawing clear boundaries against Western colonialism and cultural onslaught. Using
critical discourse analysis and the study of historical documents, this research analyzes
the clerics’ dual approach along two principal axes: first, “selective adaptation,” which
includes the reinterpretation of modern political concepts within the framework of
Islamic thought and the use of modern institutions to realize religious objectives; and
second, “the preservation of identity and independence,” which encompasses resistance
to colonialism, the principle of Nafy-e Sabil (negation of domination), the pursuit of
independence, the preservation of Islamic—Iranian authenticity, and warnings against
Western cultural influence. The findings indicate that constitutionalist clerics sought to
present an indigenous model of progress and governance that, while benefiting from
modern achievements, would preserve the religious identity and cultural-political
independence of society. This study contributes to a deeper understanding of the tensions
present in Iran’s contemporary encounter with the West and their historical roots.
Keywords: Constitutionalism, Clerics, Colonialism, Adaptation, Resistance, Iran.
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Extended Abstrtact Introduction
1. Introduction

The Iranian Constitutional Revolution was one of the most decisive events in Iran’s
modern history and marked a turning point in Iranian society’s encounter with modernity
and the West. This period, which signaled the beginning of the introduction of modernity
into Iran, provoked diverse reactions among different social groups and placed profound
debates on identity, independence, and the country’s path of progress on the national
agenda.

The intellectual currents active during the Constitutional period can be divided into four
groups: the first group consisted of radical secularists such as Akhundzadeh, who called
for the full implementation of the Western model and the removal of religion from the
public sphere; the second group included moderate intellectuals such as Yousuf Khan
Mostashar al-Dowleh and Mirza Malkam Khan, who, while maintaining a nominal
respect for religion, advocated fundamental reforms based on Western models; the third
group comprised conservative jurists such as Sheikh Fazlullah Nouri, who promoted the
idea of Mashruteh-ye Mashra‘eh (legitimate constitutionalism) and believed that any political
system must be fully subordinate to Islamic law; and the fourth group consisted of
reformist constitutionalist clerics, including Akhund Khorasani, Mahallati, and Na’ini,
who sought a middle path between tradition and modernity.

Among these groups, the constitutionalist clerics adopted a distinctive and balanced
approach. They neither fell into the trap of total submission to Western culture nor
confined themselves to mere resistance to the demands of the age. With a deep
understanding of the political, social, and economic crises of Qajar Iran, and the necessity
of confronting domestic despotism and foreign colonialism, they sought to reinterpret
modern concepts and institutions within the framework of Islamic thought.

This research examines the dual approach of these clerics in their encounter with the
West, an approach that can be termed the “dialectic of adaptation and resistance.” The
central question is how these clerics were able to simultaneously make use of modern
Western concepts and institutions to combat domestic despotism while resisting Western
colonialism and cultural threats. What intellectual and practical strategies did they employ
to achieve this aim, and what tensions and challenges emerged along the way? These
questions are essential not only for understanding the history of the Constitutional
Revolution, but also for comprehending the tensions inherent in Iran’s contemporary
encounter with the West.

2. Methodology

This study employs critical discourse analysis and the examination of historical
documents in order to uncover layers of meaning within texts and to reconstruct the
intellectual structures of constitutionalist clerics. The primary sources consist of first-
hand Constitutional-era documents, including treatises and writings from that period,
which directly reflect the ideas and positions of these clerics.

Among these sources is anbih al-ummah va tanzib al-millah dar asas va usnl-i mashrutiyat by
Muhammad Husayn Na’ini (1327 AH), one of the most important theoretical works of
the Constitutional period, in which Na’ini provides a Fighi justification for
constitutionalism and reinterprets modern political concepts within the framework of
Shia thought. Also central to this study are the treatises of Sheikh Esmail Mahallati and
the letters of Akhund Khorasani, compiled in Rasi’ile Mashritiyyat, edited by
Gholamhossein Zargarinejad (2011) in two volumes, as well as Szyasat-nameh-ye Khorasani,



compiled by Mohsen Kadivar (2006), which contains Fatwas (religious decrees), letters,
and miscellaneous notes by Akhund Khorasani.

The analytical framework of this research focuses on two main axes: first, “selective
adaptation,” which includes the reinterpretation of modern political concepts within
Islamic thought, the use of modern institutions to achieve religious objectives, and efforts
to indigenize modernity; and second, “the preservation of identity and independence,”
which encompasses resistance to colonialism, the preservation of Islamic—Iranian
authenticity, warnings against Western cultural penetration, and an emphasis on political
and economic independence. These two axes interact dialectically and together constitute
the core structure of the political thought of constitutionalist clerics.

3. Results and Findings

The findings indicate that constitutionalist clerics adopted a dual and complex approach
in their encounter with the West, shaped by a dialectic of adaptation and resistance. This
approach was not static but rather a dynamic process in which the boundaries between
adaptation and resistance were continually redefined.

In terms of selective adaptation, these clerics reinterpreted modern concepts and
institutions within the framework of Islamic thought and employed a strategy of “cultural
translation.” One of the most significant achievements of this approach was the
redefinition of constitutionalism as Mashruteh-ye Mashru'eh, in which the limitation of
governmental power was viewed as compatible with Islamic law and presented not as
imitation of the West, but as a return to the authentic principles of Islamic governance.
They interpreted the National Consultative Assembly, Majles, as a manifestation of the
Islamic concept of Shura, arguing that this institution represented the realization of one
of Islam’s fundamental principles. They designed a political system that ensured both the
limitation of power and religious legitimacy, while preserving the supervisory role of
clerics over laws and legislation.

Concepts such as freedom, justice, law, and citizenship rights were also reinterpreted in
Islamic terms. For example, freedom was not understood in its Western sense but as
liberation from despotism and oppression, compatible with the principle of Promotion of
Viirtue and Prevention of 1ice. Law was likewise regarded not as contradictory to Sharia, but
as an instrument for the implementation of justice and the prevention of arbitrary rule.
With regard to the preservation of identity and independence, constitutionalist clerics
established and set clear redlines to protect Iran’s political, economic, and cultural
independence. Drawing on the principle of Nafy-¢ Sabil, based on the Quranic verse “God
will never grant the unbelievers a way over the believers,” they resisted unjust
concessionary agreements such as the Régie concession and the Tobacco concession, and
considered foreign domination to be contrary to Islamic principles.

They emphasized the preservation of Islamic—Iranian identity in the face of Western
cultural onslaught and warned that adaptation from the West should not lead to the
weakening of the society’s cultural and religious foundations. These clerics believed that
political independence was meaningless without cultural and economic independence,
and that resistance against colonial powers was necessary in all dimensions.

This approach, however, was not without challenges and contradictions. Determining
the precise boundary between beneficial adaptation and harmful imitation was one of the
most difficult issues the clerics faced. There were differences of opinion among
constitutionalist clerics regarding the extent and limits of adaptation from Western
institutions, with some adopting more conservative positions and others more reformist
ones. Practical difficulties in implementing theoretical ideas, the gap between ideals and



political realities, and pressures resulting from competition among foreign powers were
also among the tensions encountered along this path.

Nevertheless, this balanced approach laid the foundation for the indigenization of
modernity in Iran and demonstrated that progress did not require abandoning all cultural
and religious elements of society.

4. Conclusion

The dual approach of constitutionalist clerics in their encounter with the West exerted a
profound and lasting influence on contemporary Iranian political thought, the effects of
which remain visible today. This approach laid the groundwork for multiple intellectual
currents that continue to be present in Iran’s political arena and to shape its political
discourse. The concept of Mashruteh-ye Mashru‘eh proposed by these clerics paved the way
for the emergence of the idea of “Islamic government” in the contemporary era and
offered a model for integrating democracy and Islam, which ultimately materialized in
the form of the Islamic Republic following the 1979 Revolution.

The efforts to reconcile popular sovereignty with Islam, to stand against despotism and
colonialism, and to emphasize political and cultural independence, initiated by these
clerics, were pursued in various forms over the following century and were reproduced
in different political movements in Iran, including the nationalization of the oil industry,
the Islamic Revolution, and even reformist movements.

Constitutional clerics presented a model for the indigenization of modernity,
demonstrating that progress and development could be achieved without abandoning
religious identity. They played a crucial role in shaping Iran’s modern national identity by
integrating Islamic and Iranian elements in a manner that responded to modern societal
needs while remaining consistent with tradition and culture. Their emphasis on
preserving the Persian language, Iranian culture, and Islamic identity provided a model
for defining national identity that continues to influence Iran’s political and cultural
discourse.

Concepts articulated by constitutionalist clerics such as independence, social justice,
public participation in governance, limitation of power, the rule of law, and resistance to
foreign domination, originated in their thought and were reproduced in subsequent
Iranian movements. These concepts became embedded in Iran’s political culture and
continue to play a significant role in contemporary political debates.

Ultimately, the experience of constitutionalist clerics demonstrates that the encounter of
the Islamic world with modernity is not necessarily a zero-sum choice between tradition
and modernity. Rather, there exists the possibility of a third path that, while accepting
the necessities of the age, remains committed to preserving identity and cultural
authenticity. This third path, formed through the dialectic of adaptation and resistance,
can serve as a model for Islamic societies in confronting the challenges of modernity.
This historical lesson is essential not only for understanding the past, but also for
addressing contemporary challenges and finding a balanced solution to the tension
between tradition and modernity.
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Abstract

The precise selection and structural arrangement of lexicons in the Holy Quran are
central to its rhetorical matchlessness. The conceptology of Quranic terms in the
thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei, given his profound command of Quranic concepts and
Islamic history, provides a vital framework for understanding contemporary Islamic
thought. This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to investigate five
pivotal Quranic terms as highlighted in the remarks of Ayatollah Khamenei: istikbar
(arrogance), istid‘af (weak or oppressed) and taghut, jahiliyyah (ignorance), ‘aduww
(enemy), and irtija" (retrogression). The findings indicate that, for each term, the Leader
first presents a brief lexical definition and then explains its position in the Quran and
Hadiths. Ayatollah Khamenei subsequently identifies both historical and contemporary
instances of these concepts by outlining their indicators and proposing strategies for
confronting them. The results also demonstrate the systemic relationship among these
terms; their universal, spatial, and temporal applicability; their realization at the levels of
individuals, groups, and governments; their emergence as a result of the absence of
religious governance; and their shared contemporary manifestations, such as the United
States. Furthermore, the study highlights the oppositional relationship between istid ‘af
and the other concepts, their substitutive or associative relationships, and the necessity
of active efforts to eliminate the duality of istid af through engagement with these
concepts.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, Quran, Istikbar, Istid ‘af, Taghut, ‘Aduww, Irtija.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
The selection and arrangement of lexicons in the Holy Quran are regarded as part of its
rhetorical and expressive miracle. Conceptual analysis of Quranic terms in the statements
and remarks of Ayatollah Khamenei, considering his deep familiarity with Quranic
concepts and Islamic history, plays a vital role in achieving informed, accurate, and
authentic understanding of Quranic teachings. Therefore, this study, using a descriptive—
analytical approach, examines the conceptual system of six Quranic terms, #stzkbar and
istid'df, taghit, jabiliyyah, ‘aduww, and irtija’, as articulated and stressed in the statements
and speeches of Ayatollah Khamenei.
This research seeks to identify the conceptual framework of istikbdr and istid df, taghit,
Jahiliyyah, “aduww, and irtja" in Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual system. After examining
the lexical and technical meanings of each term, the study aims, through analysis of his
statements, to arrive at their Quranic meanings, their application in contemporary society,
and the interrelationships among these concepts.
2. Methodology
This research adopts a documentary approach and aims at comparative conceptual
analysis. The governing methodology is qualitative content analysis, which falls within
the broader descriptive—analytical paradigm.
Population and Sample
The research population consists of all official speeches, statements, and written works
of Ayatollah Khamenei in which the key terms under study (istikbar, istid af, taghit,
Jahiliyyah, ‘aduww, and irtja") appear. Sampling is conducted using purposive sampling,
based on the frequency and significance of the terms’ usage in the relevant texts.
Procedure
-Data Collection Stage: All documents related to the studied terms are collected from
reliable sources, such as the Official Website of the Office for the Preservation and
Publication of the Works of the Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei.
-Coding and Categorization Stage: The textual data (statements) are analyzed using
qualitative content analysis. This process includes open coding, axial coding, and selective
coding, in order to extract and explain the fundamental concepts, conceptual dimensions,
and structural relationships among these terms within the Leader’s intellectual
framework.
-Interpretation Stage: Finally, the coded findings are analyzed within the framework of
Quranic principles and relevant exegeses, and the conceptual system of each term is
presented with emphasis on descriptive aspects (definitions and instances) and analytical
aspects (relationships with other concepts).
3. Results and Discussion
In explaining the conceptual analysis of istikbar, istid df, taghit, jabiliyyab, ‘aduww, and irtyja’
in the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei, the following components were identified:
o Istikbar and Istid‘af
Including types of Istikbar and categories of arrogant and oppressed groups; the scope
of arrogance and oppression; the Quranic usage of these terms and their relationship
with other concepts; the causes of the emergence of the istikbir—istid af dichotomy;
characteristics of the arrogant and the oppressed; and identification of their instances.
This also includes the duties of Muslims and the Islamic system in confronting arrogance
and oppression, such as recognizing the true nature, orientation, and programs of
arrogant powers; forming faith-based collectives to overcome permissive policies of



arrogance; reliance on Divine assistance and trust in God’s truthful promise; distrust of
global arrogant powers as part of Imam Khomeini’s school of thought; belief in the
divine tradition of nations’ resistance against arrogance; insistence on national dignity and
faith-based Islam; recognition of the blessings of resistance against global arrogance;
viewing struggle against arrogance as possible, future-oriented, and obligatory; utilizing
opportunities such as Hajj to declare dissociation from America and arrogance; avoiding
relations with arrogant states; interpreting the slogan “Death to America” as opposition
to interventionist and arrogant powers; perseverance against arrogance as the path to
dignity, progress, and prosperity; and acknowledging the fear of arrogant power centers
toward the growth of faith and righteous action in the Islamic world.

Duties in confronting oppression include facilitating the lives of the oppressed by
government officials at all levels; adherence to Divine commands regarding combating
tyranny and corruption while striving to eliminate poverty; prioritizing poverty alleviation
in national planning; using poverty reduction as a criterion for evaluating policies; and
preventing the decline of charitable traditions such as almsgiving, feeding the needy,
endowments, and charitable trusts.

e Taghut

Including its definition, Quranic concept, and concrete instances.

e Jahiliyyah

Including its definition and characteristics, its Quranic concept, its scope and features,
and methods of confronting it.

o ‘Aduww

Including its meaning, Quranic concept, types of enemies, supporters and allies of
enemies, instances of enmity, methods of hostile action, such as sowing division among
Shia and Sunni groups, erasing Iranian national identity, exerting economic pressure to
pit people against the system, undermining foundational symbols such as the 22nd of
Bahman, plotting coups and the imposed eight-year war, sanctions and asset seizures,
psychological, propaganda, and media warfare, obstructing scientific progress,
undermining self-confidence and trust in officials, destroying spiritual fortresses, and
hostility toward advocates of unity and defenders of the system, and strategies for
countering these actions, including reliance on popular power, effective media use,
patience and insight, avoidance of arrogance, and addressing weaknesses and excesses.

o Irtija

Including its Quranic concept, its relationship with revolutions, Western efforts to push
the Islamic Revolution toward retrogression, manifestations of revolutionary regression,
such as a turn toward aristocracy, preference for affluent classes over the poor, reliance
on foreigners instead of the people, retention of revolutionary figures accompanied by
ideological deviation, and alteration of the revolution’s lofty goals toward a world of
domination under attractive labels like reformism and modernism, and methods of
confronting retrogression, including preservation of ideals, self-confidence, detachment
from the West, avoidance of elitism, observance of divine boundaries with trust in God,
and familiarity with prophetic narratives that offer both preventive and corrective
lessons.

4. Conclusion

The findings indicate that Ayatollah Khamenei, after briefly presenting the lexical
meaning of each term, proceeds to explain its position in the Holy Quran and Hadiths,
identifies its historical and contemporary instances by outlining indicators, and proposes
strategies for confronting them. The results also reveal the systemic interconnection
among these concepts; their universality across time and space; their realization at the



levels of individuals, groups, and governments; their emergence due to the absence of
religious governance; their shared contemporary manifestations, such as the United
States; the oppositional relationship between istid‘afand other concepts; their substitutive
or associative relationships; and the necessity of active engagement to eliminate the
duality of oppression. Finally, it is recommended that future studies examine at least two
or three aligned concepts simultaneously within the statements of Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Abstract

Governance is among the most central scientific and strategic concerns of contemporary
societies. Islamic governance, as a distinct and deeply rooted model within Islamic
political thought, has attracted the attention of both Muslim thinkers and Orientalist
scholars. Employing a descriptive—analytical method, this study seeks to address the
following question: How is the model of Islamic governance defined from the
perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei, and how can Orientalist views on this issue be
evaluated? The scope of the study concerning Orientalist scholatship is limited to the
“Governance” entry in The Princeton Encyclopedia of Islamic Political Thought. From
the perspective of the Leader, “governance in Islamic logic is fundamentally different
from prevailing forms of governance in the world; it is neither akin to monarchy, nor to
contemporary presidential systems, nor to military command structures, nor to coup-
based rule.” Accordingly, this research first enlarges upon the distinguishing features of
the Islamic governance model, such as the intrinsic integration of spirituality, rationality,
justice, and religious democracy; it then critiques the reductionist approaches and
sectarian classifications employed by Orientalist scholars in their treatment of Islamic
governance, demonstrating that their findings fail to grasp the civilizational nature and
functional dimensions of Islamic governance. Emphasizing the Quran-based model of
Islamic governance within the intellectual framework of Ayatollah Khamenei, this study
situates the model between voluntarist and centralized paradigms and underscores the
importance of reviving this discourse in the domains of theory-building and
policymaking.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
Governance, as a pivotal subject in political science and societal administration, has in
recent decades evolved from a predominantly institutional-legal concept into an
interdisciplinaty paradigm concerned with managing complexity and uncertainty.
Multiple factors, including the growing interdependence of socio-economic systems, the
rapid expansion of digital technologies, transboundary crises, and shifting patterns of
public trust, have intensified the need for systematic research on effective governance.
Within this framework, Orientalist scholarship plays a significant role in examining power
configurations, legitimacy frameworks, modes of social participation, and interactions
between formal and informal institutions, while also providing historical and cultural
narratives that facilitate the analysis of governance systems in a globalized context.
Nevertheless, many of these studies adopt a reductionist orientation, conceptualizing
Islamic governance primarily through juridical and institutional lenses and thereby
neglecting its normative, ethical, and civilizational dimensions. This study secks to offer
a comparative examination of the Islamic governance model from the perspective of
Ayatollah Khamenei, alongside a critical evaluation of Orientalist interpretations, through
a descriptive—analytical approach.
2. Methodology
The present study employs a descriptive—analytical methodology, drawing primarily on
library-based sources and the entry “Governance” in the Princeton Encyclopedia of
Political Thought in Islam. The analytical framework is grounded in the statements and
intellectual stances of the Leader, which constitute the principal reference for elucidating
and assessing the concept of Islamic governance. Core components of Islamic
governance, including Sharia, council, caliphate, justice, public participation, and
authority, are re-examined through a Quran-based perspective that emphasizes ethical
coherence and rational foundations. Moreover, the analysis of Orientalist viewpoints,
patticulatly the approach of Intisar A. Rabb, centers on historical contextualization,
institutional-legal analysis, and an emphasis on religious politics, while critically assessing
their presuppositions and limitations in relation to the internal logic of Islamic
governance.
3. Results and Findings
From the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei, Islamic governance constitutes a
distinctive model that cannot be reduced to monarchical, conventional republican, or
military frameworks. Rather, it is founded upon the integrated realization of spirituality,
rationality, justice, and religious democracy. This model unfolds through a longitudinal
process, beginning with rational education, progressing through the reinforcement of
collective ethical values, and culminating in conscious adherence to the rule of law. Its
Quranic foundations rest upon three interrelated elements: Kitab (Divine legislation and
Sharia), Mizan (normative criteria for the realization of justice), and Hadid (power and
coercive capacity), which, together with active public participation, secure justice and the
institutionalization of religion. Within this framework, expediency and Sharia are not
conceived as competing principles but as mutually reinforcing components that facilitate
the attainment of societal objectives.
In Orientalist analyses, Islamic governance is predominantly portrayed through juridical
and institutional frameworks, with a strong emphasis on religious politics and the role of
jurists. This approach constrains a comprehensive understanding of the civilizational
essence and functional scope of Islamic governance. Prevailing biases include the
dominance of Sunni jurisprudential paradigms, insufficient engagement with Shiite



theological—political doctrines, and an incomplete or distorted depiction of the Imamate
as a hereditary and despotic monarchy. Such representations frequently marginalize
concepts such as meritocracy, spiritual leadership, and popular participation, thereby
undermining the potential for religious democracy and the synthesis of divine and
popular legitimacy.

With respect to the caliphate and councils, the Leader underscores merit-based
leadership, ethical and scientific qualifications, consultative mechanisms, and the ruler’s
ultimate decision-making authority. In contrast to Orientalist interpretations that regard
councils and jurists as merely supervisory bodies, consultation within Islamic governance
is understood as a deeply rooted intellectual tradition that complements, rather than
constrains, the ruler’s final judgment. Accordingly, the concentration of authority within
a legitimate leadership framework marks a fundamental divergence from Western liberal-
democratic models.

4. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that, from the perspective of Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei,
Islamic governance represents an autonomous and comprehensive model that
harmonizes justice, authotity, and public participation through rational, ethical, and legal
cultivation. While Orientalist analyses offer valuable descriptive insights, their
predominant focus on juridical and religious-political dimensions, coupled with their
neglect of epistemic and civilizational foundations, limits their capacity to capture the full
essence of Islamic governance. Reconstructing and rearticulating this model within a
Quran-based framework provides a robust theoretical and practical foundation for
policymaking and governance in contemporary Islamic societies. The study further
highlights the necessity of recognizing the intrinsic capacities of Islamic political thought
and avoiding reductionist Orientalist interpretations in order to advance the discourse on
Islamic governance at both theoretical and practical levels.

Keywords: Governance, Islam, Orientalists, Ayatollah Khamenei, Quran, Princeton
Encyclopedia.
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Abstract

This article adopts a comparative-analytical approach to examine models of anti-
colonialism in the Fighi—political thought of Ayatollah Khamenei and Sayyid Qutb. The
central research question addresses the fundamental distinctions between these two
models in confronting colonialism and Western domination, and examines whether a
direct intellectual influence of Sayyid Qutb on Ayatollah Khamenei’s anti-colonial
perspectives can be substantiated. The research methodology combines implicit content
analysis with a comparative study of the intellectual and practical positions of both
thinkers, drawing on primary texts and authoritative secondary sources. The findings
demonstrate that Sayyid Qutb, operating within the geographical and political context of
colonized Egypt and in confrontation with secular nationalist regimes, constructed his
anti-colonial discourse around concepts such as the “modern ignorance” of both
Western civilization and the rulers of the Islamic world, as well as the notion of “offensive
jihad.” His approach emphasized doctrinal purity within the Islamic world and strict
cultural demarcation from the West. By contrast, Ayatollah Khamenei, situated in the
context of pre- and post-Islamic Revolution Iran and confronting a composite form of
Western domination, encompassing both hard and soft power, developed and
institutionalized a model of “civilizational anti-colonialism.” This model is grounded in
governmental Figh, Wilayat al-Faqih, Islamic system-building, religious populism, the
resistance economy, and the concept of the “jihad of clarification”. The study concludes
that ideological and historical contexts have played a decisive role in shaping both the
scope and the mode of anti-colonialism in the thought and political practice of these two
figures. Accordingly, Sayyid Qutb represents a revolutionary and jihadi movement-based
model rooted in Sunni teachings, whereas Ayatollah Khamenei represents a system-
building model characterized by soft civilizational confrontation, combined with hard
defense when necessary, grounded in Shiite teachings and shared Islamic principles. This
latter model has been adopted and implemented by segments of both Shiite and Sunni
fronts of Islamic resistance, particularly under the leadership of the Islamic Republic of
Iran. With regard to the claim of a direct intellectual influence of Sayyid Qutb on
Ayatollah Khamenei, the findings indicate that while a degree of contextual inspiration is
plausible for any thinker, such influence in this case remains limited. Ayatollah
Khamenei’s distinct doctrinal foundations, specific historical and geographical
conditions, and close association with Imam Khomeini during the Islamic Revolution
have reinforced the autonomy and originality of his anti-colonial model.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
In the contemporary period, the Islamic world, like many other regions, has been
subjected to the political, economic, and cultural incursions of European colonial powers.
As a result, the emergence of anti-colonial thought became one of the most significant
components of political discourse in this geographical and civilizational sphere. Among
the prominent Muslim thinkers who articulated frameworks for resistance against
colonial domination are Sayyid Qutb in Egypt and Ayatollah Khamenei in Iran. Although
both share a commitment to opposing colonial hegemony, their models of anti-
colonialism differ substantially in form, methodology, and ultimate objectives.
Sayyid Qutb interpreted Western colonialism and the non-Islamic culture governing
Muslim rulers as manifestations of “modern ignorance.” Within this framework, he
regarded doctrinal purity and offensive jihad against Western civilization as necessary
prerequisites for the reconstruction of Islamic society.
In contrast, Ayatollah Khamenei conceptualizes anti-colonialism within a comprehensive
civilizational framework. He envisions a gradual trajectory encompassing Islamic
revolution, system-building, state-building, and society-building, culminating in the
realization of a New Islamic Civilization. Drawing on governmental jurisprudence, the
doctrine of Wilayat al-Faqih, the resistance economy, and comprehensive cultural,
ideological, social, and military resistance, he advances a multidimensional strategy to
confront colonialism and Western domination.
While apparent similarities between these two anti-colonial models cannot be denied,
divergent doctrinal foundations, religious orientations, and political-social contexts have
produced distinct analytical approaches and practical solutions. This article therefore
examines both the convergences and divergences between these perspectives and
critically assesses the claim that Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei’s anti-colonial thought
was directly influenced by Sayyid Qutb.
2. Methodology
The research methodology employed in this study is qualitative and comparative. Data
were collected through library-based research, including Sayyid Qutb’s principal works,
most notably Fi Zilal al-Quran (In the Shade of the Quran) and Ma'alim fi al-Tariq
(Milestones), as well as Ayatollah Khamenei’s translations of selected works by Qutb and
collections of his speeches, writings, and statements on political and social thought.
3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Theoretical Foundations of Sayyid Qutb
Sayyid Qutb regarded contemporary Western civilization as a clear embodiment of
“modern ignorance.” In his view, liberation from this condition required the
establishment of an Islamic society governed by the Divine law at the individual, familial,
and social levels. However, he maintained that as long as Western civilizational
dominance and modern ignorance prevailed, particulatly in the Islamic world, the
realization of a truly Islamic society would remain impossible. Salvation thus necessitated
the formation of an Islamic civilization and the collective uprising of the Muslim
community to escape this civilizational abyss, enabling the Muslim Ummah (community)
to reassume its historical mission of guiding humanity.
With respect to colonialism, Qutb argued that although it appears to be driven primarily
by economic and political motives, it ultimately transcends historical contingencies and
evolves into a form of comprehensive civilizational domination. Colonialism, in his



analysis, is not merely an external imposition but also a symptom of internal deviation
within Islamic societies.

Qutb further asserted that the distinction between Dat al-Islam and Dar al-Harb is not
geographical but rather determined by the dominance of belief, thought, and legal
authority. His ideal Islamic society is conceived as an integrated community free from
manifestations of polytheism and unbelief.

Accordingly, his proposed means of confronting colonialism and rescuing Islam and the
Muslim Ummah from Western material civilization include resistance to corrupt rulers,
establishment of an Islamic system, cultivation of a faithful generation, and intellectual
as well as practical jihad against colonial domination.

3.2.Theoretical Foundations of Ayatollah Khamenei

From Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective, colonialism is a complex and multidimensional
phenomenon that, while retaining its essential nature, has manifested historically in
various forms, classical colonialism, neo-colonialism, and meta-colonialism, and
continues to evolve in the present era.

The foundational principle underpinning his anti-colonial thought is the Quranic
doctrine of Nafy-e Sabil (the negation of domination), which he applies across cultural,
political, and economic domains. In confronting colonialism, he emphasizes both the
necessity of repelling external aggression and the importance of cultivating a guiding and
protective current within society, one originally entrusted to the prophets and, during the
era of occultation, embodied in the leadership of Wilayat al-Faqih.

Ayatollah Khamenei regards the implementation of Islamic law within society and the
Islamic system as a vital strategy for preserving the independence of the Islamic order,
resisting meta-colonial domination and comprehensive Western hegemony, and paving
the way for the realization of the Islamic Ummah and the New Islamic Civilization.

His practical strategies for anti-colonialism include enemy recognition, Islamic
awakening, Islamic unity, independence and self-sufficiency, cultural resistance, the jihad
of clarification and public enlightenment, strengthening the resistance front, indigenous
knowledge production through a “software movement,” religious democracy, the
Islamic—Iranian Blueprint for Progress, and the realization of the key components
articulated in the “Second Phase of the Revolution” statement, namely human building,
social structuring, and the New Islamic Civilization.

4. Conclusion

The comparative analysis of anti-colonialism in the Fighi—political thought of Ayatollah
Khamenei and the political thought of Sayyid Qutb reveals that, despite shared
opposition to foreign domination and a common emphasis on Islamic resistance, the two
models diverge fundamentally in their epistemological foundations, methodologies, and
ultimate objectives.

Grounded in Shiite Figh, political rationality, and a civilizational understanding of Islam,
Ayatollah Khamenei conceptualizes anti-colonialism not merely as an emotional or
revolutionary reaction, but as a religious, rational, and strategic obligation directed toward
the realization of a New Islamic Civilization. Within this framework, resistance to foreign
domination is articulated through Wilayat al-Faqih, social insight, and the cultivation of
the Islamic Ummah.

By contrast, Sayyid Qutb adopts a more interpretive and idealistic approach, viewing
colonialism as a manifestation of modern ignorance and defining resistance primarily
through the establishment of Divine sovereignty and the total negation of non-divine



systems. His emphasis lies on internal transformation through a return to the Quran and
Prophetic practice, accompanied by a distancing from existing political structures.
Differences in jurisprudential traditions (Shiite and Sunni), conceptions of authority and
governance, methods of realizing the Islamic ideal society, and understandings of human
agency constitute the principal axes of divergence between these two models. This study
demonstrates that Ayatollah Khamenei’s anti-colonial framework is characterized by
jurisprudential coherence, strategic rationality, and civilizational continuity, whereas
Sayyid Qutb’s model places greater emphasis on idealistic, interpretive, and revolutionary
dimensions.

Ultimately, a nuanced understanding of these two paradigms contributes to a more
comprehensive appreciation of the diversity of Islamic resistance strategies in the
contemporary world and provides a conceptual foundation for re-examining approaches
to confronting domination and modern forms of colonialism.
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Abstract

Confronting the West’s modern civilization, an entity seeking to expand and reinforce its
hegemony across multiple dimensions of the global order, is an inevitable reality. Given
that a major intellectual concern of Ayatollah Khamenei has been the search for an
alternative to Western modernity and the civilization derived from it, the principal
question of this study is as follows: How can the manner in which His civilizational theory
confronts the problematic of Western modern civilization be understood within the
framework of Islamic (Shiite) liberative theology, and under what considerations can its
alternative model be conceptually articulated? Accordingly, drawing upon Francois
Thual’s theoretical framework as presented in his book The Geopolitics of Shi'ism, and
employing a descriptive—analytical case-study methodology, documentary (library-based)
data collection, and a critical approach, the findings indicate that Shiite liberative theology
emphasizes the rejection of domination and the negation of submission to domination.

The Leader’s principal concerns consist, first, in proposing an indigenous model of

development referred to as the “Islamic—Iranian Blueprint for Progress”, and second, in
presenting a model for a new civilization designated as the “New Islamic Civilization.”
The most significant considerations of this model in confronting the challenges posed by
Western modernity and its modern civilization can be understood through the
oppositional binary of “Islam—Arrogance.” The “Second Phase of the Revolution”
Statement constitutes the essence of this demarcation, while his theory of the
“Revolutionary System” entails sustained attention to science and technology, wealth and
justice, as well as spirituality and ethics, grounded in firm adherence to Islamic and
revolutionary principles.
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Extended Absrtact Introduction
1. Introduction
One of the major orientations within Ayatollah Khamenei’s political worldview, thoughts
and stances is the formation of a new society based on the Islamic tenets, and also the
proposal to establish a new civilization known as the “Islamic Civilization.” Such notions
and concepts shape the future horizon of the Leadet’s Revolutionary System. His
Eminence regards the Islamic Revolution as the initiator of a new historical era destined
to culminate in the formation of a new civilization, and considers it an alternative to
Western modern civilization, one that has failed to adequately respond to mankind’s
needs and also direct humanity towards its ultimate historical destiny.
In this study, the authors seck, by focusing on the civilizational horizon within Ayatollah
Khamenei’s political thought and practice in the context of Islamic (Shiite) liberative
theology, and by examining the reflection of his views on macro political and social issues
as articulated in overarching policy documents, to identify components of affinity
between his worldview and broader, transnational intellectual currents in search of an
alternative to Western modern civilization.
The innovation of this research lies precisely in this perspective: it offers a new
articulation and expression of Ayatollah Khamenei’s civilizational approach and presents
an alternative model to Western civilization by reconsidering modernity, development,
and progress in light of contemporary needs, one that simultaneously resists the
dominant Western trajectory from tradition to modernity on its own terms and seeks to
outline a native, belief-based model as an alternative to the Western model.
Accordingly, the primary focus of this article is the civilizational confrontation with the
West and its interpretation within the framework of Islamic (Shiite) liberative theology.
To this end, the study engages with the Leader’s selected speeches, writings, as well as
overarching documents of the political system, subjecting them to detailed examination.
2. Methodology
In line with the research objectives, this article uses qualitative analysis, library-based
sources, a critical approach, and phenomenological data, including historical
phenomenology. The phenomenological approach, particularly through the examination
of the Western civilizational context and its hegemonization across various domains,
together with its underlying mechanisms, prompted the authors to adopt this perspective.
Furthermore, in constructing the theoretical framework, the authors adhere to Francois
Thual’s analysis in his book The Geopolitics of Shi‘ism. Adopting a methodical outlook,
Thual seeks to establish a logical relationship between religion and geopolitics, and
maintains that an examination of the empowerment of Shiite societies must begin with
an understanding of Shi’ism in both its distant and recent historical dimensions.
3. Results and Discussion
The doctrinal foundations of Shi’ism, articulated within the framework of liberative
theology and grounded in a monotheistic worldview, pursue the ideal of confronting all
forms of injustice and oppression through the establishment of a government based on
Islamic teachings and strive toward its practical realization. Shi’ism, by virtue of its
inherent capacities, provides the most suitable framework for the formulation of a
liberative ideology.
Shiite revolutionary ideology is, in itself, a protest-oriented school of thought that exists
in a continuous state of anticipation and completion. Shi‘ism began with a “negation”
and a “no.” Accordingly, it is maintained that civilizations cannot endure without the



presence of a continuous current of revolution and transformation that signifies a system
of reform and improvement.
Therefore, in order to understand the foundations of an Islamic civilization-building
system of governance in today’s turbulent world, recourse must be made to the doctrinal
foundations of Shi'ism, an endeavor that is impossible without an understanding of its
epistemic system. In Weberian terms, collective behaviors and social groups perceive
themselves as committed to a particular belief system derived from a specific worldview.
The Shiite epistemic system is likewise grounded in a distinct worldview encompassing
three core beliefs: 1) A monotheistic outlook and belief in a precise causal order
throughout existence (divine tradition): Shi‘ism adopts a teleological understanding of
human society and holds that the world constitutes an arena of struggle between the
forces of good and evil, within which oppressive regimes and systems, driven by
inhumane and self-interested motives, generate widespread injustice. 2) Shiite liberative
theology with capacities to protest and confront (justice): this entails protest and struggle
against injustice and oppression. Shi'ism fundamentally challenges all tyrannical rulers
and unjust governments and calls for the implementation and establishment of justice. 3)
The articulation of a meaningful Islamic civilization-building model and a desirable
political order (human divine nature): based on the principle of Fitrah (natural
disposition), human beings are understood to possess a dynamic inclination toward
perfection and, along this path, to benefit from the guidance of prophets and revelation.
Shi‘ism embodies independence-seeking and justice-oriented tendencies and strives
toward the establishment of a justice-centered order .
The authors’ approach, aimed at civilizational confrontation on the basis of Ayatollah
Khamenei’s theory, focuses on reconstructing the New Islamic Civilization through a
rereading of Western modernity, articulated along four axes:
1. Transition from the “West—East” paradigm to the “Islam—Arrogance”
paradigm in the contemporary global era
2. The “Second Phase of the Revolution” Statement as a strategic framework for
the construction of a New Islamic Civilization
3. 'The Islamic—Iranian Blueprint for Progress as an alternative to the Western
developmental model
4. The Theory of the Revolutionary System as a model of sustained revolutionary
ethos with emancipatory political and social dimensions
4 .Conclusion
All Shiite revolutions and developments, aimed at liberation from the oppression of
tyrannical and illegitimate rulers, are interpreted as arising from Islamic liberative
theology and the pursuit of an ideal society within the continuity of Imamate and Wilayah.
The Islamic Revolution of Iran likewise advanced simultaneously toward the elimination
of internal despotism and the repulsion of external colonial domination. This intellectual
trajectory is rooted in a faith-based, monotheistic ideology and a martyrdom-oriented
outlook directed toward the establishment of divine justice.
The contemporary era, with all its needs and requirements, has rendered the rereading of
Western modernity a matter of primary importance. The initiator of this intellectual
current is Ayatollah Khamenei, who has consistently emphasized this necessity through
overarching policy documents. With respect to modernity, he occupies a position at the
point of transition from one paradigm to another: from “West—East” to “Islam—
Arrogance.” His central concern lies in proposing a native development model under the



title Islamic—Iranian Blueprint for Progress, alongside the articulation of a new
civilizational model referred to as the New Islamic Civilization.

The essence of the Second Phase Statement lies in its demarcation of the oppositional
duality of “Islam—Arrogance.” Fundamentally, this statement constitutes a strategic
document that theorizes social behavior oriented toward movement in the direction of
Islamic civilization. Many components of the Leader’s political thought and stances, such
as resistance to domination, efforts to preserve national power and dignity, and a foreign
policy grounded in these principles, not only function as key mechanisms for maintaining
national dignity and the Shiite identity of the Revolution in the contemporary era, but
also affirm the possibility of economic growth while rejecting self-alienation in the face
of Western modernity. For this reason, critique of Western civilization constitutes a core
component of his civilizational theory.

Ayatollah Khamenei regards the New Islamic Civilization, as a rival and alternative to
Western modernity, as a superior civilizational project intended to compensate for the
deficiencies and failures of Western modern civilization and to serve as its alternative.
Accordingly, His civilizational approach, understood in this study as deriving from Shiite
liberative theology, has been conceptualized in diagrammatic form, reflecting the
networked and interwoven nature of its constituent concepts, such that understanding
any single element is impossible without grasping the others.

Keywords: Shiite, Islamic civilization, Ayatollah Khamenei, West, Modernity,
Civilization
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